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EU tightens
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coordinated checks at external
borders, including on individuals
enjoying the right of free move-
ment”.

The decision came after many
European countries announced
plans to curb civil liberties and
reintroduce border controls.

Citizens of the 26 Schengen
countries have their documents
visually checked by security forces
when they leave or enter the area.
The new proposal is likely to
upgrade the controls so documents
are systematically checked against
criminal and security databases.

Some of the Belgian and French
suspects involved in the Paris
attacks had travelled to fight in Syria
and returned, apparently unde-
tected, to Europe. Officials have said
some may have taken advantage of
the large influx of refugees from
Syria over the summer to evade
normal border controls.

The EU agency for border con-
trols, Frontex, is to get a stronger
mandate to contribute to the fight
against terrorism.

German Interior Minister
Thomas de Maiziere said before
the meeting: "We are here to show
our French colleagues, and the
French people, that we stand by
them and that we are determined
to make a tough, clear response.”

He said it was vital that
Europe's national security services
do more to share information,
something echoed by numerous
other ministers after the meeting.

Dimitris Avramopoulos, the
European commissioner for inter-
nal affairs and migration, said the
EU executive would propose a
common "European intelligence
agency". But questioned after the
meeting, he made clear it was a
distant prospect.

Ministers also agreed to press
for a deal by the end of the year on
sharing airline travellers' data, the
so-called Passenger Name Record
(PNR) programme, which has long
been stalled in the European
Parliament over concerns for pri-
vacy.

French Prime Minister Valls on
Thursday warned of a chemical
attack threat by the IS jihadists.

Also on Thursday, members of
the French National Assembly
overwhelmingly approved a first
reading of a law to impose a three-
month state of emergency, which
will suspend some civil liberties
and give police sweeping powers of
search, arrest and detention.

Officials said later that there
was no reason to suspect an imme-
diate threat of a chemical or bio-
logical attack but that Valls
thought it necessary to place the
country on guard.

The State of Emergency law -
which now goes to the Sénat -
gives the government power to
search and arrest on “suspicion”
without need for a formal investi-
gation or a warrant from a judge.
Some left-wing politicians and
commentators have expressed fears
that France is going down the
same authoritarian road as the
post 9/11 Patriot Act in the US.

The draft law also gives the
government power to ban public
demonstrations. Among the first
victims will be two marches
planned during a global climate
conference in Paris from 30
November.

In Brussels, Prime Minister
Charles Michel unveiled plans to
spend €400m (£280m) on mea-
sures to deal with home-grown
terrorism threats, including jail for
fighters returning from Syria and
electronic tagging for suspected
radicals. "We need to do more, we
need to do better,” Michel told the
Belgian parliament.

The proposals provide
Belgium's intelligence and security
services with more staff and new
technologies. Prosecutors will have
the power to take suspected terror-
ists into temporary custody for 72
hours, up from 24,

Cop, friend

FROM PAGE 16
bike and hurled abuse at us. All of
a sudden, they started beating us.”

Police later took the assaulters
to Shahbagh Police Station. The
two were freed after they gave
undertakings to law enforcers.

Meanwhile, Inspector General of
Police AKM Shahidul Hoque told
reporters at the Combined Military
Hospital that they would take
departmental action against the
cop after probing the incident.

Mashiur, a police cadre of 33rd
BCS batch, joined Savar Police
Station as a probationary officer
after completing his training
recently.

This correspondent could not
reach Mashiur over the phone for
his comment.

The authorities of Asian
Television filed a general diary
with Shahbag Police Station yester-
day in this connection.

Memories of war scar
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“She [her mother] feels it's impor-
tant for me to know my roots,”
Katrina said while explaining her
visit to Bangladesh.

“... [I'm] thankful that the
Bangladesh government at that time
allowed four Canadians to adopt
the war babies. Otherwise, 1 would-
n't be where I am today,” said
Katrina who graduated from a
Canadian university recently and
got a government job there.

According to historical docu-
ments, between 2,00,000 and
4,00,000 Bangladeshi women and
girls were raped by Pakistani occu-
pation army and its auxiliary forces
in1971.

They spared no one, from elderly
widows to schoolgirls not yet in
their teens.

After the independence of
Bangladesh, the government made
abortion legal for a certain period so
that the unfortunate women, who
got pregnant, could have a choice
about the war babies they were
carrying.

Having read about the Liberation
War of Bangladesh and its after-
maths in newspapers, the
Cappuccino couple decided to try to
save war babies, who were
unwanted here given the social
context of the newly emerged coun-
try.

In mid 1972, Bonnie accompa-
nied 15 war babies on a special Air
India flight from Dhaka's Tejgaon
(old) airport to Canada. One of
them was Katrina's mother. The rest

14 were adopted by other Canadian
families.

“My mom, as you know, was
adopted and grew up in a very lov-
ing household,” said Katrina.

“She asked me to kiss the ground
upon arrival [in Bangladesh]|,” she
said.

Katrina followed her mother's
instruction.

The 21-year-old expressed her
gratitude to grandmother Bonnie
who sat was sitting beside her at the
Museum yesterday.

“My husband and [ were over-
whelmed that the government of
Bangladesh, which was so very new
at that time, was very supportive.
They [war babies| did not have
passports but they [Bangladesh
gpovernment| let them leave the
country,” said Bonnie, now 80.

“We will always love Bangladesh
for that reason, " she added.

The Cappuccino couple founded
Child Haven International in
Toronto in 1985.

Child Haven opened a shelter
home -- Shishu Shorgo -- for desti-
tute children in Chittagong in 2002.
Bonnie said she used to visit the
child home three or four times a
year.

Mofidul Hoque, a co-founder
and one of the eight trustees of the
Liberation War Museum, said
Shishu Shorgo needs a permanent
shelter home,

“We hope that the authorities in
Chittagong will extend their hands
so that Shishu Shorgo gets a perma-
nent establishment,” he said.

Fresh attack
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entire article has been dedicated to
its activities in Bangladesh or
"Bengal” as it refers to the coun-
try, reports PTL

"A security cell belonging to the
soldiers of the Khilafah in Bengal
assassinated an Italian 'crusader’
named Cesare Tavella on the
streets of Gulshan in the city of
Dhaka...only days later another
security cell targeted a Japanese
citizen in the northern region of
Rangpur," the magazine says reiter-
ating the IS's claim of carrying out
the attacks.

"These back-to-back attacks have
caused havoc among the citizens of
the crusader nations and their
allies living in Bengal and forced
their diplomats, tourists, and
expats to limit their movements
and live in a constant state of fear,”
the PTI quoted it as boasting.

The article titled “The Revival of
Jihad in Bengal” claims that while
the IS, also known as ISIS, is busy
preparing for further attacks, the
"secular" government of the
Awami League continues to "twist
the facts" on the ground and play a
blame game.

It concludes the article on

Bangladesh by stating that the
soldiers of the so-called Caliphate
continue to rise and expand in
"Bengal" and will continue to
terrorise.

In the magazine, the group has
also put out snaps of what it
claims to be the bomb that
downed a Russian jet last month,
killing 224 people. The photo-
graph shows a soft drink can and
two components that appear to be
a detonator and a switch.

In the magazine, the IS slams
Russia's joining of the war against
it as a "rash decision of arro-
gance”.

"France haughtily began execut-
ing airstrikes against the Khilafah
(Caliphate). Like Russia, it was
blinded by hubris (arrogance),
thinking that its geographical
distance from the lands of the
Khilafah would protect it," the
magazine says.

"Thus, the Islamic State dis-
patched its brave knights to wage
war in the homelands of the
wicked crusaders, leaving Paris
and its residents 'shocked and
awed'. The eight knights brought
Paris down on its knees," the
foreword says.

Waiting for
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He added, "l am not informed when
the convicts will be executed."
However, another minister,
wishing anonymity, told The Daily
Star that the condemned war crimi-
nals were given a day. "We cannot
wait for an eternity.”

The home minister at a function
at Bottomley Home Girls' High
School in the capital said the con-
victs will be hanged following the
legal procedures.

"We're taking measures accord-
ing to the order given by the coun-
try's apex court,” he said.

In another development, Jamaat-
e-Islami last night called a country-
wide “peaceful” protest for today,
demanding the release of its
Secretary General Mojaheed.

Announcing the programme,
Jamaat acting ameer Mogbul
Ahmad in a statement said
Mojaheed was an “honest and com-
petent” politician who has “an
unforgettable contribution” to all
democratic movements of the coun-
try.

Gazi MH Tamim, a counsel for
Mojaheed, told The Daily Star that
the Jamaat leader wanted to meet
his lawyers before making the deci-
sion on presidential mercy.

For permission to meet him, the

mercy

counsels filed an application
around 5:30pm on Thursday. "We
haven't got any response as of
8:30pm [last night]."

Family members of Mojaheed
will hold a press conference at the
Supreme Court Bar Association
auditorium today at noon about the
latest developments, said his son Ali
Ahmed Mabrur.

Around 1:45pm yesterday, two
lawyers for Salauddin Quader went
to the jail with a list of seven
counsels wishing to meet the BNP
leader.

But the jail authorities did not
receive the application. The lawyers
waited till 5:45pm, but to no avail.

"Neither they received our appli-
cation nor cooperated with us," said
Muhammad Hazzatul Islam Khan,
a counsel for Salauddin.

The Daily Star, despite several
attempts, could not get any com-
ment from the jail authorities on
the lawyers' claims.

Around 9:30pm vyesterday,
Salauddin's two sons went to the jail
to request the authorities to allow
the lawyers to meet their father.
However, they could to meet any
official, sources said.

IS threatens
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was being examined to determine
its "veracity." "Everybody here in
the United States government are
taking these threats seriously," he
said.

The US Department of
Homeland Security did not imme-
diately respond to a request for
comment on the video.

The video opens with television
news clips of the Paris attacks and
then shows two militants separately
speaking to the camera.

Titled "Paris Before Rome," the

attack

video shows an Islamic State fighter
threatening to "pound" French
monuments and vowing to strike at
the White House.

"We will blow it up, the same as
we blew up the idols in this good
land," one fighter says, referring to
the White House.

The second fighter threatens US
President Barack Obama and
French President Francois
Hollande. "We will grill them ..

with (explosive) belts and car
bombs."
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AL leader killed
in Chittagong

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Chittagong

A local Awami League leader was
hacked to death by unidentified
criminals in Sitakunda upazila of
Chittagong last night.

The deceased is Abul Kashem,
55, vice president of Yakub Nagar
ward unit of the ruling party in
Sitakunda municipality, said
police. He was a resident of Yakub
Nagar in the upazila.

Local AL leaders held Islami
Chhatra Shibir men responsible for
the attack.

Saiful Islam, senior assistant
superintendent of police of
Sitakunda Model Police Station,
said some six masked criminals
attacked Kashem with sharp weap-
ons at Yakub Nagar around
8:00pm while he was returning
home from a local market by a
rickshaw.

They swooped on him and fled
the spot, leaving him critically
injured, he added.

Kashem was rushed to
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital where the doctors
declared him dead around
9:00pm, said Pankaj Barua, assis-
tant sub-inspector of CMCH Police
Camp.

MA Salam, general secretary of
Chittagong north district unit of
AL, claimed that Shibir cadres
attacked Kashem.

No Shibir leaders could be
contacted for their comments
regarding the allegation.

2 cops hurt
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were in Amtali area, a team of DB
police raided the area around
12:45am, said Monzurul Alam,
inspector of Bandarban Detective
Branch (DB) of police.

Sensing the detective's presence,
the criminals opened fire on them.
The DB team then returned fire,
triggering the gunfight between the
detectives and the yaba traders.

At one stage, the DB team
arrested two alleged yaba traders,
while the others fled.

A pistol, four bullets and 100
yaba tablets were recovered from
the arrestees' possession, the police
official claimed.

Two constables were wounded
in the incident. They are Tohel
Ahmed Chowdhury, 24, and
Kamrul Islam, 26.

Both Tohel and Kamrul were
admitted to Bandarban Sadar
Hospital, said the OC.

The two were later released from
the hospital after being treated,
said hospital sources.

Bulu stands accused in several
criminal cases with different police
stations, according to police.

Bulu is the ringleader of a gang
named after him. The gang, com-
prising around thirty members, has
been running criminal activities
like abduction and drug peddling
in Bandarban, Rangamati and
Chittagong for the last four years,
the police official claimed.

In another incident, police
seized 10,600 yaba tablets and
arrested two people in this connec-
tion in separate drives in
Chittagong city early yesterday,
reports a staff correspondent of
Chittagong.

The arrestees are Hedayet Ullah,
30, and Khairul Islam, 32.

Facebook
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to indicate they are no longer in a
relationship, they will be
prompted to try these tools.”

The breakup tools are being
tested in Facebook mobile device
applications in the United States.

People can use the tools to see
less of a former partner's name and

profile picture at Facebook without
have to "unfriend" or block the
person, according to Winters.

Posts by an ex won't show up in
News Feed, and their name won't
be suggested when people write
messages or tag photos, Facebook
said.

The tools also limit pictures,
videos or status updates that an ex
can see, and let people "untag"
themselves from posts with former
partners.

"We hope these tools will help
people end relationships on

Facebook with greater ease, com-
fort and sense of control,” Winters
said,

North, South
Korea to hold
talks next week

AFP, Seoul

North and South Korea agreed
yesterday to hold rare talks next
week, aimed at setting up a high-
level dialogue that might provide
the foundation for a sustainable

improvement in cross-border ties.

"Trinomul BNP' Huda's
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also head of Bangladesh Nationalist
Alliance, a platform of 30 political parties.
None of them are registered with the
Election Commission,

He founded Bangladesh Nationalist
Front (BNF) in August 2012 and Bangladesh
National Alliance in May last year.

At the press briefing, he blasted the poli-
cies pursued by BNP chief Khaleda Zia and
blamed her leadership for the party's “fail-
ure”,

A founding member of the BNP, Huda
said the party became almost “inactive and
eliminated” after staying away from the
January 5 polls last year, “The party is now
being run from London.”

Huda, who started his political career
with Jagodal, founded by late president
Ziaur Rahman in 1977, said there was no
other option for the BNP but to change its
leadership to make a "turn around”.

About Trinomul BNP's electoral symbol,
he said the party would apply to the Election
Commission for “Dhaner Chora” as its
electoral symbol.

He said a 21-member national standing
committee would lead the new party which
would be a non-communal one. It will be

run in the spirit of the Liberation War.

Asked whether his initiative was spon-
sored by the government, the former com-
munications minister said he would receive
assistance from the government if it offered
any to strengthen his party.

Huda had formed his first political party,
Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi Front, in August
2012 and announced that the party would
contest the next parliamentary election in
all 300 seats.

He made the announcement after resign-
ing from the BNP on June 6, 2012. On that
day, he ruled out any possibility of floating a
new political party. “The BNP is my first and
last destination,” he said.

The BNP had expelled Huda from the
party on November 21, 2012, for "breaching
organisational discipline.”

Within two months of forming the BNE
its member-secretary Abul Kamal Azad
sacked Huda from the party and became the
party chief. Huda later formed Bangladesh
National Alliance.

A total of 22 BNF candidates participated
in the one-sided national election on
January 5, with Azad winning from Dhaka-
17 constituency uncontested.

Save Ruplal House
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class. Ruplal House and Ahsan Manzil were
the ornaments of the city, set along the river
Buriganga.

The famous mansion was also the host of
many important events in the nineteenth
century in the city, including the legendary
reception for the Vice Roy to India, Lord
Dufferin in 1888. The elites of the city com-
peted against each other to earn the privi-
lege to honour the Vice

Roy and the Nawabs of Dhaka also wanted
to show off their Ahsan Manzil. But the
Ruplal brothers won this competition against
the Nawabs. Legend has it that to show off
their social status they spent 45 thousand
takas at that time to decorate the whole build-
ing. One reason for selecting Ruplal House
may have been the mansion's ballroom that
overlooked the beautiful river.

"Its river-facing ballroom presents a
unique view of the river. We found the same
architecture in only the Ahsan Manzil, " said
Taimur Islam CEO of Urban Study Group.

Mr Ruplal was a well known promoter of
classical music. He invited famous Indian
artistes like Ustad Alauddin Khan, Wali
Ullah Khan and Lakshmi Devi to perform in
Ruplal House.

However, Ruplal House did not fare as
well as Ahsan Manzil. You can now see only
a small part of the building from the river
and the mansion lacks proper maintenance
with portions of the building now being

used as a spice market and warehouse. In
fact many of us don't know that Ruplal
House is one of the country's largest build-
ings constructed during the colonial period.

The Das family's extravagant lifestyle
didn't last for long. During the earth quake of
1897, a part of the house was damaged. The
family moved out to other places nearby and
migrated to Kolkata during partition in 1947-
- swapping the property with the Jamall fam-
ily. However the Jamalls also did not stay in
the Ruplal house for long. They left
Bangladesh in the sixties. Since then many
people have claimed its ownership but the
matter remains unresolved.

Now left uncared for, the Ruplal House
has lost its beauty. Commercial structures
have come up defying the Antiquities Act's
condition of 250m buffer zone for an archae-
ological site. New structures are built just
beside Ruplal House which is now sur-
rounded by many shops. There are even some
wholesale shops inside this building. Taimur
says, "We are surprised to see structures being
built within 50 meters of the much-talked
about Ruplal House. Neither the department
of architecture nor the RAJUK takes any
action to save this architecture.”

Ruplal House is a treasure of the past that
demands care and preservation. This fantas-
tic heritage site can only be protected if the
government turns it into a cultural centre or
a large office building, activists suggest.

NIACTSHT ST TP

afza fagwes wfawes
frfes ¢ wuifes offig & T
fereTra & g 59 498
w90, TG G (1S, Gl

e (qeefe

fzE fae wfywerag Taae anened wiew ‘Fyfee ¢ Tyifee oifig SEE S Fremra oy
g +01f eE e FEETEE G FEATEE SeEBa /Al wewdr o e g fefare
@G SIPSE AN G piefefes @ MrneE o @ererTy SEpnE el

E-0R,00,0000,029,33,002, ¢, 380

Areifasraa Freb 2re wadiE S 4 905 |

s 35/55/5¢

e L A AT *THE (@S (FF S (AT frErsTe @S ¢ Sfoee
T (e (Fo1-2000
ST
S FEoE wmEne/ | (2E-59 8519 serma (Operating)
S FEFET AT - | ffeg wtems o o (fom)
5, broo/- B! qREE Somepr  Jrew

fefgqrdr zrs == | =i s
it effmars  Sefasry
Wl TE 92 SHd T
faifererraeiy |

31 WS AdieeE AW FE R e e surTE SrEeede ooy ofavee, ‘Rfe e
Tt ciffs &R e ferm wwv Ay 366 g (av o), wfEm e wfimes,
wq/e, THL AT (@G, TFl-Sooo IAEE WCAWH WA F0e =42 (F) & 7 (¥)
foret/riia w1 (o) SreTE 7 (9) ZA B (o) I59F = (5) e @ (2) & oifa (=)
g3 () TSl (@) FerFrTS @S (2FrEE W, e afewnE w9, @, e/ 4 e
B F9CS TW@) (B) ov-33-203¢ ST 3 (3) _feE wE (B) s @viret € (5)

Heee |

© | idftE wadites At FyfEfs seaaeg aifde sace g
(F) 7AfEE B sAeig ma/enhEe v cReTelatii Affme camE/eare
I TS Mg FeifEEy A (4) ST @ oTEne Wi FEE Aere T e
AAferery “Afasaetad T, () ST @faw oitare s see owe bifafas Fawetaa
T, (9) frEnre @rirel ¢ Sfewed 76 Favetag Teonfie FHiEH, (8) W SE ©
(fem) =4 =TeAs A20ea TSNS B, (5) NEAFTEd A “EMHE SEaaad IoTw
o SrasdE do/- (W) B YR TEHratug 5.6 X8.¢ 7 MIed @I 4w fre T
THE 49 THE (2T T TG Z7A |

81 WA ob-33-303¢ SIECI W4 S GAISHI TACH SAm=+a &FF “f4ome, ‘Fys e
Tyfe @ifts FFERT Do Feme w ey =6 g, e Ree wfivda, o/,
S (ST @G (9% @), 5IEl-Soo0 @ (itere 23 |

€| ob-33-303¢ SIFTY Hi¥fT TMH b TS vo TET W IS TA | Te@al/<Ew Jfermaa
TGRS (T T AT 0 929 e Mifdearer oe | e o ufrefew gz oe
7| vigaEe ad¥itad T T SEATHET TGITT WA A0S (A | WAWEHTEE (Sl ST i

e e i P RET R

Y| AT Toa wW A ot T e I ek e e W Sge sare 7@ | o e
WiTaiaEaE I Ted (FiH wroe Tgd F9re =4 |

q| oAECE QEE TET WY &%y v, ‘fhEae ¢ Tyfae oifdw SEEE T R
oy fraray = ey, wfzer faars wfawes, oq/e, TH0T ST @ME (4% Tel), TRE-d000
AT (FIC 2-3-9025-0000-34pd WUME doof- (IF*E) BIF (TFASEST) IAETRH
/T ALF TN S0 G@IA BT TS A= A TS FA08 20A |

sy, @b, warrer (Overwriting) vt e i Sitawerom@ sapifa s ateT o6y 204 |

b1 ALEFe el ke, IEfie o GIfe R SeierEreR o “f@ 99 @I 9 99 |
AT HHGILT T (T o Ba/feq ewm w4 27 7

AT (S A T Gfetare @ s sEfe ghrs/afes 91 www Afaeta wrel Awd

b

20 |
P |
-+ 0|
STlT 209 |

fGfe-oLse

ToTaE Wi TR ST 99 AFET (W Terd  Zewd A AeE +mit wgfEeny fae 9t

%y e
e ¢ Tgfae oifds FFEE T
fereTaa &= ey 5 o8
ufzm faags wfawea, o=




