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Mother, two girls found

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Nilphamari

Police recovered dead bod-
ies of a woman and her two
daughters from Chowdhury
Haat cluster wvillage in
Kathali union of Jaldhaka
upazila under the district
yesterday morning.

It is suspected that the
woman, Fency Begum, 32,
committed suicide after
killing her daughters
Aklima, 5, and Khadiza, 3.

Aklima as usual went to
the nearby madrasa for
study around 7:30am and

returned home after one
hour, locals said.

Then Fency's husband
Ashraful Islam, 40, a day
labourer, bought some
snacks, handed it over to
daughter Aklima on the way
and went to the adjacent
village for work.

Hearing no sound from
the house for a long time,
neighbours became suspi-
cious, peeped through the
hole of the bamboo fence of
the house and found the
woman hanging from the
ceilingwith a rope.

Entering the room they

also found her two lifeless
daughters, wearing new
dresses, lying on the bed and
informed police.

Due to conflict with his
wife, Ashraful stayed with
his mother in a different
house of the same cluster for
several days, said Sohrab
Hossain Tuhin, chairman of
Kanthali union.

Fency often quarrelled
with her husband and on
several occasions, neigh-
bours mediated between
them, locals said.

It seems that the woman
first strangled her two

dead in Nilphamari

daughters and then she
committed suicide by
hanging from the ceiling
with a rope, said Dilwar
Hasan Inam, officer in
charge of Jaldhaka Police
Station.

Fency's husband Ashraful
Islam filed a murder case
with Jaldhaka Police Station
accusing unnamed people
while police filed an unnat-
ural death case in this con-

nection.
Police sent the bodies to
Nilphamari 100-bed

Hospital for autopsy at
noon.
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Family members of martyrs observe a candlelit vigil at the martyrs' memorial in Feni town on Sunday midnight in

remembrance of freeing of the area from Pakistan occupation forces on December 6 in 1971.
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459 PSC answer
scripts burnt in
‘mysterious fire’

OQUuUR CORRESPONDENT,
Moulvibazar

At least 459 answer scripts of
recently concluded Primary
School Certificate (PSC)
examinations were burnt in
a mysterious fire at Sadar
Upazila Complex on
Saturday.

The answer scripts were
wrapped in 14 bundles and
keptin a room of the upazila
complex. Contacted,
Tahmina Begum, deputy
director of primary educa-
tion department, in Sylhet
division, said it might be an
act of sabotage.

A case was filed with Shah
Poran Police Station in this
connection, Of the 459
answer scripts, 141 were of
English and 318 of Bangla
and Bishwa Porichoy,
Upazila Nirbahi Officer
Mahbubur Rahman said.

Minor girl
killed after
rape

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Kushtia

A minor girl was killed after
rape at Jodubaira village in
Kumarkhali upazila of the
district.

Police recovered the body
of the girl from a field on
Saturday evening. She was
identified as Ishita Khatun,
7, daughter of Isharat Ali of
the village.

Mohibul Islam, officer-
in-charge (OC) of
Kumarkhali Police Station,
quoting family members of
the victim, said Ishita went
to nearby Jodubaira field to
collect grass for cattle on
Saturday afternoon.

As she did not return
home until 6:00pm, family
members and neighbours
went to the field and found
her body there.

The OC said primary
evidence shows that the girl
was raped before being
murdered.

Youth takes own life after
killing college boy

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Kushtia

A young man committed
suicide after killing a college
student at Hatosharipur
village in Sadar upazila of
the district yesterday.

The wvictim is Sujan
Mahmud, a 1st year
Commerce student at
Kushtia Islamia College and
son of Mohabbat Hossain of
the village.

Zoynal Abedin, addi-
tional superintendent of
police (ASP), Kushtia, said
Palash Hossain, 22, son of
Mintu Sheikh of the same
village, swooped on Sujan
while he was returning
home from the college at
around 9:30am. He stabbed
Sujan with a chisel, leaving
him critically injured.

Sujan was taken to Kushtia
General Hospital where he
died at around 10:30am.

Palash took shelter at his

srandfather’s house, about half
a kilometer from the spot,
when he was chased by people
after the incident. He locked
the room from the inside.

On information, a police
team from Kushtia Model
Police Station and members
of the Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab)-12 rushed
to the spot.

Angry people attacked the
house and tried to break the
lock of the room to bring
Palash out. Failing to pacify
them, police fired 7/8 rubber
bullets to disperse the mob
that left three minor boys
injured. Of them, Mehedi
Hassan, a six-year-old student
of Old Kushtia High School is
undergoing treatment at
Kushtia General Hospital.

When Palash heard
about Sujan’'s death from
inside the room, he hanged
himself from the ceiling at
around 11:40am.

Police later broke open
the door of the room and
found Palash hanging from
the ceiling.

Police could not unearth
clue to the stabbing of Sujan
as of 5:30pm yesterday.

ARSON CASE
UP chairman
lands in jail

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

A union parishad chairman,
arrested on Saturday from
Gafargaon municipality area,
was sent to jail yesterday.

Md Shahidur Rahman,
chairman of Saltia Union
Parishad (UP) and former presi-
dent of BNP union unit, was
arrested from his Shulahashia
residence in the municipality in
an arson case said Tofazzal
Hossain, officer-in-charge of
Gafargaon Police Station,
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PHOTO: BANGLAR CHOKH
Tailors remain busy making national flags at the conference room of the Fulchhari upazila

parishad under Gaibandha district yesterday as the local administration has taken an
initiative to hoist the flags of the right size and colour at government and non-
government organisations, educational institutions, and business houses in the upazila
on the Victory Day. As many as 1,500 flags will be distributed free of cost on the occasion.

SNIPPETS

Portusers' conference ends

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Benapole, lessore

The two-day conference of port users in Dhaka,
Chittagong, Mongla and Benapole concluded at Benapole
in Jessore district yesterday. The conference was held
under the banner of Federation of Customs Clearing and
Forwarding Agents Association at the office of Benapole
C&F Agents Association. Local lawmaker Sheikh Afil
Uddin was present as chief guest in the programme
chaired by Akhter Hossain, director of Chittagong
Chamber of Commerce and Industries Ltd.

Indefinite transport strike

UNB, Panchagarh

Transport owners and workers went on an indefinite strike
in the district yesterday demanding a ban on plying of
three-wheelers on the highways. Apel Mahmud, general
secretary of Panchagarh Transport Owners' Association,
said the strike was called as the local administration failed
to stop movement of three-wheelers like Nasimon,
Karimon and battery-driven easy-bike on the busy roads
and highways. District Motor Owners' Union and three
transport workers' associations jointly announced the

programme.

Jamaat leader arrested

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gaibandha

Police arrested a local leader of Jamnaat-e-Islami from his
house at Madhya Darmapur village in Sundarganj upazila
of the district yesterday. The arrestee is Mozammel Hug,
42, secretary of Sreepur union unit of Jamaat. He was
accused in several cases, said Israil Hossain, officer-in-
charge of Sundarganj Police Station. The arrestee was later
produced before a court which sent him to jail, said police.

3 held with pistol, Yaba

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Chapainawabgan]

Members of Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) in separate
drives arrested three people with a pistol, two magazines,
five bullets and 973 Yaba tablets in Sadar and Shibganj
upazilas of the district on Saturday. The arrestees are arms
trader Rumon Ali, 19, son of Mostag Ali of Shibganj, and
drug traders Golap Ali, 30, son of Zillur Rahman, and
Harun ur Rashid, 23, son of Hasan Ali of Sadar upazila.
The arrestees were later handed over to Sadar Police

Station, said Rab sources.

Octogenarian murdered

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

Police recovered the body of an unidentified elderly
man, aged about 80, from Dinajpur branch canal of
Teesta Irrigation Project at Horish Chandrapath village
in Jaldhaka upazila of the district yesterday. Locals
found the body floating in the water in the morning and
informed the police. The law enforcers rushed to the
spot, recovered the body and sent it to Nilphamari 100-
bed Hospital morgue for autopsy. Criminals might have
strangled the victim as injury marks were found on the
throat, said Delwar Hasan Inam, officer-in-charge of

Jaldhaka Police Station,
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Huge logs from illegally felled trees, seized by locals at Kulaghat village in Lalmonirhat
Sadar upazila on Saturday, were handed over to police yesterday.

Logs of illegally felled trees
seized from sawmill

OQUR CORRESPONDENT,
Lalmonirhat

Village police seized huge
logs of illegally felled road-
side trees from a sawmill at
Kulaghat Bazar in Sadar
upazila of the district yester-
day.

Following a complaint
filed by the villagers, the law
enforcers rushed to the spot
and seized the logs.

Earlier on Saturday, local
people stopped a gang from
felling another tree beside
Kulaghat-Barabari road at
Kulaghat village under the
upazila in the morning.

A gang of 6/7 allegedly
led by one Abu Shahed cut
down four big trees beside

the road showing an appli-
cation signed by the district
council administration in
last two days, said the villag-
ers.

They have been felling
the roadside trees illegally
for long with the help of
some unscrupulous officials
of the district council,
alleged locals.

Abdul Jobed, a local
Awami League leader, said,
"Without any bid paper, the
gang felled roadside trees
illegally.”

They already informed
the district council adminis-
trator, upazila nirbahi offi-
cer and police about the
matter.

Shahidul Islam, owner of
the sawmill, said local wood
trader Abdus Samad kept
the logs of the felled road-
side trees for sawing them.

Contacted, Abdus Samad
sald he purchased the logs
from local Abu Shahed and
his men for Tk 70 thousand.

However, Abu Shahed
said they felled the trees
getting permission from the
district council.

But he kept mum when
he was asked if the permis-
sion letter was bid paper.

District Council
Administrator Matiar
Rahman said he will take
immediate steps to investi-
gate the matter.

Criminal killed in shootout
with rivals in Faridpur

cases, police said.

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

Law enforcers recovered the bullet-hit body
of a listed criminal from Piyarpur area of
Faridpur town on Saturday night.

The deceased, Shahin Alam alias Hatkata
Shahin, 37, son of late Motahar Hossain of
Kamlapur area in the town, was a fugitive
accused in at least 18 cases filed with differ-

ent police stations.

He was sentenced to 54 years imprison-
ment by a Faridpur court in four out of 18

11:00pm.

Kamruzzaman, additional superinten-
dent of police in Faridpur, said they came to
know that two gangs of listed criminals were
trading bullets on the bypass road around

A police team led by Sub-Inspector
Abhijit Sarker of Kotwali Police Station went
to the spot, fired blank shots and dispersed

the clashing groups, the ASP added.

Police later found Shahin's bullet-hit
body lying on the spot.
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Documentary Film Making Training Workshop.
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