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Rousseff faces

impeachment vote
AFP, Brasilia

Brazilian President Dilma
Rousseff's party was appeal-
ing ay to the Supreme
Court to block impeach-
ment proceedings, in the
first counter-blow of a
battle plunging Latin
America's biggest country
into political turmoil. The
morning after the speaker
of the lower house of
Congress triggered the
impeachment process
against Rousseff on
grounds that she illegally
manipulated government
accounts, her Workers'
Party sprang into action.

Indonesian landslide

buries 18 villagers
AFP, Jakarta

A landslide triggered by
torrential rains yesterday
engulfed a village in western
Indonesia, burying 18
people, an official said.
Three have been found dead
and rescuers are searching
for the bodies of 15 others
after the landslide hit the
village of Lebong Tandai on
Sumatra island, a hilly area
known for gold mining.

Divorced Saudi women
to get ID cards

AFP, Riyadh

Female divorcees and wid-
ows in Saudi Arabia are set to
get their own 1D cards
allowing them to act inde-
pendently from men, local
media reported yesterday.
The changes will allow
women to register a child for
school, access records and
authorise medical proce-
dures once their marriages
have ended, the reports said.

Saudi-led raids on

Yemen clinicwound 9
AFP, Dubai

Aid agency Doctors Without
Borders (MSF) yesterday
accused a Saudi-led coali-

deadly flooding yesterday, as more than 40,000 people have been rescued in recent days after record rains lashed the coastal state, worsen-
ing weeks of flooding that has killed 269 people.

Deal to end blockade reached

Says Nepal Deputy prime minister

PHOTO: AFP

Fate of Taliban
chief uncertain

AFP, Kandahar

Afghan officials scrambled yesterday to establish whether
Taliban supremo Mullah Akhtar Mansour was still alive,
after sources said he was "critically" wounded in a firefight
following a bitter argument with commanders in the
divided militant movement.

It remains unclear whether Mansour survived the gun-
fight, which threatens to derail a renewed regional push to
jump-start peace talks with the Taliban.

The clash broke out just four months after Mansour was
appointed Taliban leader in an acrimonious leadership
succession soon after the group belatedly confirmed long-
time chief Mullah Omar's death.

The Taliban officially rejected as "absolutely baseless"
the reports of the firefight, which officials and militant
sources said was triggered by an altercation at an insurgent
gathering that cascaded out of control.

"We are trying to establish whether Mansour is dead or
alive," said Sultan Faizi, the spokesman for the Afghan first
vice president,

"His situation is critical,” Faizi said, citing credible
information.

A senior Pakistani intelligence official told AFP that
Mansour had been "very seriously injured" in what he
described as a "heavy exchange of fire" at a gathering of
militant commanders near the Pakistani city of Quetta.

An Afghan intelligence official and multiple insurgent
sources close to Mansour's group confirmed the account to
AFP, adding that the gunfight left at least four Taliban
members dead and several others wounded.

'Pakistan planned to
drop nukes on India’

THE HINDU ONLINE

Nepal's Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs Kamal Thapa,
who is on a tour of India, told The Hindu
on Wednesday that a three-step political
agreement to resolve the crippling
economic blockade has been reached
between the government of Nepal and
the protesting Madhesi parties.

“The consensus which is in a
preliminary stage needs a lot of care,
support and understanding from all
the stakeholders,” Thapa told The
Hindu in an exclusive interview.

He pointed out that the agreement
was prompted by the alarming rise of
extremist sentiments in all political
sections during the three-month-long
blockade and related hardships. “We had
to stop the extremist forces from using
Nepal's political platform and that is why
this agreement was reached in the interest
of the future of Nepal, " he said.

Earlier, Thapa met External Affairs
Minister Sushma Swaraj and National

Security Advisor Ajit Doval to discuss
ways and means to keep internal
politics of the neighbour on a separate
track from India-Nepal relationship.
“We have to de-link the internal
developments of Nepal from India-
Nepal relationship,” he said.

The minister said that under the
framework agreement, the issue of
territorial demarcation of the
Madhesis and their cultural and
political rights would be adequately
addressed. While the demarcation
might take three months to be imple-
mented, other decisions would be
implemented immediately. He also
conceded that “past errors” by certain
groups might have contributed to the
present crisis in Nepal.

A key aspect of the solution package
will be the constitutional amend-
ments. Thapa pointed out that the
Nepal government has proposals for
amendments ready and will clear the
ambiguities around the process.

His visit to India was prompted by
the onset of snowing and heavy rains
in Nepal that intensified the suffering
of the people in the mountainous
region. “Winter has set in and people
are suffering because of the blockade
and we feel absolutely certain that we
can end the blockade by building
greater consensus,” he said.

Thapa said emphatically that “pro-
portional and inclusive representation”
— a key issue for the Madhesi people —
will be ensured to the Madhesis. He
began his visit on Tuesday evening by
meeting a cross-section of Indian
parliamentarians in the Embassy of
Nepal.

The meeting was attended by
CPI(M) leader Sitaram Yechury, CPI
leader Raja, Jagadambika Pal and Vijay
Jolly from BJP and Devi Prasad
Tripathi of NCP among others. During
the meeting, Thapa requested Indian
Parliament to take up the issue of
humanitarian crisis that has begun to

tion of bombing its clinic in
southwest Yemen, wound-
ing nine people in what it
said was "a violation of
international law". Two MSF
staff were among those
wounded when the clinic in
Taez, Yemen's third-largest
city, was struck by coalition
jets on Wednesday;, it said.

Egypt orders retrial of
Brotherhood head

AFP, Cairo

Egypt's top court yesterday
ordered a retrial of Muslim
Brotherhood leader
Mohamed Badie, overturning
a death sentence for Islamist
protest violence, a judicial
official and a lawyer said.
Thirty-six co-defendants who
were condemned to death or
life in prison by a lower court
will be retried along with
Badie, who has also been
sentenced to death in a
different case.
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Indian children dressed as the country's founding father Mahatma Gandhi line up for a function in Mumbai,
yesterday. Some 1000 children participated in the event promoting the Gandhian ideology to spread the message
of simple living, reduce consumption and waste as a mark of respect to Gandhi, famed as the torchbearer of
India's fight against British rule.

PHOTO: AFP

INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

Pakistan planned to deploy nuclear
weapons against India during the 1999
Kargil War, according to former top
White House official.

The information was revealed after
former CIA analyst, Bruce Riedel, wrote
an obituary for Sandy Berger who died of
cancer on Wednesday. Berger was a
former national security advisor to the
then American President Bill Clinton.

The CIA had warned President Clinton
of the plans, which formed part of the daily
top secret classified briefing on July 4, 1999,
when he was scheduled to meet visiting
Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif.

Riedel wrote: “The morning of the
Fourth, the CIA wrote in its top-secret Daily
Brief that Pakistan was preparing its nuclear
weapons for deployment and possible use.
The intelligence was very compelling. The
mood in the Oval Office was grim.

"Berger urged Clinton to hear out Sharif,

FF -0y

but to be firm. Pakistan started this crisis
and it must end it without any compensa-
tion. The president needed to make clear to
the prime minster that only a Pakistani
withdrawal could avert further escalation.

“Sandy knew Clinton better than
anyone, his natural inclination was to
find a deal. This time, no deal was
possible, it must be an unequivocal
Pakistani climbdown.

“It worked. Sharif agreed to pull back
his troops. It later cost him his job: the
army ousted him in a coup and he spent
a decade in exile in Saudi Arabia. But the
risk of a nuclear exchange in south Asia
was averted. It was Berger's finest hour."

The Kargil war took place along the
Pakistan-India Line of Control (LOC) in
Ladakh, in the northern Indian state of
Jammu and Kashmir.

The infiltration of Pakistani armed
forces into Indian Territory, led by
General Ashrat Rashid initiated the
conflict.
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SE Asia risks subsidising
human smugglers: IOM

REUTERS, Bangkok

Southeast Asia needs legal channels of
migration to help curb human smuggling,
the International Organization of
Migration said yesterday, days after it urged
efforts to avoid a repeat of this year's disaster
when hundreds of refugees were lost at sea
or died in jungle camps.

The 10-member Association of Southeast
Asian Nations established an economic
community last month to free up capital
and trade, but made limited provision for
labour movement even though the region
has millions of migrant workers.

"There needs to be more legal channels of
migration, so that we don't end up uninten-
tionally subsidizing the smugglers," 10M
Director General William Lacy Swing told
reporters.

"If the visa regime makes it impossible
for people to get to the jobs that are there to
be filled, then obviously they will go to
smugglers and pay a lot of money."

Thousands of migrants from Bangladesh
and Myanmar have fled persecution and
poverty in recent years, putting their lives in
the hands of human smugglers to reach
countries with better prospects in Southeast
Asia and beyond.

Lacy spoke ahead of a meeting in
Bangkok this week to address the migrant
crisis, a follow-up to a meeting that took
place in May as the humanitarian disaster
unfolded, just as European countries were

struggling to cope with refugees fleeing war
in Syria and Iraq.

A clamp-down by Thai police on human
trafficking gangs triggered the regional crisis
earlier this year. It followed the discovery in
May of 30 bodies in graves near the Thai-
Malaysian border, which sparked interna-
tional outcry.

The crackdown disrupted smuggling
routes, leaving thousands of migrants
abandoned at sea. More than 4,000 of them
landed in Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand,
Myanmarand Bangladesh.

More than 1,900 migrants from
Myanmar and Bangladesh are still in
shelters and immigration detention centres,
according to the IOM. Many of them are
members of Myanmar's Rohingya Muslim
minority who fled apartheid-like condi-
tions in the country's Rakhine state.

October and November mark the start of
the four-month "sailing season", the busiest
time for smuggling and trafficking ships
plying the Bay of Bengal.

Aussie steps up
hunt for MH370

Believes it's looking in the
right place

AFP, Sydney

Australia yesterday said fresh analysis of data on missing jet
MH370 confirmed authorities are searching in the right
place, with hopes remaining that it will one day be found.

Australia has been leading the difficult search in the
remnote southern Indian Ocean for the Malaysia Airlines
plane since it mysteriously disappeared on March 8 last year
en route from Kuala Lumpur to Beijing with 239 people on
board.

Based on satellite analysis of the jet's likely trajectory
after it diverted from its flight path, ships have been scour-
ing the seabed off Australia's west coast, so far covering
75,000 square kilometres of a 120,000 square kilometre
target zone without result.

Deputy Prime Minister Warren Truss said the Australian
Detence Science and Technology Group had been tasked
with crunching all available data once again to make sure
nothing had been missed.

The conclusions, using models of Inmarsat satellite
communications data, aircraft dynamics and meteorological
data to determine likely flight paths, were released in a new
report -- "MH370 - Definition of Underwater Search Areas.”

“The key outcomes of this additional work validate what
has happened so far. It affirms that the aircraft is likely
located somewhere in the 120,000 square kilometre area
along the seventh arc,” Truss said, referring to the area where
authorities believe the plane went down.

"The new research further emphasises that we are search-
ing in the right direction, it uses different methodology and
has come to the same conclusions.
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