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following suit after the terror alert was
raised to the highest level of four
because of what officials said Saturday
was an "imminent threat."

Central Brussels, usually bustling,
was virtually deserted, with police and
troops on patrol.

[nterior Minister Jan Jambon said the
authorities were looking not just for Paris
suspect Salah Abdeslam who managed to
slip past French security forces after the
carnagein the City of Light.

He warned that the capture of
Abdeslam, a Belgian-born 26-year-old
whose brother Brahim blew himself
up at a cafe in Paris, would not in itself
end the threat,

"It involves several suspects and that is
why we have put in place such exceptional
measures,” the Belga news agency cited
Jambon astelling Flemish television.

Justice Minister Koen Geens said in
a separate Belga report he expected the
metro to re-open on Monday "if all
passes off normally ... We are not going
to paralyse Brussels economically.”

Belgium and the capital, home to
the European Union and Nato, are no
strangers to Islamist violence.

Four people were shot dead at the
Brussels Jewish museum last year, and
in January security forces killed two
suspects linked to the Charlie Hebdo
killings in Paris.

The UN Security Council on Friday
authorised nations to "take all neces-
sary measures" to fight jihadist vio-
lence after a wave of attacks, including
the downing of a Russian aircraft in
Egypt with the loss of 224 lives and the
storming of a luxury hotel in Mali
which left 19 dead.

Obama vyesterday said he would
press ahead with a visit to Paris for UN
climate talks in December, calling on
world leaders to show similar resolve.

"The most powerful tool we have to
fight ISIL is to say that we're not
afraid," he said.

Russian President Vladimir Putin
said the Mali attack, in which six
Russians died, showed terrorism was a
global threat which must be con-
fronted "with the broadest interna-
tional cooperation.”

French President Francois Hollande
next week meets a series of world lead-
ers, including Obama and Putin along-
side Germany's Angela Merkel and

Britain's David Cameron to discuss
what can be done to counter the IS
threat.

In Turkey, police arrested a Belgian
of Moroccan origin in the resort of
Antalya, the site of last week's G20
summit, along with two other sus-
pects, probably Syrians.

Ahmet Dahmani, 26, reportedly
scouted out targets for the Paris attacks,
which saw gunmen and suicide bomb-
ers target bars, restaurants, a rock con-
cert and the national football stadium.

The suspected ringleader,
Abdelhamid Abaaoud, died in a mas-
sive police raid in Paris on Wednesday
along with his cousin Hasna
Aitboulahcen, reportedly a one-time
party girl who turned to radical Islam
about six months ago.

Abaaoud was a notorious Belgian
jihadist thought to be fighting in Syria
and his presence in Europe has raised
troubling questions about a Europe-
wide breakdown in intelligence and
border security.

Questions remain too over what
role Salah Abdeslam -- who used to run
a bar with his brother Brahim in
Brussels -- played in the bloodshed.

They signed petitions for mercy
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petitions before forwarding them for
next course of action,” he told The
Daily Star.

Talking to reporters at the
Secretariat earlier in the day, Anisul
said the law ministry forwarded the
petitions to the president through the
prime minister. The president then
rejected them in accordance with the
law and the constitution.

He said Mojaheed and Salauddin
appealed to the president and begged
for their lives as per Article 49 of the
constitution.

The article says: “The president shall
have power to grant pardons, reprieves
and respites and to remit, suspend or

commute any sentence passed by any
court, tribunal or other authority.”

Replying to a question, the minister
said it is the president who is to decide
whether the contents of the mercy
petitions will be disclosed.

The death sentences of Mojaheed
and Salauddin, who belonged to the
Jamaat and the BNP, were executed in
line with all relevant rules and proce-
dures, he added.

He also said there was no foreign
pressure on the government over the
hangings. “There was nothingillegal or
no violation of any law in executing
their death sentences.”

Yesterday, Home Minister
Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal also said

the war criminals had appealed to the
president under Article 49 of the con-
stitution to save their lives.

“Their family members did not see
the applications. But we have all the
documents,” he said while talking to
reporters at his office.

“We went through the required
process after they sought mercy,” he
added.

Mojaheed and Salauddin were
hanged together at the same time at
12:55am yesterday.

The previous day, the law minister
confirmed that the two had sought
presidential clemency. However, their
family members claimed that they
didn't ask for mercy.

Today's primary terminal
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week for Mojaheed.

Within half an hour of the execu-
tion at 12:55am vyesterday, Jamaat
announced a two-day programme,
including the daylong shutdown in
protest of “the killing".

The primary and mass education
ministry has meanwhile postponed
today's primary and ebtedai terminal
examinations and rescheduled it for
November 30 at 11:00am.

In a press release, Rabindranath
Roy, public relations officer of the
ministry, however said the decision
was made due to "unavoidable rea-
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The terminal exams for class-V
students began vyesterday across the
country with more than 32 lakh stu-
dents taking part.

The tests, dubbed as the largest
public examination in the country,
were scheduled to end on November
29,

Of the total examinees, more than
29.49 lakh students of primary
schools would take the test, while
around 3 lakh students of madrasas
would sit for the ebtedai exam.

On November 19, Jamaat observed
a hartal as the Supreme Court dis-
missed Mojaheed's review petition on
the verdict that upheld his death
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sentence.

BNP standing committee member
Salauddin Quader Chowdhury was
also hanged along with Mojaheed,
but his party did not announce any
protest programme.

Contacted, BNP leaders ruled out
any possibility to extend support to
the Jamaat hartal.

Additional security measures have
been taken in the capital ahead of
today's hartal. Thirteen battalions of
Border Guard Bangladesh were
deployed for around 12 hours since
6:30 yesterday evening to maintain
law and order.

NEWS

The Baily Star | 17

AlTP WORLD TOUR FINALS

Djokovic beats
Federer

BBRC ONLINE

Novak Djokovic capped a remarkable
season with victory over Roger
Federer to claim a record fourth
straight ATP World Tour Finals title.

The world number one from
Serbia won 6-3 6-4 in 80 minutes at
London's O2 Arena. Djokovic also
made amends for defeat by six-time
champion Federer in the group stage
on Tuesday. He ends the year with 11
titles including three Grand Slams,
taking his total to 10 majors.

The 28-year-old has now won the

season finale five times and surpasses
[van Lendl's 1987 achievement, when

he won his third straight Tour Finals
title in New York.

DJOKOVIC A CLASS APART

The defeat by Federer on Tuesday had
been his first indoors since 2012, but
Djokovic responded in simply irre-
sistible style as he despatched first
Rafael Nadal and then, in the final,
Federer.

[t ended with a double fault from
Federer as even the 17-time Grand
Slam champion wilted under the
pressure of such relentless accuracy
from his opponent.

Aside from the trophy, another
1,300 ranking points and the
cheque for £1.4m, Djokovic also
draws level with Federer at 22-22 in
career meetings.

3 local govt
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aspirants as councillor and member
aspirants will not be able to contest
under political party banner.

Earlier on November 19, the
House passed the local government
(municipality) amendment bill
allowing elections only to the may-
oral post under political party ban-
ner.

Previously, political parties could
not nominate any candidates in local
government body polls. They could
only extend their support to a partic-
ular candidate.

But in practice local units of politi-
cal parties were put to work for such
candidates. The parties’ participation
was therefore all but official, said
ministry sources.

In all of the three original bills,
there were provisions of holding
elections at all the posts of city corpo-
ration, upazila parishad and union
parishad under political banner.

But during scrutiny the parliamen-
tary standing committee on LGRD
ministry recommended holding
elections to the mayoral post at city
corporation level and to the chair-
man post at upazila parishad and
union parishad levels on party line,

Mojaheed, SQ Chy buried
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and Chittagong to ward off any untoward
incident centring on the execution of the
duo.

SALAUDDIN's BURIAL

Self-proclaimed brigadier against pro-
liberation forces in 1971, Salauddin was
buried at Madhyagahira in Chittagong's
Raozan.

Escorted by law enforcers from Dhaka
Central Jail, an ambulance with the body
reached his village house, Baitul Bilal,
around 9:00am, reports our Chittagong
correspondent.

Salauddin's younger son Hummam
Quader Chowdhury received the body
from the deputy jailer, Mazharul Islam, at
the premises.

A namaz-e-janaza was held in front of
a local mosque around 9:20am, led by
Hejafat-e Islam's senior Nayeb-e-Ameer
Mohibullah Babunagari.

Earlier, additional law enforcers were
deployed in Raozan upazila and around
Salauddin'sresidence at Gahira.

At a press conference after the burial,
Hummam claimed that it was nothing
but propaganda that his father had
sought presidential mercy.

He said his father was a tiger and that
tiger never bows to anybody.

“My father has been killed through an
illegal judgment. But I am fortunate that I
have received his body whereas many are
losing their relatives to forced disappear-
ance and murder in the current situa-
tion of the country.”

Someday the trial of his father's “kill-
ing” would also be held in the country,
Hummam added.

MOJAHEED'S BURIAL

The body of Mojaheed, chief of notori-
ous Al-Badr force in 1971, reached his
ancestral home in Khabashpur village of
Faridpur around 6:35am, reports a corre-
spondent from Faridpur.

Executive magistrates Rubayet Hayat
Shiplu and Mandeep Ghorai received the

Water dispute
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The PM was addressing yesterday a
function at her office before witness-
ing a signing ceremony between the
Bangladesh Securities and Exchange
Commission (BSEC) and the
Securities and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI) to enhance cooperation
between the two regulatory authori-
ties.

Hasina said Bangladesh's socioeco-
nomic and cultural ties were gradu-
ally getting stronger with India as her
government resolved the existing
problems with the neighbouring
country one after another through
discussions.

Alongside India, she said her gov-
ernment was able to establish con-
nectivity with its other neighbours.

Finance Minister AMA Muhith,
BSEC Chairman M Khairul Hossain
and SEBI Chairman UK Sinha also
spoke on the occasion.

body on behalf of the local authorities.

His namaz-e-janaza was held at
Khabaspur Ideal Madrasa ground
around 6:55am before he was buried
beside its main entrance, said Abdur
Rashid, the district's additional deputy
commissioner.

Mojaheed's brother and Nayeb-e-
Ameer of Faridpur municipality Ali Afjol
Md Khalech led the namaz-e-janaza.

Reaching the village along with other
members of the family, Mojaheed's elder
son Ali Ahmad Tajdid said his father had
pardoned those who testified against
him in court and asked his family mem-
bers not to be angry with them.

Ameer of Faridpur district Jamaat-e
Islami Abdut Tawab said the burial and
janaza had been completed with the
assistance of the security forces.

He, however, claimed many people had
been barred from attending the janaza.

Members of the Rapid Action Battalion
and police created a security shield around
Mojaheed's home and burial spot to avert
any untoward situation.

Meanwhile, Faridpur district Awami
League brought out a procession hailing
the execution of Mojaheed. They also
distributed sweets among people.

After the bunal, the war criminal's
younger son, Ali Ahmed Mabrur, reiter-
ated that his father had not filed any mercy
petition. To humiliate his father, the gov-
ernment staged the drama, he added.

The war criminals, both former minis-
ters, were hanged simultaneously at
12:55am yesterday at Dhaka Central Jail
after President Abdul Hamid rejected
their mercy pleas.

Landslide
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Video footage of the area shot on
Saturday shows men carrying several
bodies slung in blankets watched by a
crowd of local people in a dusty plain
near the village of Sai Tung.

Nilar Myint an official from the
local administrative authorities in
Hpakant told AFP that rescue teams
have so far found 97 people killed in
the landslide.

Rescue operations continue with
the Myanmar Red Cross, army, police
and local community groups, but
officials say they have little hope of
pulling people alive from the rubble.

She added that because the men
were mostly migrant workers from
different parts of the country, authori-
ties were struggling to identify any of
those killed.

Myanmar is the source of virtually
all of the world's finest jadeite, a near-
translucent green stone that is prized
above almost all other materials in
neighbouring China.

Landslides are a common hazard in
Hpakant as prospectors pick their way
across perilous mounds, often under
cover of darkness, driven by the hope
that they might find a chunk of jade
that would deliver them from poverty.

4 major appeals pending with SC
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humanity and war crimesin 1971,
Earlier, the SC upheld the death
penalties of Jamaat leaders Abdul
Quader Mollah and Muhammad
Kamaruzzaman for their wartime
offences. Mollah was executed on
December 12; 2013; and
Kamaruzzaman on April 11 this

commuted the death penalty of

year,
The SC on September 17 last year

state the death penalty for Sayedee
after the SC releases the full text of
the judgment that commuted his

campaigners, state counsels, and
investigators, but the judgement on
Sayedee has frustrated them,

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
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Barisal

Jamaat leader Delawar Hossain
Sayedee and sentenced him to
imprisonment until death.
Mahbubey said his office would
move a review petition before the

sentence.

The SC verdicts on Mojaheed,
Salauddin, Kamaruzzaman, and
Quader Mollah had satisfied family
members of the war crimes victims,

The convicts' families, defence
counsels, and the party they belong
to were dissatisfied with the trials
and verdicts and pointed to contro-
versies.
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and shortcomings, the war
crimes tribunals have cer-
tainly worked well.

The accused war crimi-
nals had received adequate
opportunities to present
their cases and the trials have
been conducted and com-
pleted well, he said.

"I strongly feel that most

of the international criti-

cisms are unfair.”

Khurshid Alam Khan, an

SC lawyer and editor of

Dhaka Law reports, told The

Daily Star that the war
crimes trials were fair

despite controversies.

War crimes were different
from other crimes and there
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the SC bench hearing the
appeal of Salauddin met the
convict's family members.
Later, the SC found the
newspaper editor and the
writer of the article in con-
tempt and punished them.
Salauddin submitted a
forged certificate from
Punjab University of
Pakistan before the SC to
prove that he was not in
Bangladesh during the coun-
try's Liberation War in 1971.
However, the apex court saw
through that and dismissed
his review petition and
upheld his death penalty.
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