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Sri Lanka unveils foreigner-
frlendly budget

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka's new government Friday used its first full budget
to lift taxes on foreign investors and vowed to reverse "iso-
lationist” policies of the former regime, which faced inter-
national censure over its human rights record.

Finance Minister Ravi Karunanayake said the previous
administration of strongman Mahinda Rajapakse had left
Sri Lanka "on the brink" of receiving Western sanctions by
refusing to address rights issues.

"The foreign policy of Sri Lanka was blemished and we
were on the brink of receiving stringent economic sanc-
tions and almost left to fend for ourselves,” Karunanayake,
said while presenting the 2016 budget in parliament.

The finance minister laid out several foreigner-friendly
proposals including the lifting of restrictions on foreign
ownership of land.

Former president Rajapakse banned foreigners own-
ing property in November 2012 and ordered that any
real estate leased to non-nationals will be subjected to
a 100 percent tax payable upfront for the entire dura-
tion of the lease.

The new government proposed removing the lease tax
on non-nationals.

The finance minister also announced removing
exchange control laws that had been an impediment to
direct foreign investment.

He said foreign investment approvals will be granted
within 50 days under a new regulatory body known as the
Agency for Development.

"This will certainly be a game changer in promoting
investments," he added.

He reintroduced a resident visa scheme for foreign
nationals who wish to make Sri Lanka their second home.

Karunanayake also used his speech to attack Rajapakse
on numerous fronts including "adopting an isolationist
foreign policy” and being guilty of large-scale corruption
and cronyism.

Rajapakse, along with his family, faces several investiga-
tions, including allegations of murder.

"Law and order of the country was turning medieval
and the country was gradually converting to a feudal
entity,” the minister said.

Karunanayake criticised the former president for not
ensuring accountability for atrocities committed by both
sides in Sri Lanka's 37-year civil war, although he gave
him credit for ending the conflict with the crushing of
Tamil Tiger rebels.

Karunanayake also used Friday's budget to raise the

Ravi Karunanayake
threshold for paying personal tax three-fold, reduce corpo-
rate income tax and announce an exemption for small
businesses such as corner shops.

He reduced levies on hotels and the travel industry, as
Colombo looks to revive the key growth sectors following
the end of the conflict that claimed 100,000 lives between
1972 and 2009.

But he sharply increased taxes on gambling and casinos
as well as motor vehicles and liquor, favourite targets of
successive governments to raise revenue.

Sri Lanka still needs huge foreign and local loans to
bridge the budget deficit for the calendar year 2016, esti-
mated at 5.9 percent of the country’s GDP, down from 6.0
percentin 2015.

"At present, the public debt to GDP ratio stands at
around 72 percent, which is high, by accepted interna-
tional standards,” the minister said. "Our focus and strat-
egy would be to comply at all times."
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Md Ahsan Ullah, executive director of Bangladesh Bank, and Md Hashem Chowdhury, additional managing director of
Mutual Trust Bank, exchange documents of a participation agreement while Atiur Rahman, governor of Bangladesh
Bank, looks on, at the conference room of Bangladesh Bank for a long-term financing facility under the Financial
Sector Support Project assisted by the World Bank.

US fines Novartis
$390m over
pharmacy Kickbacks

AFP, New York REUTERS, Mumbai

India unveils roadmap for phasing
out corporate tax exemptions

termination, the government will set
March 31, 2017 as the so-called sunset

Digitization of BBS Publication and Online Secondary Data Collection Project
Parisankhyan Bhaban, (8 floor, Block-A), E-27/A. Agargaon, Dhaka-1207

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics

Request for Expression of Interest (National)

For selection of company/firm/firms to digitize all publications of BBS and develop an online secondary data collection system.

Expression of interest for
selection of

1 |Ministry/Division Ministry nﬁflanning, Statistics & Informatics Division

2 |Agency Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS)

3 |[Name of the Procuring Digitization of BBS Publication and Online Secondary Data Collection Project
entity "

4 |Procuring entity code 5045

5 |Procuring entity district  |Dhaka

6

Company/Firm for Digitization of BBS Publication and Online Secondary Data Collection

EOI Ref. No.

52.01.0000.224.05.009.15-43

7
8 |Date (dd/mm/vyvy)
9

19-11-2015
Procurement method Quality and Cost Based Selection (QCBS)
10 |Budget and source fund Develnpment budeet of GOB
11 |Project/Program code 1631-5045

12 |Project/Program name

Digitization of BBS Publication and Online Secondary Data Collection Project

13 |EOI closing date & time

EOI (in sealed envelope) to be submitted by 10 December, 2015 (within 5.00 pm) to the Project

Director, Digitization ﬂf BBS Publication and Online SEE«DUdﬂ[’}" Data Collection Project,
Parishankhyan Bhaban, 8" Floor (Block-02), E-27/A, Agargaon, Dhaka-1207

The US fined Swiss
drugmaker Novartis $390
million for granting kick-
backs to pharmacies that
recommended the com-
pany's drugs, according to
an agreement announced
Friday.

In a settlement deal,
Novartis admitted that it
gave specialty pharmacies
exceptional rebates and
patient referrals in
exchange for recommend-
ing Exjade, which treats
excess iron in blood, and
Myfortic, an anti-rejection
drug for kidney transplant
recipients.

The civil settlement is
smaller than the $3.3 bil-
lion fine the government
originally sought in the
case.

To boost sales of Exjade,
Novartis leveraged its con-
trol over patient referrals to
pressure pharmacies to hire
or assign nurses to call
Exjade patients and encour-
age them to order refills of
the drug.

Sales of the drug had
suffered up to that point
due to side effects that were
worse than expected, the
government said.

These nurses under-
stated the "serious,
potentially life-
threatening risks of tak-
ing Exjade,” such as kid-
ney and liver failure, the
Justice Departmen said.

India has unveiled details of its plan to
phase out some tax exemptions for com-
panies as the government looks to sim-
plify tax laws and make them transparent
before it lowers the tax rate.

Over four years, the government plans
to lower the corporate tax rate to 25 per-
cent from 30 percent, Finance Minister
Arun Jaitley said in his budget speech in
February. During that period, exemptions
and deductions will be phased out.

Profit-linked, investment-linked and
area-based deductions will be phased out
for both corporate and non-corporate tax
payers, according to a document posted
on the tax office's website late on Friday.

For tax incentives with no set date of

date, the tax office said.

This will apply to development, opera-
tion and maintenance of infrastructure
facilities, development of special eco-
nomic zones as well as commercial pro-
duction of natural gas and mineral
blocks, according to the document.

Gokul Chaudhri, head of the direct tax
practice at BMR & Associates LLP in New
Delhi, said the industry "would have"
hoped for a lengthened and staggered
phase-out of incentives, especially for capi-
tal-intensive and long-term projects in fields
such as power and upstream oil and gas.

The government has asked for stake-
holder comments on the proposals
within 15 days.

VW cuts 2016 capital spending
plan as cheating scandal widens

REUTERS, Wolfsburg, Germany/Washington
Volkswagen AG cut 1 billion euros ($1.1
billion) from its 2016 investment plan on
Friday, as its emissions cheating scandal
expanded to include tens of thousands
more US vehicles.

Volkswagen has told US regulators that
emissions issues in larger luxury cars and
SUVs extend to an additional 75,000 vehi-
cles dating back to 2009, the US Environ-
mental Protection Agency said on Friday.

The disclosure widened the scandal,
which had previously focused mainly on
smaller-engined, mass-market cars, and
raised the possibility that engineers at both
the Audi and VW brands could have been
involved in separate emissions schemes.

Earlier on Friday, the supervisory
board of VW, Europe's biggest auto manu-
facturer, said it would cap spending on

property, plant and equipment at around
12 billion euros ($12.8 billion) next year,
down about 8 percent on its previous
plan of around 13 billion euros.

Volkswagen (VW) is battling the big-
gest business crisis in its 78-year history
after admitting in September that it
cheated diesel emissions tests in 482,000
2.0-liter diesel cars sold in the United
States since 2009,

In November, the EPA and the California
Air Resources Board also accused VW of
evading emissions in at least 10,000 Audi,
Porsche and VW sport utility vehicles and
cars with 3.0-liter V-6 diesel engines. VW
initially denied the findings.

But during a meeting on Thursday, VW
and Audi officials told the EPA that all
3.0-liter diesel engines from model years
2009 through 2016 had higher emissions
than allowed.

14 |Brief Description of the
services/assignments

Terms of Reference (TOR) for Digitization of BBS Publications and Online Secondary
data Collection:

The Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh has mandated Bangladesh Bureau of]
Statistics (BBS) as the “National Statistical Organization (NSO)” to produce national statistics
through various surveys and censuses for formulating evidence-based planning and policy
decision. It has been regulated by the ‘Statistics Act 2013°. Meanwhile, BBS has already been
conducted several surveys and censuses since independence. But, there is a limitation of the
web based soft copy of the previous survey and census results/publications due to lack of proper
digital preservation methods. For this reason, the stakeholders don’t have easy access to the

revious BBS publications or reports. On the other hand, BBS has to collect secondary data
Eﬂom several institutions to produce national statistics, in particular to generate the GDP and all
national accounts data. Currently, most of the secondary data are collected manually which is
basically time consuming, expensive and old fashioned.

Considering the above mentioned issues, the BBS authority has taken the initiatives to digitize
all the publications by BBS since independence and to establish retrievable systems for all
previous, current and future publications with the facility of searching Optimization (Like
Google). Moreover, BBS has planned to develop online data collection system to collect
secondary data from various institutions on a regular basis to generate monthly and other related
publications/reports automatically.

Item | Name of item | Technical Specification and

No or Related Standards
Service =
a. Software A. For Digitization :

Software should be centralized and web based for scanning

and digitization with the features like searching, reading,

downloading (free of cost & online payment based), etc. for
all publications (around 1.5 million pages);

2. Consulting firm will have to perform whole (Around 1.5
million pages) scanning tasks for all publications;

3. Develop mobile apps with the features like searching,
reading, downloading (free of cost & online payment based),
etc. for all BBS publications;

4. Development of RDBMS (existing Oracle 11g), migration of

all digitized data/information to RDBMS;

B. For Online Secondary Data Collection:

1. Web based Software Development for online secondary data
collection, processing, analyzing and publishing system
(around 60 public organizations);

2. Development of RDBMS (existing Oracle 11g), migration of
existing data to RDBMS;

b. Delivery A. For Digitization :

System 1. Installation, testing and commissioning at BBS Server.

2. Delivery will be in three phases.

e Phase-Al: Preparation of web enabled software and
develop mobile apps;

Digitization of Publications and establish a
retrievable systems for all previous
publications with the facility of searching
Optimization (Like Google);

Align with phase-Al and phase-A2. Role
based user management system, Ensure

security (Hardware & Software),
B. For Online Secondary Data Collection:

1. Installation, testing and commissioning at BBS Server.

2. Delivery will be in three phases.

e Phase-B1: Requirement analysis, systems and database
design;

(Input system): The

module will be delivered;

Reporting system, align with phase-B1 and

phase-B2. Role based user management

system, Ensure security (Hardware &

Software).

The firm shall have to provide or arrange 02 (two) days training

program (at least 50 participants) for digitization part.

e The firm shall have to provide or arrange 03 (three) days user
training program for (at least 100 participants) for online
secondary data collection part.

¢ The firm shall have to provide or arrange one (01) week

advanced level training (system user, administrative &

application development) program for (at least 30 participants)
online secondary data collection part.

Three (03) years full warranty & providing Source Code with

Technical document: and

e Supply, installation, testing & commissioning of relevant
hardware as well as application software system with full
redundant backup system.

e. Mode of A. For Digitization and Scanning:

financing Afier successful completion of each phase (approval by the
authority) the selected firm/firms will be paid in the following
way:
¢ Phase-Al : 10%

e Phase-A2 : 40%
® Phase-AJ : 50%

B. For Online Secondary Data Collection:

After successful completion of each phase {appmva] bjf the
authority) the selected firm/firms will be paid in the
following way:

e Phase-B1 : 25%

¢ Phase-B2 : 25%

e Phase-B3 : 50%

Note: The detail description of services will be furnished in the
RFP document and budget for each item (A and B) will be as per
contract agreement/MolJ which will be signed between the
procuring entity and the company/firm/firms.

Development 1.

e Phase-A2:

e Phase-AJ:

e Phase-B2: data entry/capturing

e Phase-B3:

¢. Training o

d. Support 2

15 |Experience, Resource and
delivery capacity required

The firm having trained manpower and at least minimum 3 years’ experiences in doing such
jobs are essential. The firm has to demonstrate the resources and delivery capacity with
documentary evidence for similar assignment. A firm with relevant and highly experienced
personnel will be preferred.

16 |Other Information (if
applicable)

1. Three (03) sets of EOI (01 Original & 02 Copy) are required to be submitted by the
closing date & time to the project office;

2. Interested firm(s) with required experts may apply with documentary evidences
indicating that it is qualified to perform the services (Brochures, Description of
assignment of similar nature, Experience in similar condition, Availability of
appropriate experienced personnel, etc.);

3. Audit reports and Bank statements of last 3 years;

4. Company/Firm information with legal documents (Company Profile, Trade License,
Incorporation certificate for limited company, Income Tax Clearance Certificate for the
fiscal year 2014-2015, VAT Registration Certificate, etc.);

5. Any company/firm(s) are debarred by CPTU will not be eligible for participating the EOL

6. RFP will be issued only to the short listed firms.

17 |Association with Foreign
Company/ Firm is

Applicable (MoU required and Lead firm should be Bangladeshi)

|8 |Association with Local
Company/ Firm

Having association with local Company/Firm will be treated as additional quality/qualification

19 [Name of the Official Mohiuddin Ahmed
Inviting EOI
20 |Designation of the Official [Project Director
Inviting EOI Digitization of BBS Publication and Online Secondary Data Collection

" 21 |Address of the Official

Inviting EOI

Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics
Parishankhyan Bhaban, Room # 919, 8 floor, Block-A, E-27/A, Agargaon
Dhaka-1207, Bangladesh

22 |Contact details of the
Official Inviting EOI

Land Phone : 8181669 (Off)
Fax : 880-2-9111064 (DG, BBS)
Email : dei@bbs.gov.bd, mohiuddin.bbs{@gmail.com

23 |The Procuring Entity reserves the right to accept or reject any or all of the EOI proposals without showing any reason

whatsoever.
sd/-
Mohiuddin Ahmed
Project Director
GD - 3654 &= : 8181669 (0ff)




