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COP21

What's next for Bangladesh?

S global
leaders
reached

an agreement at
the conclusion
of COP21,
international
cooperation for
addressing
climate change
has solidified at
a crucial moment in time. Although the
negotiations were watched with
trepidation by many who feared that
the countries would not be able to
come to an agreement, the 21st
Conference of the Parties to the UN
Framework Convention on Climate
Change has delivered a landmark
accord. With the endorsement of 196
countries, the Paris Agreement becomes
the first universal climate deal and a
crucial instrument to limit and
mitigate the negative impacts of
climate change.

One of the defining challenges of
our time, climate change is increasingly
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felt by countries and communities the

includes the continuation of the
existing $100 billion per year flow of
funds for climate finance beyond 2020,
with the intention of improving it
further by 2025. For Bangladesh, which
is already mobilising access to funds
from the Green Climate fund to build
the resilience of communities along the
coasts and in other climatic hotspots,
this is good news indeed.

Bangladesh has already intensified
its efforts to integrate the Sustainable
Development goals into its seventh
five year plan, with Goal 13 - to take
urgent action to combat climate
change and its impacts - as a key
national concern. The agreement
reached this week calls for the support
of the UN agencies to countries in
implementation. In line with this, the
UN will continue to support the
Government of Bangladesh with high
quality policy advice and programme
support. The Paris Agreement confirms
the necessity for Bangladesh to both
take action to adapt to keep lives and
livelihoods safe in a changing climate,

The Paris
Agreement
confirms the
necessity for
Bangladesh to
both take
action to adapt
to keep lives
and livelihoods
safein a
changing
climate, and to
adopt a low-
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rest of the world to move towards a
global transformation that will help
to safeguard our planet for
generations to come.

levels and changing cyclone patterns,
are already felt.

The Agreement not only formalises
the process of developing national
plans for addressing climate change, it

recognising their differing situations
and circumstances. Responsible for
taking action on both mitigation and
adaptation, countries have officially
submitted their own nationally
determined climate action plans,

increasing responsibility to address
climate change in line with their
capabilities, while developed countries
have agreed to lead in scaling up
technology support and capacity

pathway toward limiting temperature
rise to less than 2 degrees, with an eye
on the benefits of achieving the goal of
1.5. The Paris Agreement is also an
ambitious, dynamic, and universal
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The writer is the UN Resident Coordinator in

agreement. It covers all countries -

Moderate
Muslims have

A harsh

LAVINA AMBREEN AHMED

W HEN I first heard about the San
Bernardino, California shootings that
happened on December 2, I hoped that
the gunmen didn't turn out to be Muslims. But
the perpetrators were indeed, a Muslim couple.
They opened fire at a holiday party that left 14
people dead and 21 wounded. The reason I was
hoping that the perpetrators of such a horrific
crime didn't turn out to be Muslims was because I

know very well, the aftermath of these barbaric
acts of violence is going to lead to a scary new

provides a binding requirement to

building and mobilising finance. This

Bangladesh.

reality for Muslim-Americans
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terrorist attacks are committed by white, male
Christians.” But we do not suspect other people
who share their faith and ethnicity of condoning
them. We assume that these things outrage them
just as much as they do anyone else. And we have
to afford that same assumption of innocence to
Muslims.”

Moreover, moderate Muslims have more reasons
to detest a terrorist organisation like ISIS/Daesh
whatever you call them; simply because the
members and followers of the organisation kill
more Muslims than non-Muslims in the Arab world
and elsewhere. A fact that is reported in the media
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behaviour, Trump's vitriolic speech encouraged a
certain group of Americans to abandon all
pretences of tolerance and turn against Muslims
with a kind of hatred and bigotry not previously
displayed. These days major newspapers are
regularly publishing reports on Muslims living in
fear amid a surge in Islamophobia. Muslims are
speaking out about how insecure they feel in their
own country. But there are cases of school

immediately condemn such attacks do people
automatically assume I'm a sympathiser/supporter
of Jihadi groups? Or do they feel I should be
ashamed of my faith? When Dylann Roof, the
white Christian gunman killed nine African-
Americans in a South Carolina church to start a
race war, did we think all white Christians needed
to distance themselves from the likes of Dylann
Roof and condemn his act of violence? When

Mogahed said it is wrong to ask Muslims to
condemn terrorism. She feels we should instead ask
this question: “is it justified to demand that
Muslims condemn terrorism?” Mogahed explains,
that condoning the killing of civilians is about the
most monstrous thing one can do. And to be
suspected of doing something so monstrous,
simply because of one's faith, seems very unfair.
She argues that according to FBI, most domestic

comments coming from people like Donald
Trump. 1 feel it is also the responsibility of all
conscientious Americans to denounce Trump's
racist propaganda. It is the responsibility of not
just Muslims, but also non-Muslims to combat
hate and promote tolerance in today's
multicultural society.

The writer is a freelance journalist living in the US.
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