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WHAT DO YOU HATE MOST ABOUT MOVING? PACKING OR PACKING? OR IS IT PACKING?
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Just the thought of stuffing your
entire chaotic existence into a
gazillion cardboard boxes is
enough to give you a panic
attack. And knowing you will
have to do it all over again in
reverse once you get to your
new place is plain torture. So
you keep postponing the inevi-
table again and again and
again. Before you know it,
you're party to a shameful hel-
ter-skelter dash for sanity and
order: throwing the antique
china in with the gardening
tools, bubble-wrapping your
way around everything, resort-
ing to plastic bags for the break-
ables because you had no idea
you could actually buy card-
board boxes. While everyone
would agree that packing is one
of the worst most excruciating
activities, it's highly likely
you're going to get something
wrong. Avoid a pre-moving
nightmare with these packing
tips.
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BIG BOXES ARE A MAJOR NO
NO

It might seem a little counterintuitive to
not pack your large collection of books in
large boxes. But packing heavy items or a
lot of items in large boxes makes them
impossible to lift and increases the chance
of the boxes ripping open. So plan in
advance and pick out smaller boxes for
books and other heavy items.

PACKING BREAKABLES

Breakables aren't limited to your
grandmother's antique china. Today we own
countless electronic devices, small and large.
When moving, you can't just throw these items
into one big box and load them onto a cart.
Large electronics like your flat screen or
your washing machine or the desktop PC
should most definitely go in their original
packing, which will include the Styrofoam
padding. For smaller items like kitchen
gadgets or DVD players, be sure to pad them

as much as possible with bubble wrap or
layers of clothing. Wires should be
disconnected. If you're worried about what
goes where, take a picture of how the devices
are connected.

When it comes to other fragile items, like

glass and china, always completely fill each
box. This might mean using extra protection.
Also, plates should always stand on their
side, and as long as glass doesn't touch glass,
you're good to go.

THERE S A RIGHT WAY T0
LABEL

First of all, yes, labeling is crucial. Sure you're
going to end up opening all the boxes anyway,
but you're only making things easier for
yourself by labeling. Instead of labeling the
tops, label the sides of the boxes so that you
can read them even when they're stacked on
top of each other. Include the contents of the
box, the owner of the box and/or what room it
should go in. Always state it clearly on the box
if its contents are fragile. And if you're packing
your wedding jewelry or other expensive
belongings, try using a code name to avoid
giving away the contents to just anybody:.

CHUCK THE CLEANING
CHEMICALS

If you can, avoid storing and moving
flammables and chemicals in boxes. It's a
safety hazard. If you absolutely must, do so
in your own vehicle, making sure that bottles
and lids are securely fastened.

POINTERS FOR PACKING
MATERIAL

People tend to reuse cardboard boxes lying
around the house when it comes to packing,
This is completely fine as long as the boxes
are sturdy and not ripping anywhere. It's also
extremely easy to obtain boxes - you can
buy them from the local grocer or hardware
and repair shops.

Keep in mind that ink from newspapers
can transfer on to porcelain and glass. So opt
for plain wrapping material instead.

And load up on packaging tape, be it duct
tape or mailing tape. There's no such thing
as too much tape!

As abominable as it is, don't leave packing
for the last moment. Don't forget to keep an
essentials box for the first couple of days -
you have no idea how much you'll thank
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Bangladesh's major cities are getting jam-
packed with people. While the demand
for housing is high, buyers are much
more conservative about taking such a
huge purchase decision. It doesn't help
real estate agents that the market is quite
saturated with companies offering flats
for sale. Best way to stand out is to have a
good record of quality. But then you still
need publicity. Here's four major ways for
real estate agents to differentiate them-
selves and make a sale easier.

and talk to every real estate agency or to
physically visit sites. Considering the
traffic congestion of cities like Dhaka and
Chittagong, being able to see everything
from is a preferred mode of window
shopping. Real estate isn't big on this as is
the automobile and electronics market.
The real estate agencies that move now
will benefit more.
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sure.

FOCUS ON KEY FEATURES

When it comes to showing people the

across the months gives you added expo-

| TO STAND OUT
AMONG THE CROWD

presentation of what's available. This way @ﬁes in the parking area.
you can inform people about buying

procedures. A REHAB fair once a year is

great but your own small events scattered VIDEO STORIES

With the advent of technology, people
have become lazier and prefer the infor-
mation to come their way. Nothing is
easier to digest than a short video.
Facebook (albeit banned in Bangladesh)
recently introduced autoplaying videos so
people would watch the short ones
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