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Fundamentalism raked in
Tk 2,464cr profit last year

Prof Abul Barakat tells seminar

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The financial operations of fundamen-
talism made a net profit of Tk 2,464
crore in 2014, with banks, leasing and
insurance companies generating
around one fourth of the amount,
economist Abul Barakat said yesterday.

He said the annual growth of the
economy of fundamentalism was
about 8 to 10.5 percent in comparison
to the 6-7 percent growth of the main-

stream econommy.

“Despite being smaller in size it
could surpass the mainstream econ-
omy someday if it is allowed to grow,”
he told a seminar at the capital's
Institution of Engineers, Bangladesh.

The seminar on "Political Economy
of Fundamentalism and Associated
Extremism in Bangladesh: Essence and
Doables” was organised by
Bangladesh Economic Association.

Of the profit, 27 percent came from

banks, leasing and insurance compa-
nies, 18.8 percent from NGOs, trusts,
foundations and others, 10.8 percent
from business outlets, 10.4 percent
from the health sector, and 9.2 percent
from educational institutions, while
the rest came from communications,
real estate and media and information
technology sectors, he said.

The Dhaka University professor
sald fundamentalists were completely
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Hasina sets
example of
playing by
the rule

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina once again set an
example by paying tolls
for her convoy of 52 vehi-
cles while crossing Mayor
Mohammad Hanif Flyover
and Buriganga Bridge-1 in
Postogola yesterday.

She had done so for her
car while inaugurating the
flyover on October 11,
2013.

However, Dhaka South
City Corporation (DSCC)
Mayor Sayeed Khokon did
not pay for his convoy on
May 26. Instead, an alterca-
tion had ensued between
the mayor's men and the
flyover staff at a toll plaza
at the Postogola end.

The next day, DSCC
issued a letter to the flyover
authorities asking to make
sure that the mayor was
exempted from paying the
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5 including 3 of

family go missing
after trawler sinks

OuR CORRESPONDENT, N'ganj

At least five persons, including three of a family, went miss-
ing when a trawler sank after being hit by a launch in the

Buriganga river in Dikrir Char of Narayanganj yesterday.

The search for the missing persons was abandoned for

the day around 7:20pm.

The trawler was carrying around 50 persons travelling to

Dikrir Char Ghat from Baktaboli Radhanagar Chat.

Lutfa Begum, a passenger of the trawler, said her husband
Selim Khan, daughter Moushumi Akhter and son Emon

Khan have gone missing.

Md Abdul Malek, officer-in-charge of Narayanganj Sadar
Model Police Station, said police and divers of fire service

participated in the rescue mission.

PHOTO: BANGLAR CHOKH

US Dept of
State delegation
due today

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

An US delegation led by
Counsellor of the US
Department of State
Ambassador Thomas
Shannon will arrive in
Dhaka today on a one-and-
a-half day visit.

During the wvisit, the
delegation is expected to call
on Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, her International
Affairs Adviser Dr Gowher
Rizvi, and Foreign Minister
AH Mahmood Ali and hold
a bilateral meeting with
Foreign Secretary Md
Shahidul Haque.

Thomas A Shannon, who
has been nominated as the
next under-secretary for polit-
ical affairs of the state depart-
ment, will also likely meet
BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia
before departing for
Colombo tomorrow noon.

Shannon will be accom-
panied by US Assistant
Secretary of State for South
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Inu urges
media not
to instigate
terrorism

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Information Minister
Hasanul Haq Inu yesterday
urged the mass media to
refrain from publishing
content that might directly or
indirectly instigate terrorism.

“You have to be pro-
liberation. Make sure you
do not support terrorism
while you enjoy and exer-
cise your rights,” he said as
the chief guest at a national
convention of Bangladesh
Manabadhikar Bastabayan
Sangstha (BMBS) at a
Dhaka hotel.

The event was organised
marking the 38th anniver-
sary of BMBS.

Inu also said, "Do not
publish anything that you
cannot say in front of your
own children,” he said.

He added that criminal
activities like killings,
abductions and rapes were

deviations from democracy.
"These deviations occur in

all countries. But the mass
media should work to
uphold law and order,
ethics and sovereignty.”
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We are proud being associated with the construction
of the dreamed Padma Multipurpose Bridge Project.
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