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WALCOTT CHALLENGES BELLERIN

It's the battle every Arsenal fan wants to see. No, not Arsene Wenger taking years of fierce

criticism out on Piers Morgan, but a foot race between speedsters Theo Walcott and Hector
Bellerin. The Spaniard has been very vocal in his boasts and recently filmed himself running
past the England international shouting “Look | am quicker than Theo”, Walcott who is

regarded as one of the fastest players in the Premier League, responded to lay down the

gauntlet and put an end to the question that has plagued the Emirates for the last two years.
“Hector is saying he's quicker than me,” responded Walcott. “| want to see you on the field and

Although something they should be used to by now, the Barcelona players celebrated their Club World Cup final victory over Rival Plate with as
much zest as they did the Champions League win earlier this year.

Juve win 7th
successive
game

AFP, Milan

Mario Mandzukic hit his
first Juventus brace and
Paul Pogba added a third
as the Serie A champions
ended the year with a
patchy 3-2 win over strug-
gling Carpi yesterday.

Massimiliano Allegri's
men travelled to Modena,
Carpi's temporary home,
looking to make it seven
wins from their past seven
league outings and suc-
ceeded.

The visitors were stunned
on the quarter hour when
Marco Borriello turned
Leonardo Bonucci in the
Juventus area to beat
Gianluigi Buffon down low.

Mandzukic's brace gave
the Turin giants a 2-1 lead at
the break and the impressive
Pogba allowed the champi-
ons to breathe easy with a
well-taken third five minutes
into the second half.

But Juve almost paid for
a momentary lapse of
concentration when Carpi
came fighting back,
prompting a fit of rage
from Allegri on the
touchlines.

The hosts were given
faint hope when Bonucci
turned into his own net to
reduce the arrears in injury
time, but Lorenzo Lollo
spurned a great chance for
a dramatic equaliser
moments later but Juve
held on for a 10th win of
the campaign that moved
the champions up to sec-
ond place at three points
behind leaders Inter Milan.
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Barca on top of the world

AFP, Yokohama

Lionel Messi marked his
return from illness with
a brilliant goal as
Barcelona beat
Argentina's River Plate
3-0 to capture a record
third Club World Cup
on Sunday.

The Spanish giants welcomed back
Messi after a bout of kidney stones and
the mercurial Argentine scored with a
clinical finish on 36 minutes, before a
lethal Luis Suarez double destroyed
River's hopes.

"We came here to win the title and it
was important to get the job done,"
said Suarez.

"We stayed calm and played our
game until Leo scored the first goal.
More than my goals, it was just
important to get our hands on the
trophy.”

CLUB WORLD CUP

RESULTS

FINAL
Barcelona 3 - 0 RiverPlate
Mesi 35
Suarez 49, 68
THIRD-PLACE PLAYOFF
Hiroshima 2 - 1 Guangzhoul

Neymar, himself returning to the
side after a groin strain, was instrumen-
tal in Barcelona's opener, climbing to
knock down a Dani Alves cross for Messi
to steer past River goalkeeper Marcelo
Barovero with a deft flick of his left boot.

Suarez, who scored a hat-trick in
Barca's 3-0 semi-final win over
Guangzhou Evergrande, scored a
second with a fierce low drive four
minutes into the second half.

The former Liverpool striker grabbed
his fifth goal in Japan when he guided a
thumping header past Barovero after a

pinpoint cross from Neymar.

Barca goalkeeper Claudio Bravo
was a spectator for much of the game
on a cold night. But the Chilean made
an acrobatic save from a shot by River
substitute Gonzalo Martinez seven
minutes from time to deny the South
Americans a consolation goal.

Messi, who forced a smart save from
Barovero in the early skirmishes and
could himself have finished with a hat-
trick, became the first player to score in
three finals after leading Barca to
victory in 2009 and 2011.

"Messi and Neymar wanted to play
in the final, no matter what," said
Suarez. "It shows the sacrifice that
there is in the group that they did
everything to play.”

Barcelona added the world title to a
host of other titles they have collected
this year -- the Champions League,
Spain’'s La Liga, the Copa del Rey and
the European Super Cup.

Pep leaving Bayern

Ancelotti to step in; Pep linked with City

AFP, Berlin

Pep Guardiola will leave
Bayern Munich as head
coach at the end of the
season and be replaced by
Carlo Ancelotti, club chair-
man Karl-Heinz Rummenigge confirmed
on Sunday.

Guardiola flew home to Spain on Sunday
to be with his family for Christmas and has
given no indication of his future plans,
having been heavily linked to Manchester
City.

He will return in January when the
Bavarian giants fly to Doha for a training
camp before the season resumes on January
22 when they play Hamburg away.

"We appreciate everything Guardiola
gave to our club and hope to celebrate a lot
of success this season, especially as we now
know he is leaving," Rummenigge said in a
club statement.

"Carlo Ancelotti has had a lot of success
as coach and has won the Champions
League three times.

"He is a calm, balanced professional who
can deal with stars and lets you play a
flexible style of football -- we have found
what we were looking for.

"With Ancelotti, we have a new, success-
ful trainer for Bayern. We are looking

Pep Guardiola will work in England. | don't
know if it is next season here [at City] or at
another club. | hope he will have the
option to work at Manchester City. | say
that because | love this club and | am sure

he will be very important for the club.
- Manchester City Manager Manuel

forward to working together."

The 56-year-old Ancelotti will bring a
wealth of experience to Bayern having won
the Champions League twice with AC Milan
in 2003 and 2007, then with Real Madrid in
2014,

"It's a great honour for me that I will be
trainer of such a great club as FC Bayern next
season,” Ancelotti, who has signed a three-
year contract until 2019, wrote on Twitter.

"As I learnt that they were interested in
me, any other team was out of the question,

"I want to wish my friend Pep Guardiola
and Bayern Munich all the best for the rest of
the season.”

Ancelotti will inherit a star-studded

CARLO ANCELOTTI

PEP GUARDIOLA

squad, although he admitted in October
that he does not enjoy watching Bayern play
given their domination of Germany's top
flight.

"Bayern will win the Bundesliga [this
season| without even taking their hands out
of their pockets, " said the Italian.

"I must confess that I cannot enjoy
watching Bayern's games.

"There's just not enough competition for
them."

Having joined Bayern in 2013 to much
fanfare, Guardiola has so far won five
trophies with the Bavarian giants, giving
him a career total of 19 as coach following
his 14 in four years from 2008-2012 at
Barcelona.

A Thomas Mueller penalty on Saturday
sealed Bayern's 1-0 win at Hanover 96
which left the German league leaders eight
points clear in the table and on course to
become the first club to win a fourth straight
Bundesliga.

Guardiola's side are still in the hunt for a
repeat of their 2013 treble of Champions
League, Bundesliga and German Cup, and
will face last season's finalists Juventus in
the last 16 of Europe's premier club compe-
tition.

Guardiola's tenure at Bayern is likely to
be judged on his Champions League form as
he bids to reach the final in Milan on May 28
having exited at the semi-final stage the last
two seasons.

Despite winning the Champions League
in 2009 and 2011 with Barcelona he has so
far failed to bring Europe's top domestic

yesterday to inflict a 3-0 defeat on Liverpool and extend the

Watford striker Odion Ighalo scored twice at Vicarage Road |

visitors' winless run to four games.

Real rout nine-men Rayo

REUTERS

AFP, Madrid

Gareth Bale scored four
times as Real Madrid
came from behind to
beat nine-man Rayo
Vallecano 10-2 in a wild
game at the Santiago
Bernabeu to close the
gap on La Liga leaders
Barcelona and Atletico
Madrid to two points.

Itis the first time in 55 years that a team
hasscored 10goalsinalaligagame.

However, the Madrid fans still
voiced their disapproval towards
under fire coach Rafael Benitez after
Real found themselves 2-1 down
inside 12 minutes.

Red cards inside half an hour for Tito
and Raul Baena opened the floodgates,
though, as a double from Cristiano
Ronaldo and a hat-trick for Karim

Benzema added to Bale's most prolific
day in three years as a Madrid player.

Atletico have the chance to extend
their lead at the top back to five points
later on Sunday when they visit Malaga.

Madrid president Florentino Perez
had restated his support for Benitez in
midweek after rumours suggested he
was one defeat away from the sack after
losing 1-0 at Villarreal last weekend.

Real had won their previous 14
meetings against their humble rivals
from across Madrid and looked well
set for another routine afternoon when
Bale teed up Danilo for the opener
after just three minutes.

Yet, Madrid's defensive deficiencies
in recent weeks were exposed again
when Antonio Amaya rose highest to
head home Roberto Trashorras's corner,

And the defending was even worse
from Danilo as he allowed Jozabed to
head home from close range two

minutes later.

With the Madrid fans on the verge of
full revolt, the hosts were handed a
huge break when Tito needlessly
lunged in on Toni Kroos and was
rightly shown a straight red card.

Danilo made amends for his poor
defending with a sensational cross for
Bale to head home the fourth goal of
the game after just 25 minutes.

More controversy was to follow
when Baena was penalised for a pull on
Sergio Ramos and was harshly shown
his second vellow card to leave Rayo
with nine men on the halfhour mark.

Ronaldo made no mistake from the
spot and Bale then exploited a huge
gape in the Rayo defence to gallop clear
and slot home his second.

The one way traffic continued after
the break as James Rodriguez teed up
Benzema for his sixth goal in his last
four games.

Watford thump Liverpool

AFP, Watford

} Adam Bogdan's
' embarrassing blunder
cost lacklustre
| Liverpool dearly as
Wattord swept to a 3-0
success that gave them their first home
win over the Reds for 29 years.
Jurgen Klopp's side had only them-
selves to blame for yesterday's chasten-
ing loss at Vicarage Road and
Hungarian goalkeeper Bogdan was the
chief culprit after dropping a routine
corner that Nathan Ake converted for
Watford's early opener.

More calamitous defending, this time
from Martin Skrtel, allowed Odion
Ighalo to double Watford's lead and the
Nigerian forward completed Liverpool's
misery with his second late on.

Liverpool's performance was comi-
cally bad at times and ranked as the
heaviest loss of Klopp's two months in
charge.

The Reds are now without a win in
their last three Premier League matches,
leaving them five points off the top four
heading into the hectic Christmas period.

While Liverpool are some way short
of the finished article, Quique Sanchez

\ BARCLAYS ¢

Flores's Watford are enjoying their best
season since the golden Graham Taylor
erainthe 1980s.

Even in a campaign already full of
memorable performances, this was a
landmark moment for Watford as they
recorded their first victory over
Liverpool since 1999 and their first on
home soil since a John Barnes inspired
win in December 1986.

The seventh-placed Hornets' fourth
successive win lifted them to within
one point of the top four and main-
tained the momentum of a remarkably
strong showing in their first season
back in the top-flight for eight years.

The match started horribly for
Liverpool, as their goalkeeper Bogdan
made a horrendous third minute
mistake that gifted Watford the lead.

When Ben Watson curled over a
corner, Bogdan appeared to have the
ball in his grasp for what should have
been a routine catch.

But the Hungarian fumbled it and on-
loan Chelsea left-back Ake pounced to
prod the ball overthe line.

Bogdan protested that the goal
should have been ruled out for Ake
kicking the ball out of his hands, but
referee Mark Clattenburg disagreed.

And there was worse to come for
Klopp in the 15th minute as Ighalo
doubled Watford's lead thanks to more
pitiful play from the Liverpool rearguard.

Skrtel was the guilty party as Ighalo
chased Troy Deeney's ball over the top
and the Slovakian centre-back allowed
himself to be bullied into a panicked,
weak tackle.

Ighalo seized the loose ball and
drove a fine finish into the far corner
for his 11th goal of the season and
fourth in his last four games.

For once the sight of jubilant yellow
and black clad supporters was unwel-
come for Klopp, who enjoyed so many
memorable days in those colours with
his previous club Borussia Dortmund.

Bogdan still looked jittery and he
almost presented Watford with a third
when his limp punch hit a team-mate
and had to be cleared off the line.

There was slightly more thrust to
Liverpool's attacking play after the
interval, with Jordan Henderson
forcing a fine stop from Gomes, but it
was hardly a tidal wave of pressure and
the hosts surged forward one last time
to make it three when Ighalo headed
home Valon Behrami's cross in the
85th minute.
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