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The Power of the Adolescent Girl: Vision for 2030

RECOMMENDATIONS :

e Girls should be given an opportunity to pursue higher studies in their

preferred subject. Dramas based on social problems/issues should be

staged in schoaols.
e Information, data, facts and figures concerning adolescent
reproductive health should be included in school curriculum to make

girls more aware of these important issues.

N the 17th of October, The Daily Star and the
O United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) jointly

organized a roundtable at at Hotel Naz Garden,
Silimpur, in Bogra. The title of the roundtable was The Power
of the Adolescent Girl: Vision for 2030". Dr. Muhammad
Munir Hussain National Program Officer for Adolescent and
Youth from UNFPA presented the keynote paper. Participants
of the roundtable included district health officials, district
government officials, health researchers, law enforcing
agencies, NGO officials, and well known civil society
members. The roundtable was moderated by Mr. Jamil
Ahmed.

The main topics of discussion at the roundtable were in
relation to the International Day of the Girl Child which was
observed globally on the 11th of October and the rights of girls
highlighted in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
The agenda calls for a stronger concentration on adolescent
girls in all sectors by investing more in their education,
sexual reproductive health and rights and social skills.
Despite noticeable improvements, gender disparity remains
high and further work needs to be done to ensure that all
women are given the same opportunities to contribute to
the overall development of their nation in all sectors.

Dr. Muhammad Munir Hussain mentioned the current
statistics and impediments in relation to social causes, gender
based violence and sexual reproductive health and rights. It
was said that only 21% of girls who were married before they
turned 18 were able to complete their secondary education
and pursue higher studies in comparison to 3% of the girls
who were married off before the age of 15. This shows that
although primary education enrolment is near universal,
work still needs to be done to reduce the dropout rate of
girls in secondary education. In the context of sexual
reproductive health and rights, current statistics show that
63.7% of deliveries take place at home of which only
41.8% are done by medically trained personnel. This
reaffirms the need for friendly health services for
adolescents, married and unmarried.

Participants at the roundtable had a lot to add on how
current obstacles can be addressed.

On the point of child marriage one speaker emphasized
universal primary education and said that information of all
children should be recorded by the City Corporation and
Union Parishad. Regardless of passing or failing in exams
every child must be provided with education up to eighth
erade. Schools should keep this records and also provide
aforementioned government departments with a copy.
Other participants added that dramas (plays) on social
issues should be performed in schools. Girls must be
encouraged to take part in all school activities as well as
pursue higher education. Information, data, facts and
figures concerning adolescent reproductive health should
be included in the school curriculum. Teachers also have
a responsibility to talk about the detrimental effects of

e Teachersin class should talk about the ill-effects of child marriage.
Education officers at all levels can organize meetings with teachers,
students, parents and imams on the ill-effects of child marriage

» Parents should be enable to be 'change agents’

o Media should be used to create greater awareness among all people.

Positive reporting on reproductive health and rights should be
done by newspapers and TV channels
e Reproductive healthcare during pregnancy for young brides should

child marriage. Education officers at all levels can organize
meetings with teachers, students, parents and imams on
the ill-effects of child marriage.

Girl's education should be free up to class 12. They should
be provided with thorough knowledge on reproductive health
and nutrition. The change starts from home so parents should
be made the ‘change agents'. Girls should be enrolled in job-
oriented education. Various programs should be undertaken to
create awareness among the parents, public representatives
and administration.

Many participants shed light on issues concerning not only

be made easily accessible and affordable.

e Laws regarding child marriage should be made stricter.

e Civil administration should be proactive in stopping child marriage
and taking legal action against those involved.

e Girls need to be given skills development training enabling them to
get loans from banks or financial institutions.

e Educational institutes should be more girl-friendly.

e Girl's education should be made free up to class 12. They should

sexual health and rights but overall general health and hygiene
in different sectors. Such as garments workers, who are mostly
young people and require proper health care services and safe
shelter. The condition of toilets and bathrooms in schools in
rural areas is very poor. These remain uncleaned and
unhygienic. The number of toilets in relation to the number
of students is insufficient. Better toilets or new ones should
be built in new schools and colleges.

Ward Commissioners should talk about adolescent issues
with the parents of young people. Girls should be given
training so that they can find work.
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learn about reproductive health and nutrition. Girls should be also
be enrolled in job-oriented education.

e There should be Adolescent Clubs in the urban and rural areas to

create greater awareness among the young people

e Adolescent girls work in agriculture sector in rural areas but their

waork is not recognized therefore they are not empowered.
Recognition will empower them.

Sometimes young girls get pregnant before marriage. There
is no initiative in government hospitals to counsel young girls
about the hazards of getting pregnant outside marriage. They
have no idea of what kind of method they should use to avoid
getting pregnant. Many opt for unsafe abortions or commit
suicide. The societal perspective about such girls also needs
to be changed.

On the point of increasing awareness, many participants felt
that the government and media can play a crucial role.

Sexual and reproductive health care during pregnancy for
young women should be made easily accessible and
affordable. Most of the participants strongly feel that laws
regarding prevention of child marriage should be applied
with greater force. In this regard, legal action should be taken
against public representatives who issue false birth
certificates. Civil administration should be proactive in
stopping child marriage and taking legal action against
those involved. One participant felt that girls should know
about the bad effects of gender based discrimination and
violence, and sexual and reproductive health. Many were of
the opinion that education can help stop child marriage.
Parents need to be sensitized about the well being of their
daughters. More girl-friendly and women-friendly
educational institutes should be built and at the same time
adolescents who approach the administration to stop child
marriage must be given the required assistance.

Another participant suggested Adolescent Clubs can be
introduced in urban and rural areas to create greater
awareness among young people through peer discussion.
The contribution of women in the economy is not
recognized and as a result they hardly receive skills
training. The importance of such training was discussed at
length. It was mentioned that though many adolescent girls
work in the agriculture sector in rural areas their work is
never recognized therefore they are not empowered.
Recognition of their work will empower them. When
adolescent girls receive some skill training they should be
able to get loan from banks or financial institutions.

The role of media has been discussed by many
participants. They feel positive reporting on sexual and
reproductive health and rights should be done by
newspapers and TV channels. Media should be used to
create greater awareness among all people. Special
supplements can be published on these issues by
newspapers. Awards may be given for positive and effective
reporting.

Relevant government departments should arrange for
showing cinemas based on such social 1ssues in rural
areas. The government officials and all people need to
know the importance of girls in society. Religious
awareness should be increased and all awareness
activities should start at union levels.
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Corrigendum Notice
e-Tenders are invited in e-GP System Portal (http://lwww.

Date: 15-12-2015

Tender, please register
(http:/iwww.eprocure.gov.bd)

e-Tenders are invited

Government of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh

Office of the Executive Engineer, RHD
Road Division, Brahmanbaria
Phone: 59632
eebra@rhd.gov.bd

This is an online tender, where only e-Tenders will be accepted in e-
GP Portal and no offlinefhard copies will be accepted. To submit e-

(hitp:/mww.eprocure.gov.bd) by Executive Engineer, RHD, Road
Division, Brahmanbaria, for the procurement of:
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Tender

Name of the works

40711

Repair, Carpeting & Seal
Coat work at 46th (p), 47th
(p), 48th (p), 49th (p), S0th
(p), 51st (p), 52~(p) km and
U Type Brick Masonry Drain,
steel pipe drain at 63rd (p),
65th (p) and 70th (p) km of
Comilla (Mainamoti)-
Brahmanbara (Sarail) road
(N-102) under Road Division,
Brahmanbaria during the
year 2015-2016.

LCIEGF:

TP (Ferfae);

40715

Repair, Carpeting & Seal
Coat work at 52nd (p), 54th
(p), 55th (p). 58th (p) and
59th (p) km of Comilla
(Mainamoti)-Brahmanbaria

(Sarail) road (N-102) under
Road Division, Brahmanbaria
during the year 2015-2016.

(TS );s

40719

Repair, Carpeting & Seal
Coat work at 59th (p), &0th
(p), 61st (p), and 62nd (p) km
of Comilla (Mainamoti)-
Brahmanbaria (Sarail) road
(N-102) under Road Division,
Brahmanbaria during the
year 2015-2016.

TS (FEEe);

eprocure.gov.bd) for the procurement of: a || e,
Package No: 16/e-GP/RRD/2015-2016 (Tender No. 38705) P e
This is an online tender, where only e-Tenders will be accepted S
in e-GP Portal and no offline/hard copies will be accepted. To
submit e-Tender, please register on e-GP System Portal
(http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required.
The fees for downloading the e-Tender documents from the | | geezrin
National e-GP System Portal have to be deposited online through ot
any registered banks’ branches up to
Field name Old value New value _
Document last selling 1711212015 2311212015 il Bos iy
date & time 17.00pm 17.00pm R
Closing date & time 20/12/2015 27/12/2015

11.00am 11.00am

| 4 20/e-gp/EE/RHD/

Opening date & 201212015 2711212015 Beshnarberty
time 11.15am 11.15am
Last date & time for 20/12/2015 2711212015
tender/proposal security 10.30am 10.30am
submission
Further information and corrections and guidelines are available

in the National e-GP System Portal and from e-GP help desk

(helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd).

Kh. Golam Mostafa

GD-3910

40724

Repair & Seal Coat work of
different Bridge & Culvert
approaches and damaged
pavement at 90th (p), 91st
(p), 92nd (p), 93rd (p), 94th
(), 95th (p), 96th (p), 97th
(p), 98th (p), 99th (p), 100th 3|
(p). 101st (p), 102nd (p),
103rd (p), 104th (p), 105th
(p), 106th (p), & 107th (p) km
of Dhaka (Katchpur)-Bhairab- =il
Jagadishpur-Sylhet-Tamabil-
Jaflong Road (N-2) under 8 |
Road Division, Brahmanbaria
during the year 2015-2016.

pursue.

ID No. 602133 Imeiseell
Executive Engineer (c.c), RHD
Road Division, Rajbari 6D-3905

e-Tender details can be downloaded from 14/12/2015 to 29/12/2015
& time 17:00 on e-GP System Portal http://www.eprocure.gov.bd for

e-Tenders will be accepted only up to 30/12/2015 & time 16:00.
Accepted tenders will be opened online immediately after 30/12/2015 & ® |

Shyamal Kumar Bhattacharyya

ID No. 001035
Executive Engineer, RHD
Road Division, Brahmanbaria
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