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Sand extraction from 30 to 40 feet depth of a pond, consequent creation of vacuum and collapse of this surface drain at
Munshipara in Saidpur municipality in Nilphamari district led to pollution of underground water, causing tube-wells in
the area to draw dirty and unusable water.

Pollution of tube-well
water poses health risk

Drain collapse due to sand extraction blamed for the nuisance

EAM ASADUZZAMAN,
MNilphamari

Pollution of underground
water affecting tube-wells at
Munshipara of Saidpur
municipality under the
district poses serious health
hazard for about five hun-
dred families.

The situation has arisen
as unauthorised sand extrac-
tion with dredgers made
Bangladesh Railway owned
Jorapukur pond 35-40 feet
deep and the consequent
vacuum under the ground
led to the collapse of the
main surface drain in the
area.

The dirty drain water
mixed with the pond water
and it affected the area's
tube well water.

Locals said Ahidul Islam
Batu, relative of the local
lawmaker, continued sand
extraction from the pond for

the last couple of months.

When polluted water of
atoo deep pond reaches the
same level of underground
water the tube wells of the
surrounding area draw the
polluted water and it is
happening in Munshipara
area, said Abdul GQGafur,
assistant engineer of
upazila public health
department.

Visiting the affected area
on Tuesday noon, it was
found that about 25 metre
portion of the drain along
with 3-4 houses has been
damaged and locals tried to
prevent falling of dirty
drain water into the pond
by putting sandbags and
earth on the drain's broken
part.

Several locals including
Hyder Ali, 60, Murad, 35,
and Wahab, 40, said dirty
and stinky water coming out
of their tube-wells poses

health hazard.

Rokhsana Begum, 55, a
housewife of the area, said
her three children are suffer-
ing from intestine diseases
and scabies, obviously due
to drinking of water from
the tube-wells.

“As we started agitation,
the powerful sand extractor,
who is also cousin of the
local lawmaker, called
police, bringing a false alle-
gation against us. The law
enforcers, however, returned
when they found our
demand logical," said Nur
Hossain, alocal.

Abu Musa Md Jongi,
upazila nirbahi officer of
Saidpur, said, "l received
complaint from locals
regarding the matter. As the
pond belongs to the railway
department [ requested
their authorities to take
necessary action aboutit."

Monwar Hossen, sub

assistant settlement officer
of Bangladesh Railway in
Saidpur, said his office never
gave permission to anybody
to extract sand from
Jorapukur pond.

Contacted, local law-
maker Shawkat Chowdhury
said, "My relative Ahidul
[slam Batu extracted sand
from the pond to increase its
water reserve capacity. Itis a
part of my plan to make a
tourist spot centring the
pond with the consent of
the railway minister.”

Sand extractor Ahidul
Islam Batu said he had
stopped sand extraction a
few days ago as water storage
capacity of the pond
increased tremendously.

Terming the allegation of
causing water pollution
against him as 'false’, he said
the drain collapsed due to
poor construction work by
the municipality.
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Thousands of people of 10 unions of four upazilas under Bogra and Gaibandha districts have to use this risky wooden
bridge over the Bangalee River at Char Modhupur in Sonatala upazila of Bogra district as locals' demand for construc-
tion of a concrete bridge there has remained unmet for long.

COUNITRY

The Baily Star | 7

500 students suffer as meals
stop at PUST hall canteen

Huge unpaid dues allegedly from BCL men
lead to the situation

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Students of Bangabandhu
Hall of Pabna University
of Science and Technology
(PUST) staged demonstra-
tion and besieged the
provost's office as meals at
the dormitory canteen
stopped the day before due
to huge unpaid dues alleg-
edly from a few students
belonging to Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL).
“Since opening of the
hall canteen in March this
year, we are struggling to
meet illegal demands of a
few Chhatra League leaders

whose unpaid dues have
stood around Tk 12 thou-
sand. They often misbe-
have with us if we ask them
to pay the dues,” said
Azmat Ali Bishwas, lease-
holder of the hostel can-
teen.

Now five hundred stu-
dents residing at the hall
have fallen into trouble due
to stoppage of meal at the
canteen.

Earlier the quality of food
at the canteen saw deteriora-
tion day by day, students
alleged.

This correspondent
could not talk to hall

Provost Rashed Kabir as he
did not receive the phone.

Contacted, Awal Kabir
Joy, proctor of the univer-
sity, said yesterday after-
noon, "We have already
discussed with general
students, BCL leaders and
hall dining authorities
regarding the matter and
hope to solve the problem
quickly.”

Asked about the allega-
tion of huge unpaid dues
from BCL leaders, the
organisation's PUST unit
president Shahed
Siddique Shanto said, "It
is true that some students

fail to pay hall charges and
dining charges timely due
to shortage of money. But
it is not a problem as
everything will be paid
eventually.”

On the other hand,
BCL's Bangabandhu Hall
unit president
Chowdhury Asif denied
the allegation of unpaid
dues for the dining and
said, "The dining authori-
ties provide poor quality
food for the students.
When we pressed them to
develop the quality of
food they stopped the
meal arrangement.”

Five UPDF
men held
with arms,
ammo

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Khagrachhari

Five activists of United
People's Democratic Front
(UPDF) were arrested with
arms and ammunition by
joint forces yesterday after-
noon.

M o hammad
Shamsuddin, officer-in-
charge (OC) of Sadar Police
Station, said joint forces,
acting on a tip-off, arrested
Ziko Tripura, 36, Pratim

Chakma, 40, Swapan
Chakma, 30, Ranju
Chakma, 30 and Nikat
Chakma, 19, from

Khabongpuriya area in the
hill town at around 2:00pm.
They also seized two guns,
eight bullets and Tk 89
thousand from their posses-
sion.

The arrestees were inter-
rogated by joint forces and
later handed over to police,
the OC said, adding that a
case will be lodged with
Sadar Police station under
the Arms Act and for their
involvement with extor-
tion.

Pradipan Khisha,
organiser of district UPDE
said the arrestees were
innocent. He demanded
immediate release of the
party men.

Robbers loot
three houses
in Magura

LUINB, Magura

Robbers looted valu-
ables from three houses
at Kisundi wvillage in
Sadar upazila early yes-
terday.

Police quoted victims as
saying that around 15 rob-
bers, split into three
groups, stormed into the
houses of Sunil Das, Ramen
Das and Raghunath Das at
the wvillage around mid-
night.

They tied up the mem-
bers of the three families in
their houses at gunpoint
and looted Tk 2 lakh and 15
tolas of gold.

The gang members also
beat up some members of
the families during robber-
ies that continued till
4:00am.
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A fire badly damaged this sugarcane field near Sundarpur union parishad in Kaharol
upazila under Dinajpur district around 1:30pm yesterday.

SPECIAL DRIVES

47 BNP-Jamaat men among
63 held in 5 districts

STAR COUNTRY DESK

At least 47 BNP and Jamaat-
Shibir men among 63 peo-
ple were held in
Chapainawabganj,
Naogaon, Kushtia,
Meherpur and Magura
districts yesterday and the
day before.

Police in separate drives
arrested 30 people includ-
ing 14 leaders and activists
of BNP and Jamaat-e-Islami
in different upazilas of
Chapainawabganj in last
two days, reports our corre-
spondent.

Of them, five BNP and
one Jamaat activists are
from Sadar upazila, six BNP
and one Jamaat activists
from Shibganj and one BNP
leader from Gomostapur
upazila in the district.

The arrestees include
Anarul Islam Bidyut, secre-
tary of Gomostapur upazila
unit of BNP, and chairman
of Alinagar Union Parishad,
said Golam Mortuza, offi-
cer-in-charge of
Gomostapur Police Station.

The 30 people were
arrested in several cases, said

sources at police superinten-
dent's office.

Meanwhile, three activ-
ists of Islami Chhatra Shibir
were held at a mess in
Naogaon district town early
yesterday.

The arrestees are
Alimuddin, 18, Jasimuddin,
17, and Ripon Pramanik,
18. They are students of
Naogaon Polytechnic
Institute.

They were arrested on
charge of planning subver-
sive activities, said OC
Zakirul Islam of Sadar
Model Police Station.

According to our Kushtia
correspondent, police
arrested seven women activ-
ists of Jamaat from Baradi
area in the district town on
Wednesday.

The arrestees include
Ferdousi Begum, 35, Ranu
Khatun, 28, Aklima Khatun,
40, Aleda Khatun, 32, Seta
Begum, 30, and Mohona
Biswas, 29.

Acting on a tip-off, a
police team raided a house
in the area and arrested the
seven when they were hold-
ing a clandestine meeting

there around 8:30pm, said
Obaidur Rahan, sub-
inspector of Kushtia Model
Police Station.

On the other hand, at
least 22 BNP and Jamaat
activists were held in two
upazilas of Meherpur dis-
tricts the same day.

Of the arrestees, eight
Jamaat activists are from
Gangni upazila and 14
others from Maujibnagar
upazila, said OC Akram
Hossain of Gangni Police
Station.

In Magura, police
arrested a local Jamaat
leader from Arpara Bazar in
Shalikha upazila of the

district on Wednesday:.
The arrestee is Abdur
Rashid, secretary of

Shalikha upazila unit of
Jamaat, reports UNB.

Officer-in-Charge of
Shalikha Police Station Abu
Jihad said on secret
inforamtion, a team of
police conducted a drive in
the area and arrested Rashid
in the afternoon.

Rashid was wanted in
several cases, including one
for sabotage, said the OC.
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Independent
University,
Bangladesh (IUB)

Undergraduate Admission

Spring 2016

Top 5% mrerﬁ'

in admission test

——

will get 100%

scholarship

Degree Programs Offered

School of Business (BBA, B.Sc.) :
- = Accounting * Finance » Marketing * Management « Management Information
Systems (MIS) = International Business (IB) * Human Resources

Management (HRM) » Investment Management ¢« BSc in Economics
School of Engineering & Computer Science (B.Sc.) :
* Computer Science & Engineering * Computer Science * Computer Engineering
e Electrical & Electronic Engineering ® Electronic & Telecommunication Engineering
* B.Sc.(Hons) in Mathematics
School of Environmental Science & Management (B.Sc.) :
* Environmental Management ® Environmental Science * Population Environment
School of Liberal Arts & Social Sciences (BSS, BA, LLB) :
* Media & Communication ® Anthropology * Sociology * English Literature
* English Language Teaching (ELT) » Bachelor of Laws (LLB Hons.)
School of Life Sciences (B.Sc.) : * Microbiology * Biochemistry

Admissions & Financial Aid Office (Ground Floor), Plot-16, Block-B,
Bashundhara R/A, Dhaka-1229. Tel: 8431645 - 53, 8432065 - 76 Ext - 1354, 1355

Fax: 8431991 Cell: 01780 185006 e-mail: admission@iub.edu.bd
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Application Eligibility

¢ Combined GPA of 8.0 in §.5.C and H.S.C with

minimum 3.5 in each

+ Minimum GPA 2.5 in five subjects in O-levels and
GPA 2.0 in two subjects in A-levels
+ International Baccalaureate

+ Microbiology & Biochemistry students must have
biology in S.S.C or O’ |evel

+ Environmental Science students who have taken
Chemistry/Physics in S.S.C or O'Level will get

preference

Scholarship and Financial Aid

+ IUB offers scholarships over Tk. 8 crores per year

for meritorious & needy students.
+ 20% -100% Financial aid based on performance
in IUB and financial need.

alar]n
CISCO

®® Microsoft

The Association to
Advance Collegiate
Schools of
Business, USA

AACSE | I

'[UB Quarks' is the
proud winner of
NASA Space Apps
Challenge'15
Bangladesh
HACKATHON

100% scholarship with free
board & lodging will be provided to
meritorious underprivileged FEMALE

students from outside Dhaka
provided by Shaheed Khalek &
Major Salek Bir Uttam Trust

Suiﬁrdu-z.r, -23- Nﬁ#émber_ZUis_uf 1_0.30 am
Friday, 27 November 2015 fill 4.070 pm

Sunday, 17 January, 2016
Apply Online :

www.iub.edu.bd/admission

& New Major!
B.Sc. (Hons) in
Mathematics
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