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rapidly grown in the past twenty

years. Scholars from a variety of
disciplines, for example, from archeology,
architecture, history, anthropology,
psychology, philosophy, geography - and
the more inclusive field under the rubric
of Cultural Studies — are mapping the
significance and role of “memory “
Commemoration is defined as a “call to
remembrance”. Particularly in the
remembrance of the war dead,
commemoration has become deeply
rooted in the cultural practices of a nation.
War memorials are located in urban spaces,
where material objects stand for and
embody memory.

Memorials and monuments occupy
both geographical and symbolic space, and
are thus read as narrative/ cultural texts.
Cultural critics interpret the diverse textual
connotations of these objects and artefacts
within the performative arena of the act of
memorialization. The student of cultural
studies needs a comprehensive compass to
negotiate the interstices of such 'texts'".
Memorialization is a complex social and
emotional process involving 'historical or
collective memory' and the more 'personal
individual memory'. Memorials are
concrete 'sites' of memory, imbued with
ritual evocation of mourning and
melancholia.

The Martyred Intellectuals Memorial,
Rayerbajar, is a potent, dynamic
monument recalling the violent history of
the birth of Bangladesh. It is a shrine, a
symbol of our eternal sorrow, and a tribute
to a heroic sacrifice. Paradoxically, the
memorial is also a living reminder of the
hatred of the enemy, of the enemy's rabid
rage to cripple our nation. For every
Bangladeshi today, the Rayerbajar
memorial is the symbol of everlasting
pride in having had the Martyrs in our
midst while they lived. We shall be forever
inspired by their works and noble
leadership. On 14 December, we
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worst scenario for a secular democratic or
any modern country.

In the global context, two events had
significant impact on our society. Firstly,
the Socialist camp almost disappeared
leading to an unbalanced unipolar world
led by the United States. Secondly, after the
9/11 tragedy in 2001, Western powers
embarked on a “war on terror”. In practice
their “regime change” theory more from
economic vantage point was at best coun-
terproductive. It has alienated Muslims
world over and resulted in resurgence of
religious extremism. Liberal Sufism is grad-
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remember them and cherish the gift of the

legacy of extraordinary accomplishment
they have left to the nation.

We ritually commemorate the illustrious

dead with lamentation and libation and
elegiac lyric. There is a glorious historical
tradition of such ritual evocation and
commemoration in all cultures since
ancient times. Epic songs cycles honour

the fallen heroes of warrior tribal societies,

and ritual burial ceremonies created
geographical sites of memorialization,
such as burial mounds, or crypts,
pyramids, and obelisks. When I look at
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ually replaced by rigid Wahhabi practices
affecting lifestyle and attitude of Muslims
globally and Bangladesh is no exception.
Nevertheless, there is unmistakably
positive trend primarily resulting from
significant development in information
technology owned and nurtured by the

younger generation. Bangladeshi youth,
both urban and rural supplemented by

some innovative government programmes,

are in the driving seat of sustained eco-
nomic growth and improvement in social
indices. These youth are competing with
the world through best use of information
technology. Gonojagoran Mancha created

the architecture of the Rayerbajar
memorial, I am moved by the
overwhelming semiotics of its structure.

The open, bowl-shaped red-brick

monument symbolically corresponds to
the majestic Viking ship, sailing across
leagues of mighty oceans, under the clear
canopy of the blue sky. I see our
honourable dead resting peacefully at
night on the alluvial soil of their
motherland, their eternal journey
emblazoned by the trajectories of celestial
stars and planets.

My mind equates the Martyrs' final

in February 2013 for trial of war criminals
reflects a phenomenon that younger gener-
ation of all shades of opinion, however
apathetic to political squabbles, holds in
their heart, the fundamental spirit of
Liberation War. In spite of split in the
Mancha the phenomenon exists in their
hearts undeterred by killing of online activ-
ists by religious extremists.

There is undeniably huge generational
gap between this internet-friendly youth
and political and social leadership who
carry experiences of their victorious struggle
of '60s and '70s. Moreover there exists risk
of their alienation due to abuse of power
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voyage with the glowing, resplendent
setting forth of the heroes in the fiery
Viking ship-burial ceremony. Their souls
are beckoned by the distant thunder of
Valhalla. My heart beats to the rhythm of
the gliding clouds and the breaking sea
wave as I linger at the Rayerbajar site. My
eyes shine with tears lit by the essence of
the Martyrs' spirit radiating into my world
through the large, square window on the
wall of the Martyred Intellectuals Memorial.

The writer is Professor, Department of English,
University of Dhaka.

by identified political ranks. However, I
believe, in spite of all odds majority of
people are still eager to rebuild democratic
secular Bangladesh. No believers accept use
of secret killings in the name of religion.

In the above background, there is deep
and extensive divide in the society and the
identity crisis has deepened in many
minds. But if we can take cognizance of
aforesaid social trends, with pragmatic
united political and social movement,
revival of spirit of Liberation War is achiev-
able.
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The writer is Trustee, Liberation War Museum.



