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Emergency 1n Tunisia

FROM PAGE 16

statement shared on jihadist social
media accounts has claimed responsi-
bility for the bombing in a busy area in
the heart of Tunis, a few hundred
metres (yards) from the interior minis-
try, which came as the 26th Carthage
Film Festival was in full swing.

The Jihadist group previously staged
attacks in the North African country, often
seen as a rare success story of the Arab
Spring afterits 2011 overthrow of long time
dictator Zine El Abidine Ben AlL.

Twelve presidential guards were
killed and 20 other people were
wounded in Tuesday's blast, including
four civilians, according to a prelimi-
nary toll from the health ministry.

The remains of a 13th person found
at the scene have not yet been identi-
fied, officials said.

"It could be that this is a terrorist,”
Health Minister Said Aidi told national
television.

According to unconfirmed reports in
Tunisian media, the blast was caused by
a man wearing an explosives belt,

Some presidential guards expressed
concern that not enough was being
done to protect them from attacks.

"For years this place has been our
gathering point but they didn't think
to change it although we are the first to
be targeted," one guard said of the site
of thebombing,

The transport ministry announced
following the blast that security would
be reinforced in the country's ports
and only passengers would be allowed
to enter Tunis's international airport.

Tunisia has been plagued by
Islamist violence since the 2011 revolu-
tion and dozens of members of the
security forces have been killed.

Two attacks this year claimed by the
Islamic State group targeted foreigners
-- at the National Bardo Museum in
March, killing 21 tourists and a police-
man, and at a resort hotel in Sousse in
June, killing 38 tourists.

A year ago, a bus carrying troops was
attacked by two armed men in north-
west Tunisia, according to the defence
ministry. Five soldiers were killed.

In July 2014, 15 soldiers were killed
in the Mount Chaambi region near the
Algerian border, in the worst such
attack in the army’'s history.

The United States condemned the latest
attack and offered to help the Tunisian

authorities with theirinvestigation.

Tunisia's press yesterday called for
national unity and resistance.

"United against barbarism" declared
Le Quotidien. "Tunisia will not bend,”
said Le Temps, while Al Maghreb called
for "a new philosophy and special mea-
sures” to fight terrorism.

The attack came after a jihadist group
on Sunday claimed the beheading of a
young Tunisian shepherd on behalf of
IS, accusing him of having informed the
army about their movements in the
central province of Sidi Bouzid.

Thousands of Tunisians are fighting
in neighbouring Libya, as well as in
Irag and Syria on the side of jihadists.
IS CLAIMS RESPONSIBILITY
In a statement shared on jihadist social
media accounts, the IS said a Tunisian
suicide bomber named "Abou
Abdallah al-Tounissi" boarded the bus
in central Tunis on Tuesday and blew
himself up.

[S published a photo of the attacker
dressed in white and wearing an explo-
sives vest, his head and face covered
with a scarf.

The jihadist group said 20 people
had been killed.

EP to debate

FROM PAGE 1

(S&D group) in the EP, expresses seri-
ous concern over "the violations of
freedom of expression and free media
coverage in Bangladesh."

The text of the motion, available on
the EP website, is yet to be adopted as a
resolution.

With reference to the "new media
policy" published by the government
on August 6, 2014, it says "elements of
this policy impose limits on media
freedom.”

The group calls on the government
to bring the Cyber-Security Act of 2015
and the Information and
Communication Technology Act in line
with "international free speech stan-
dards, and drop the criminalisation of
‘anti-State’ publications”.

It strongly calls on the Bangladeshi

on freedom

authorities to launch a credible and
transparent investigation into the
killing of publishers, bloggers and
foreign nationals and "to recognise
and respect freedom of the press and
media and to allow human rights
groups to play an important role in
strengthening accountability and
documenting human rights abuses."

It asks the government to drop "all
charges against editors and journalists
who have published content critical of
the government, allow the immediate
opening of all media houses and social
media services that were shut and
immediately restore full and unhin-
dered access to all forms of publica-
tions, including electronic ones."

It also asks the government "to
allow international NGOs in the coun-
try to undertake their mission, includ-

ing Amnesty International and
Transparency International.”

[t urges the government "to launch
an investigation into the extra-judicial
killings and enforced disappearances
of opposition political activists in the
country” and to release "all opposition
political leaders that have been ille-
gally detained for participating or
being thought to be participating in
protected speech and assembly."

It calls on the government of
Bangladesh "to accept the call for a
national dialogue from opposition
political parties and civil society
organisations on the current crises.”

It asks the EUI to review its trade
relations with Bangladesh until it
ensures the return of democratic gover-

nance in the country.

e

EINE FICTEHN

SEINe CIERIRE o, BIFl- >0 4

LERCREEIRS

Ofes e @ sdfEs srfey

0d | TaeieT/Rert s | of fogge wEetem |
o} | GTE™ 3 | TIETTSIGS (48 @ STolfer! FRIa, LINE FIOSH
00 | TRETF FGR TN 3 | &w “Afvlee, Tiemieee Pre @ Teifret Srau(uD 44T)
o8 | HERT HPH (Tl g | OIr ' | |
o¢ | VI SIZAMNAT W 8 | Supply & Installation of Cnmputers printers, UPS
| &Photocopiers.
oY | MW IR 7 8 ©f{y 3 | 830 jeeef@sis/oq/se Avoke  ©R-3@/bd/0de
09 | AR A%(C 3 | TS v
ov |EdITH s |[fmefR *
ob | Weoiw Rercm o faey @ g 3 | So/s3/s¢ T2 SR BeAIFIAA I
S0 | A% SFeR Sifrd 8 W 3 | S9/53/5¢%2 (@ SR, 0o¥RF 4w
3y | wae e eI € Wy 3 | 59/53/5¢ T (@ . 00% B
| e RE A ¢ 3 - -
(%) Faela wleTetii s 2 | (%) o b, THEWSas (21 @ SIRrF S, AN
FIGTEHH, SRS, CITERIEAR(YY o), 51t-3309 |
() “fawters, ue ¢ &7 fsr, T Fiere, s,
CITARRETT (0T &1, 511 |
(ﬁ)wmmmmﬁwﬁw aﬂm T AL
Tadl, 519t |
(4) w=ei@ wfeenn g 2 | (%) aog A, Piemeres <1 @ s e, TmENe
TICTGHA, SIS, CITIRMEETITAE(YY ©aT), B1at-3R09 |
(4) w13t el sfirmieg srfa, erem oo |
(51) T el it fAerlia iafer, 2o F7rt, e,
©adl, 519 | -
- (%) ﬁﬁwﬂw,WW{m%}Wn
(51) viata wfereT cLe e ARGIEF, G IO[GP 416 8 oIelfaIH! SN, ZHelT
?PT@IE“‘F\’ SIS, IR (Y o), B1rf-5%019 |
3o | VWIS It 3 | ISR QAN @QE ARCM, IS !, S T, SIib
@G Tojifie PO AT TR AIF I G900
Wi A0S T | ST @St AR Gui SR/ AfEe S
TR® | PPR-2008-3 e (oies pfe M v
H5Te (1T WZT TR A ST (e A 7w 9 |
38 | @ =6 Afaible WM | GO PIPeRL | weod e | AR A
252 SFAALT TN | - TR
a T (Br) AT
0d SfCoIg-us b OISt },20,000/- ST
_ y.000/- 2ffieT oo
oY T -8B BIT },¢0,000/- ’ (<) e
Y

WWWWI

GD - 3710

mﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁmmmmmﬁﬁ@w%mﬂ-mmwwwﬁﬁmﬂwmﬁm
aﬁfm(@tm)wzﬁwmmmﬁﬁmmmﬁwwwﬁaﬁwmwmwwm
T RS AT GFZ T 8 P2 I VEE Q29 91 Q0T | ST VAR Sty =it quidifs wetfafes o |

The Public Procurement Act-2006 & The Public Procurement Regulations-2008-93 ff¥ i @
BN (0T Qe 0 | (Bor PSS sy =rofadt siea 1 | (Bel Hewris TRe R os I fare
FOI® 8 SR I fqraive 2d | @ Fe weitT it @ W G 3t w9 Mﬂﬂﬂ?ﬁﬁmw

2Y/%2/2000
(T SRR A7)
sy AfRvere

(F0-4io)
(I 03138

NEWS

DHAKATHURSDAY NOVEMBER 26, 2015

Common concern for all

FROM PAGE 1
General Mahbubul Alam Hanif told
The Daily Star yesterday.

Some senior AL leaders have already
said that their party might face intra-
party rivalries in the polls,

Hanif, however, yesterday said the
party would take proper actions in
such cases. “After finalising the criteria
by the party central committee, respec-
tive district leaders and MPs will select
the prospective mayor aspirants with
several alternatives on the basis of the
criteria,” he added.

The party's selection board would
make the final decision on who gets to
run and everyone would have to be
okay with that, he added.

The BNP in the wee hours of today
decided in principle to take part in the
polls despite having concerns whether
the polls would be free and fair.

Talking to The Daily Star before the
meeting, BNP Joint Secretary General
Md Shajahan said they would work to
ensure just one mayor candidate from
the party in each municipality.

Leaders at the meeting held at BNP
chief Khaleda Zia's Gulshan office were
largely in favour of taking part in the
polls.

At a formal briefing after the mara-
thon meeting, BNP spokesperson
Asaduzzaman Ripon said BNP leaders
entrusted Khaleda to make the final
decision. "No decision about the mat-
ter has been finalised yet. She'll inform

us about her decision soon.”

“Although we have doubts that the
present Election Commission will not
be able to hold a free and fair election,
most of us spoke in favour of joining
the polls,” BNP standing committee
member Lt Gen (retd) Mahbubur
Rahman told The Daily Star after the
meeting early today.

Most senior leaders told the BNP
chief that the party would gain more if
it joined the polls despite the possibil-
ity of the ruling party “snatching polls
result”, meeting sources added.

Many grassroots level BNP leaders,
who are not in jail or are "braving the
possibility of getting arrested”, have
already started working for the cam-
paign. However, some were of the view
that the elections would not change the
government so why bother risking arrest
or reprisal from the ruling party men.

BNP policymakers think the party
would benefit even if the government
“snatches the results” of the munici-
palities through manipulation as the
party would get people's sympathy as
well as the support of the international
comimunity.

The main opposition Jatiya Party is
rather ahead with its election prepara-
tions.

The party headquarters has already
instructed its president and secretaries of
all district units and MPs to send in a list of
prospective mayor candidates, JP presid-
ium member Tajul Islam Chowdhury

yesterday told The Daily Star.

“On receiving the lists, the party
chairman (HM Ershad) would finalise
one candidate for each of the mayoral
posts,” said Tajul, also opposition
chief whip.

Jamaat-e-Islami leaders said they
were positive about taking part in the
elections although the party had been
facing its worst ever time since its rebirth
in independent Bangladeshin 1979.

Mosiul Alam, member, Jamaat
central majlish-e-sura, said a six-
member election committee, led by the
party's acting secretary general Shafiqur
Rahman, would finalise its mayor aspi-
rants on discussion with BNP and other
components in the BNP-led 20-party
alliance,

In the past, all parties had problems
with rebel candidates in local body
elections carving out their share of the
pie. The dissidents caused headaches for
party policymakers then and the same
could happen this time around. The
parties could only nominate one can-
didate per post, according to the rules.

However, those elections, unlike the
upcoming one, were ‘non-partisan” in
nature.

The EC yesterday directed all return-
ing officers of upcoming municipality
polls to remove campaign posters,
banners and billboards, by early Friday
since no candidate is allowed to cam-
paign three weeks before election day.

Furious Putin warns Turkey

FROM PAGE 16

described Turkey's action as a “crime”
and a "stab in the back,” warning of
serious consequences, reports AP

Yesterday, Putin ordered the military
to deploy the S-400s to Hemeimeem
and took other measures that “should
be sufficient to ensure flight safety.”

Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu said
that the Russian missile cruiser
Moskva already has moved closer to
shore to protect the Russian aircraft
flying missions near Syria's border
with Turkey with its long-range Fort
air defense system.

Shoigu also said that from now on
all Russian bombers will be escorted
by fighters on their combat missions in
Syria. He said that his ministry has
severed all contacts with the Turkish
military.

RUSSIAN PILOT IN SYRIA

A Russian pilot who went missing after
his jet was shot down by Turkey while
taking part in air strikes over Syria was
rescued in a 12-hour operation involv-
ing special forces, Russia says.

The pilot is "alive and well" at a
Russian air base in Syria, it says.

His co-pilot and a marine involved
in a failed rescue attempt were killed.

Turkey said the jet had strayed into
its airspace but Russian President
Vladimir Putin says the plane was
flying over Syrian territory.

It is not clear what has happened to
the body of the other pilot, who was
killed by gunfire as he parachuted from
his burning plane, writes BEC.

'NO INTENTION TO GO TO WAR'
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov, who cancelled his planned trip
to Turkey after the incident, described
the shooting down of the Russian
plane as a “planned provocation.”

He said the Turkish action came
after Russian planes successfully tar-
geted the oil infrastructure used by the
Islamic State, alleging that Turkey
benefited from the oil trade.

Lavrov also said that Turkish terri-
tory was used by “terrorists” to prepare
terror attacks in other countries, but
offered no details.

He said that Russia “has no inten-
tion to go to war with Turkey,” but
added that Moscow will re-consider its
ties with Ankara.

The Russian Foreign Ministry
already has warned Russians against
traveling to Turkey, and some leading
Russian tourist agencies suspended the
sales of tour packages to Turkey.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan said Wednesday that Turkey
does not wish to escalate tensions.

Speaking at a meeting in Istanbul,
Erdogan said that Turkey favours
“peace, dialogue and diplomacy.” He
defended his country's move to shoot
down the plane saying: “no one should
expect Turkey to stay silent to border
violations or the violation of its
rights."

'IMB leader’
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officials claimed.
The detectives claimed that they had
arrested a number of people and when
a DB team went to the spot to arrest
Shahdat, they were involved in a “gun-
fight” around 11:30pm.

He was declared dead on arrival at
Dhaka Medical College Hospital early
today when DB officials took him there,
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