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Pest damages sugarcane on
100 bighas in Gaibandha

Rangpur Sugar Mills likely to face supply shortfall

KM REZAUL HDQU E,
Craibandha

Sugarcane on about 100
bighas of land under the
mill zone areas of Rangpur
Sugar Mills in Gaibandha
district have dried due to
severe attack of stem borer,
locally called majra poka,
much to the worry of grow-
ers and mill authorities.

Pesticides, even those
supplied by the mill author-
ities, failed to control wide-
spread insect attack on
sugarcane in Satitola and
Poontair blocks in
Gobindaganj upazila under
Gaibandha district, farmers
said.

Visiting the affected
areas, it was seen that huge
pest-affected sugarcane in
the fields are getting dried
and many farmers were
felling those for using as fire
stick.

Farmers cultivated sugar-
cane on 3,882 acres of land
to meet the demand of
Rangpur Sugar Mills in this
crushing season, but the
authorities are now worried

about adequate supply of
sugarcane, as stem borer
damaged huge sugarcane,
mill sources said.

Pest attack on sugarcane
fields has continued spread-
ing and plants are drying up

at different places, said local
growers.

"We have sprayed pesti-
cide in the sugarcane field to
control majra poka, but that
did not work much," said
Saiful Islam, a farmer of
Satitola village.

"l have cultivated sug-
arcane on one and a half
bighas of land, but pest
attack damaged the
whole field," said Haider
Ali, another sugarcane
grower.

The farmers demanded
immediate running of mill,
so that they can supply
sugarcane before further
spread of insects.

As per usual practice, the
mill is supposed to start
sugarcane crushing in late
December or early January.

Admitting massive pest
attack on sugarcane fields,
Abdul Khaleque, managing
director of Rangpur Sugar
Mills, said, "Adequate mea-
sures were taken to control
pest attack on sugarcane
fields, but to no affect. The
last flood also badly affected
many of the sugarcane fields
in the area.”

A team from Dhaka
recently visited the affected
fields and took samples of
affected plants for further
test, he said.
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A stem borer infested sugarcane field under Satitola block in Gobindaganj upazila of Gaibandha district.
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BNP leader
held with

pistol, bullets

OuRr CORRESPONDENT,
Chapainawabganj

Police arrested a local BNP
leader and seized a pistol and
bullets from his possession
in Shibganj upazila of the
district on Saturday night.

The arrestee is Ansarul
Islam, 45, assistant general
secretary of Mobarakpur
union unitof BNP.

Officer-in-Charge Moinul
Islam of Shibganj Police
Station, said law enforcers
raided Ansarul's house at
Mobarakpur village around
10:30pm and arrested him
with a pistol, two magazines
and six bullets.

Ansarul was wanted in at
least 10 criminal cases filed
with the police station, the
OC added.

Madrasa boy
drowns in
pond

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Benapole, Jessore

A 10-year-old madrasa student
drowned in a pond at
Jhumjhumpur village under
Jessore Sadar upazila yesterday.
The deceased, Sony
Rahman, son of Mosharraf
Hossain , was a Class V stu-
dent atalocal madrasa.
Quoting witnesses, police
said Sony went to take a bath
in a pond adjacent to their
house. He suddenly slipped
into the pond and drowned.

Three stalker
arrested

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Moulvibazar

Police yesterday arrested three
youths on charge of stalking
college girls in Mullapara area
under Tahirpur upazila of
Sunamganj district.

The arrestees are Rony
Miah, 18, son of late Shafig
Miah of Mullahpara village,
Talha Miah, 19, son of Abul
Kalam Miah of Ghagtia
village and Sujon Miah, 30,
son of Shahid Miah of Suhala
village in the upazila.

SPECIAL DRIVES

53 Jamaat-Shibir men among
69 held in four districts

STAR COUNTRY DESK

At least 69 people including
53 Jamaat-Shibir men were
held in Jhenidah,
Chandpur, Satkhira and
Mymensingh districts yes-
terday and the day before.

A team of joint force in
separate drives arrested 37
activists of Jamaat-e-Islami
in six upazilas of Jhenidah
in the last two days, reports
our correspondent.

Of them, 11 are from
Sadar, six from Shailakupa,
12 from Moheshpur, one
from Harinakundo, four
from Kaliganj and three
from Kotchandpur upazilas.

They were arrested on
charge of planning subver-
sive activities in the areas,
satd: Agsistant
Superintendent of Police
Ajbahar Ali Sheikh,

In Chandpur, seven activ-
ists of Islami Chhatra Shibir
were held during a special
drive by the law enforcers ata
mess in Mominpara area of
the district town on Saturday

evening, reports LINB.

The arrestees are Sabbir
Hossain, Mohammad
Farhaduzzaman,
Mohammad Yunus,
Mohammad Uzzal, Abdus
Salam, Mohammad Bahar
Elahi and Rubel.

On secret information, a
police team led by Masud
Shamim, sub-inspector of
Chandpur Model Police
Station, raided the mess in
the area around 7:00pm and
arrested the Shibir men.

They were arrested in
several cases, said police.

Away in Satkhira, a joint
force arrested 21 people,
including five activists of
Jamaat-Shibir, from differ-
ent places of the district
yesterday and the day
before, reports LINB.

Enamul Haque, sub-
inspector of Special Branch,
Satkhira said a team of joint
force, comprising police,
Rapid Action Battalion and
Border Guard Bangladesh,
conducted separate drives in

six upazilas of the district and
arrested the 21, including
four Jamaat and one Shibir
men, on various charges.

Police said the Jamaat-
Shibir men were arrested on
sabotage charges.

Among the arrestees, 10
are from Sadar, two each
from Kalaroa and Debhata,
three each from Kaliganj
and Ashashuni, and one
from Patkelghata upazila.

In Mymensingh,
Detective Branch of police
arrested four Jamaat-Shibir
men on charge of planning
arson attacks at Gushtha
village in Sadar upazila of
the district Saturday night,
reports our correspondent.

They are Akhtar Hossain,
48, Haluaghat upazila
Jamaat nayeb-e-ameer, his
son Abu khavyer
Mohammad Abdullah alias
Khayer Munshi, Oliullah
Mujaheed, 24, Shibir activ-
ist, and Ataullah Galib, 18,
secretary of Dapunia union
unit of Shibir.,
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International Re-Tender Notice

Tender Ref: DACWA/Central AC/14, Date: 19/04/2015

Sealed tenders are hereby invited for Supply, Installation, Testing & Commissioning of a 350 RT Central Air-
Conditioning System at Balaka Bhaban, Kurmitola, Dhaka, Bangladesh from the Central Air-Conditioner
manufacturers or their authorized agents those who have successfully completed the Supply, Installation, Testing
and Commissioning of minimum 300 RT capacity 01 No. Centrifugal Chiller with related works during the last 08
(eight) years in any govt/semi-govt/autonomous bodies/corporation/public limited company in Bangladesh.

Tender documents with detail schedule of works, terms & conditions, etc will be available in Cash & Banking
Section, Ground Floor, Balaka Bhaban, Kurmitola, Dhaka, Bangladesh on cash payment of BDT 10,000/- (BDT ten
thousand) only per set (non-refundable) and also will be available from Biman's outstations in Dubai, London,
Singapore & Kualalumpur office on cash payment of USD 150.00 (USD one hundred fifty) only per set (non-
refundable) on all working days up to 20/12/2015 during office hours.

Tenderers shall have to submit 2.5% of the quoted price in BDT/USD as eamest money in favour of Biman
Bangladesh Airlines Ltd in the form of Bank Draft/Pay Order/Bank Guarantee with tender, without which the tender

Tenders will be received in Room # 409, Project Section, 3™ Floor, Balaka, Kurmitola, Dhaka, Bangladesh
up to 1400 hrs on 21/12/2015 and will be opened on the same day at 1430 hrs in presence of tenderers (if any).
Biman Management reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the tenders without assigning any reason

Md. Azizul Islam
GM P&W (Actg)
Phone # +88-02-8901389

UZ CHAIRMAN EKRAM MURDER CASE

Another charge-sheeted
accused arrested in Feni

A CORRESPONDENT, Feni

Members of Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab) yesterday
arrested another charge
sheeted accused in Phulgazi
upazila chairman Ekramul
Hag murder case.

The accused is Md Omar
Faruk, 22, of Mollikbari at
Kadalgaziroad in the town.

Subhash Chandra Saha,
deputy commander of Rab-
7, said the elite force, acting
on a tip-off, raided the area
in the afternoon and
arrested Faruk, also a Jubo
League activist. He was later
handed over to Feni Sadar
Model Police Station.

Investigation Officer
(10) Abul Kalam Azad, also
acting officer-in-charge of

Feni DB Police, said they
pressed charges against 56
people on August 28, 2014.
Of the charge-sheeted
accused, 43 are now in jailand
16 of them confessed to their
involvement in the killing
under Section 164. The rest of
the accused are still at large.
Phulgazi upazila chair-
man Ekramul Haq, also
president of the upazila unit
of Awami League, was shot
and burnt to death in his car
in Academy area of Feni town
on May 20 the same year.
Rezaul Haque Jasim,
brother of the slain upazila
chairman, filed a case, accus-
ing local BNP leader Mahtab
Uddin Minar and 30 to 35
otherunnamed people.

Six hurt in clash over
land dispute

OUuR CORRESPONDENT,
Nilphamari

Six people were injured as two
groups of villagers clashed
over the ownership of a dis-
puted land at Barogharia
village in Sadar upazila of the
district yesterday.

Locals said the two
groups--one led by Saiful
Islam and the other by Abu
Bakkar Siddique--had been

claiming the ownership of
40 decimals of land at the
village for long.

Villagers had earlier held
several meetings to settle the
matter, but they failed.

When Abu Bakkar and
his men went to the land to
harvest amon paddy at
noon, Saiful and his sup-
porters attacked them with
lethal weapon, prompting
their rivals to retaliate.

PHOTO: STAR
Ignoring the risk of fatal accident anytime, vendors set
makeshift warm cloth shops just beside the railway at
Saidpur station in Nilphamari district while the authorities
| concerned are turning a blind eye.

PHOTO: STAR

Panchagarh Deputy Commissioner Mohammad Salauddin hands over the price of the
land purchased from a resident of a former Indian enclave at the DC office yesterday.
Several others also received the prices of their lands as the last batch comprising 34
people living in the former enclaves will cross the Chilahati-Haldibari border in
Nilphamari district today, as per their option for new home in India.

FORMER ENCLAVES

Last batch from Panchagarh
leaves for India today

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Thakugaon

As part of the process to
relocate former enclave
dwellers, 34 people of 12
families from three
enclaves -- Dohola
Khagrabari and
Coatbhajini in Debiganj
upazila and Behuladanga
in Boda upazila of
Panchagarh district -- will
go to India today.

Those people, forming
the last batch undr the relo-
cation process, will enter the
neighbouring country
through Chilahati-
Haldibari border check post
in Nilphamari district the
same day.

The people were sup-
posed to go to India with
early batches which left for
the country on November
22,23,24 and 26.

After getting travel passes,
they delayed going to India
as they fell in trouble to sell
their lands for fair prices to
the locals.

Sensing it, the district
administration took ini-
tiative to buy their lands
with actual market prices
on behalf of the govern-
ment.

After completing all
formalities of selling lands,
the administration handed
over Tk 52.51 lakh to the
people in cash vyesterday
afternoon.

Of them, Domashu Roy,
55, son of late Boishanju Roy
of former enclave
Behuladanga in Boda upazila,
got Tk 29 lakh 68 thousand
704 for his four acres and 12
decimals of land.

Deputy Commissioner
Mohammad Salahuddin
handed over the sum to
them vyesterday after-
noon.

Receiving the amount,
Domashu told this corre-
spondent that he was
happy by selling the land
with actual market price
and thanked the district
administration for this.

During a joint survey
conducted by the India-
Bangladesh survey team in
July, as many as 487 former
enclave dwellers of 98 families
opted to relocate to India.

Of them, five people
changed their decision to go
to India at the eleventh
hour.

The district administra-
tion has already arranged

vehicles for transporting
their goods to the check
post.

In Kurigram, 16 people of
five families from now
defunct Dashiarchhara
enclave in Phulbari upazila
of the district left for India
yesterday, reports our corre-
spondent.

In the third and last
batch, they got together at
the ground of Sheikh
Fazilatunnesa Dakhil
Madrasa at Dashiarchhara
in the morning and started
their journey with goods
by two microbuses and
four pick-up wvans to
Bagbhandar-Shahebganj
border check post in
Bhurungamari upazila
around 10:00am.

A touching scene
appeared at the madrasa
ground when the vehicles
carrying the people started
for India.

After completing all
process of immigration,
they entered India around
4:00pm where Indian
High Commissioner
Shailendra Kishore and
Phulbari UNO Nasir
uddin Mahmud were
present.
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