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KUAKATA SEA BEACH

Dead tree trunks cause
nuisance for tourists

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

A number of trunks of dead
trees have surfaced in a
portion of Kuakata sea
beach, causing disturbance
to free movement of visitors
in the popular tourist spot.

Especially tourists gath-
ering in the west side of
Kuakata Zero Point to enjoy
the sunset scene find it
difficult to move amid huge
trunks spreading in the
area.

"During the rainy season
mighty tidal surges from
the Bay removed surface
layer of the beach. With the
recession of water after-
wards, thousands of trunks
of dead trees appeared in
the kilometres-long area

from Shutki Palli (dried
fish village) to Khajura
reserve forest area," said
Ansar Mia, a resident of
Khajuravillage.

"A section of local people
often dig the beach area to
get logs for using as fire-
wood. And so, the surface
layers get loosened and the
earth and sand removed
easily by the tidal surges," he
added.

"I along with my friends
came here to visit the beach
but we couldn't move freely
due to huge trunks, Some of
my friends got little injuries
while walking in the area at
night,” said Arnob, a student
of Dhaka University.

Tiham Noor, Anima
Islam, and Jyoti -- all tourists

......

from Dhaka, also told of
similar problems.

Local fisherman Sujon
Talukder said earlier they
anchored their boats in the
area but now they are facing
problems due to appearance
of huge trunks.

"Once there was a reserve
forest but natural disasters
like super cyclones Sidr and
Aila and frequent tidal
surges caused massive
destruction of the trees
there. Later trunks of the
trees surfaced as the upper
layer of the earth was
removed by tidal surges,”
said Polash Chakrabarty,
beat officer of the forest
department.

Authority should take
step to clean the beach onan

PHOTO: STAR
A large number of dead tree trunks have surfaced in Kuakata beach area of Patuakhali district due to removal of sand by
tidal surges, much to the disturbance of tourists who gather there to enjoy the scenic beauty, especially before sunset.
The photo was taken from Khajura in Kuakata.

urgent basis considering the
interest of tourists, said Md
Motaleb Sharif, secretary of
Kuakata Hotel Motel
Owners Association.

"In order to save Kuakata
beach from erosion, we
sent a Tk 55 crore Draft
Project Proposal to the
higher authorities six
months ago but it is yet to
be approved," said Md
Abul Khayer, executive
engineer of Bangladesh
Water Development Board,
Kalapara Circle office.

As per the DPP, a five
kilometre flood control
embankment would be
constructed with CC blocks
to protect the scenic beach
and different establish-
ments there, he said.
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Man killed

over land
dispute

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

An elderly man was beaten
to death and his son injured
in a clash over land dispute
at Sinduri-Boruria village in
Sujanagar upazila under the
district yesterday.

The deceased was Sohrab
Mollah, 65, son of Abu
Taher Mollah of the village.

Locals said Sohrab had a
longstanding feud with Moti
Jowardar of the village over
capturing a disputed land.

Sohrab along with his
son Shahin went to the
disputed land at around
4:00pm to prepare it for
cultivating crops. Receiving
the news, Moti and his men
rushed in and swooped on
Sohrab and his son.

They beat up the duo
mercilessly, leaving Sohrab
and his son critically
injured.

Sohrab and Shahin were
admitted to Pabna Medical
College Hospital where
Sohrab succumbed to his
injuries at around 6:00pm,
said Md Motizul Haque,
officer-in-charge (OC) of
Aminpur Police Station.

Indian citizen
held for
intrusion

OUuR CORRESPONDENT,
Nilphamari

Members of Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB) yesterday
arrested an Indian citizen
from Vogdaburi union
under Domar upazila of the
district for entering
Bangladesh illegally.

The arrestee is Bidhan
Chandra. He hails from
Mayabazar village of
Darjeeling district in
Paschimbanga. He said he
entered Bangladesh a week
ago to meet his relatives here.

BGB men of Dangapara
border outpost (BOP)
arrested Bidhan while he was
returning to India through
Adarsha Paravillage.

AL set to bag 2 mayor

FROM PAGE 16
deadline for the candidacy
withdrawal.

Five more BNP mayor
candidates, including that
of Mirkadim in Munshiganj
and Chouddogram in
Comilla, were disqualified
on different grounds,
including not paying hold-
ing taxes.

At least five Jatiya Party's
mayor aspirants and a num-
ber of candidates of some
small parties had also been
disqualified on wvarious
grounds.

Candidatures of at least
three independent candi-
dates from Jamaat were
cancelled in vyesterday's
scrutiny.

The candidates aggrieved
by disqualifications would
be able to challenge the
decisions of the returning

officers before the appellate
authorities within three
days. The appellate authori-
ties would have to dispose
of the appeals within three
days after that.

However, both the BNP
and the AL got benefits from
the scrutiny yesterday as five
dissident AL and seven rebel
BNP candidates were dis-
qualified, reports corre-
spondents.

AL rebel mayor candidate
in Gopalpur of Tangail died
allegedly of the shock of his
disqualification, reports our
correspondent.

Enamul Haque, joint
secretary of Gopalpur
upazila unit of Jubo League,
had submitted his nomina-
tion as an independent after
failing to get the party ticket.

Shamsul Haque, upazila
election officer in Gopalpur,

said Enamul's nomination
was cancelled due to various
anomalies in a document he
had submitted.

Enamul fell sick on his
way home around 5:30pm,
said Jahirul Islam, officer-
in-charge of Gopalpur
Police Station. He was taken
to Gopalpur Upazila Health
Complex where doctors
declared him dead.

In Chengarchar, Awami
League candidate Rafiqul
Alam George is now the
only mayor candidate as the
nomination of his rival BNP
candidate Sarwarul Abedin
was binned, reports a corre-
spondent.

Mafizul Islam, the return-
ing officer and also the
upazila nirbahi officer of
Matlab North upazila, said
Sarwar's candidacy was
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cancelled as he did not
“properly” fill in the nomi-
nation form.

In Parshuram,; BNP
mayor candidate Mostafizur
Rahman Masud was dis-
qualified for faults in some
documents he had submit-
ted with his nomination
paper. This paved the way
for his rival ruling party
contestant Nizam Uddin
Ahmed Chowdhury to
emerge as the lone candi-
date in the race.

In Mirkadim, Returning
Officer Foysal Kadir
declared that BNP mayor
candidate Shamsur Rahman
was disqualified for not
paying Tk 3,457 in taxes.

Shamsur refuted the
allegation and said he had
become the victim of a con-
spiracy by AL mayor candi-
date Shahidul Islam Shahin
and that he would appeal.

The BNP mayor candi-
date in Chouddogram
municipality of Comilla,
Golam Mohammad
Robbani, was disqualified
for failing to pay up his
loans, sources in the return-

date Md Sahabuddin and
Jatiya Party candidate
Khorshed Alom were also
disqualified on different
grounds, reports a corre-
spondent.

Moklesur Rahman, the
mayor candidate of JP in
Laksam, was disqualified for
not signing his affidavit
submitted to the EC.

In Rajshahi, the nomina-
tions of three mayor candi-
dates in Aarani municipality
were cancelled. They were
independent candidates
Nazrul Islam, who is the
incumbent mayor and a
BNP rebel, Abdul Matin, an
ALrebel, and Masud Parvez.

A total of 1,223 mayor
aspirants have filed nomina-
tion papers across the country
to contest in the December-30
municipal elections.

At least 2,668 reserved
(women) councillors and
9,798 general councillors
are also running.

At least 10 councillor in
Porshuram and two council-
lors in Pabna were set to be
elected unopposed as there
were no rivals in their wards.

EXTORTION CHARGE

5 Bogra Swechchhasebak

League men held

Our CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

Police arrested five
Swechchhasebak League
men at Noymile area under
Shajahanpur upazila of the
district on charge of extor-
tion.

The arrestees are Majhira
Bandar Swechchhasebak
League unit Secretary
Hossain Sharif and activists
Monir, 32, Manik Mia, 22,
Masud, 25, Baset, 28, and
Shamim, 25.

Police said the accused
on Thursday demanded Tk
20 lakh from the manager of
a shop dealing in construc-

tion materials and told him
that they would come on
Friday evening to take the
amount.

Being informed by the
manager, police took posi-
tion near the shop at around
7:00pm and arrested the
Swechchhasebak men when
they arrived there to collect
the money. Police also
recovered four machetes,
two knives and other lethal
weapons from their posses-
sion,

Contacted, district
Swechchhasebak League
President Asadur Rahman
Dulu said they have been

supplying sand, bricks and
brick-chips to the shop.
When they went to get the
money for the goods, some
party rivals had them
arrested on false charge,

Contacted, Alamgir
Hossian, officer-in-charge
(OC) of Shajahanpur Police
Station, said the accused
were extortionists.

Police produced the
accused before a court yes-
terday, seeking remand for
them. The court sent the
accused to jail without
giving decision on the
remand prayer, added the
OC.

PHOTO: BANGLAR CHOKH

The local administration burns down the stage that was erected for conducting
obscene dance and gambling in a Teesta char (landmass emerging from riverbed)
area of Gobordhon village in Mohishkhocha union of Aditmari upazila under
Lalmonirhat district on Friday.

Trader found murdered
in Chandpur

A CORRESPONDENT, Chandpur

A trader was found mur-
dered near Waruk level
crossing in Shahrasti
upazila of Chandpur district
on Friday.

The deceased, Mahbub
Alam, 35, son of Abdur Rob
of Asrafpur village in Kachua
upazila, was the owner of a
stationery shop at Nutun
Bazar in the upazila.

Police said a woman
spotted Mahbub's body lying
in a banana orchard in the
evening and informed the
locals.

Being informed by
locals, police went to the
spot, recovered the body
and sent it to Chandpur
Sadar Hospital morgue for
autopsy, sub-inspector
Abul Kashem of Shahrasti
Police Station said, adding

that the body bore stab
wounds.

Criminals killed Mahbub
and later dumped the body
in the orchard, about 100
yards away from the level
crossing, police said.

Meanwhile, Police recov-
ered two more bodies from
Shahrasti and Sadar
upazilas in the district on
Thursday night and Friday
morning,
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