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Bharti Airtel plans $9b
Investment to upgrade
India phone network

REUTERS, New Delhi

India's biggest telecommunications
carrier, Bharti Airtel Ltd, will invest
600 billion rupees ($8.98 billion)
over three years to upgrade its net-
work, as competition heats up in the
world's second-biggest mobile
phone market.

The investment plan comes as
Reliance Industries Ltd, headed by
India's richest man Mukesh Ambani,
prepares to launch the nation's big-
gest 4G broadband network and take
on Bharti Airtel, which is headed by
billionaire Sunil Mittal.

Maobile phone carriers in India
have spent billions of dollars on buy-
ing telecom airwaves to meet surging
demand for quality and fast data
connection as more Indians access the
Internet through their smartphones.

Airtel said on Monday the bulk
of its $9 billion investment would
be used on infrastructure to
improve voice and data services in a
country known for its poor mobile
connectivity.

Gopal Vittal, Bharti Airtel's chief
executive for India and South Asia,
said the planned investment, to be
raised largely through cash accruals,
includes the capital expenditure
target of about $2.2 billion for the
current fiscal year to March 2016.

“There still are problems with the
network...We are still not where we
need to be" Vittal told reporters,
referring to India's increasingly
congested airwaves that leave calls
disconnected in the middle of con-
versations.

"The primary purpose of this is a
commitment to building a world class

network in India," he said, adding the
company has already bought most of
the radio airwaves needed.

There are more than 970 million
mobile phone subscriptions in India,
government data show. The number
of smartphone users topped 140
million last year, and is expected to
reach 651 million by 2019, according
to a study by Cisco.

Airtel, which also competes with
Vodatone Group PLC's India unit and
Idea Cellular Ltd, will lay 550,000
kilometres of domestic and interna-
tional fibre cable and expand mobile
broadband coverage to 500,000
Indian villages in three years, from
250,000 today, Vittal said.

The investment plan also comes
in amid the government's "digital
India" push to connect 250,000
villages by 2019,
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MA Hashem, chairman of United Commercial Bank, opens the bank's 155th branch in Sherpur. Muhammed Ali, man-

aging director, was also present.

MERCANTILE BANK

Morshed Alam, a member of parliament, opens the 104th branch of Mercantile Bank at Senbagh, Noakhali on Sunday.
Md Abdul Hannan, vice chairman of the bank, was also present.
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Invitation for Tenders

Chips, electronic
devices boost
Japan's factory
output

Ministry/Division

Ministry of Information.

AFP, Tokyo

Agency

Department of Mass Communication.

Procuring entity name

Director General.

Procuring entity code

Not applicable.

Japan's factory output

Procuring entity district

Dhaka

expanded again in

Inwtatrun for

Procurement of Goods: (i) Multimedia Projector (LED) & DVD Disk Player.

October, data showed

15.56.2666.003.26.51.14(Pari-1).3826(2)

Monday, boosted by

29.11.2015

KE‘I" INFORMATION

production of memory

Procurement method

OTM

chips and electronic

GN INFORMATION

devices, in a rare bright

Budget and source of funds

GOB

spot for the recession-

Development partners
applicable

Not applicable.

hit economy.

CULAR INFORMATION

Economists were

Project/programme  code
applicable)

Not applicable.

generally upbeat on
the 1.4 percent expan-

Project/programme  name

applicable)

Not applicable.

sion in activity -- the
second consecutive

Tender package No.

01/2015-2016

Tender package name

Lot-A

monthly rise -- and

Tender publication date

30.11.2015

said it signalled Japan's

Tender last selling date

20.12.2015

second recession in as

Date

Time

many years would

Tender closing date and fime

22.12.2015

12.00 noon

likely be short lived.

Tender opening date and time

22.12.2015

2.30pm

"The second

Name & address of the office(s)

Address

-Selling tender  document
(principal)

UDA cum Cashier, Room No-11, Department of Mass Communication,
AGB Bhaban, Segunbag

icha, Dhaka.

straight rise in indus-
trial production indi-

-Receiving tender document

(i) Department of Mass Communication, Segunbagicha, Dhaka (Roam No.
16) or (i) PID, Bhaban No. 09 (Clinic Bhaban), Room No. 205,
Bangladesh Secretariat, Dhaka, Bangladesh.

cates that the econ-
omy returned to

-Opening tender document

Department of Mass Communication, Segunbagicha, Dhaka (Room No.
16).

growth this quarter,”
research house Capital

INFORMATION FOR TENDERER

Economics said.

21 Brief eligibility and qualification of

The tenderers should be importer/authorized sole distributor/authorized
tenderer local agent of the manufacturer & well experienced with having own show
room and service center in Dhaka.

Brief description of goods

Retail sales data
were also stronger

(i) Multimedia Projector (LED)-25 Nos. (i) DVD Disk Player-70 Nos.

than expected, offering

Price of tender document (TK)

1000/- (one thousand).

a glimmer of hope

Lot Identification
No. of lot

Location

Tender security
amount (Tk)

Completion time in
weeks/months

after Tokyo on Friday
published a string of

1 Lot-A

Department of Mass Communication,
AGB Bhaban, Segunbagicha, Dhaka,
Bangladesh

1,50,000/-

04 weeks

mostly weak data --
the first major figures

PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS

since news that the

25 Name of official inviting tender

Rifat Zafreen.

world's number three

26 Designation of official inviting
tender

Deputy Director (Technical & Training).

economy had slipped

27 Address of official inviting tender

Room No-21, Department of Mass Communication, AGB Bhaban,
=egunbagicha, Dhaka, Bangladesh.

back into recession.
A key inflation

28 Contact details of official inviing
tender

Tel: 8392485 Fax:

58312420

dgmasscommunication@yaboo.com

gauge showed prices
fell in October from a

29 The procuring entity reserves the right to reject all tenders or annul the tender proceedings.

GD-3739

Rifat Zafreen

Deputy Director (Technical & Training)
Department of Mass Communication
AGB Bhaban, Segunbagicha, Dhaka

year ago, while spend-
ing by households
also dropped in a
double blow for
Abenomics.

Ahmed Pasha, head of
strategic HR at Edison
Group, and SM Morshed-
Uz-Zaman, head of cus-
tomer service, open the
46th Symphony Smile
outlet, a customer care
centre for the company's
mobile brand, in Malibagh,
Dhaka.

SYMPHONY

S Korea ratifies free trade deal with China

AFP, Seoul

South Korea on Monday ratified a free
trade agreement (FTA) with China that
would remove most tariffs between Asia's
largestand fourth-largest economies,

The pact, signed in June, was passed
by parliament with a 196-33 majority -
- although it still needs China's ratifica-
tion in order to take effect.

The green light came after the

Seoul government promised to pro-
vide about one trillion won ($865

million) in direct financial support
for farmers and fishermen who argue
that their livelihoods will be severely
affected by the deal.

Negotiations for the agreement,
which began in 2012, had often been
marred by angry protests from South
Korean farmers who fear an influx of
cheap Chinese imports.

In an effort to assuage opponents, the
final pact excluded many of South Korea's
major farming and fisheries goods like
rice, beef, pork, pepperand squid.

China, meanwhile, excluded or
delayed the opening of its relatively
less-developed manufacturing seg-
ments, such as the auto sector and
display panel production.

The two countries will gradually
remove tariffs on more than 90 percent
of traded goods within 20 years.

China is the South's top trading
partner as well as its biggest export
market, and two-way trade between
South Korea and China stood at
US$$290.5 billion in 2014,
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