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TIB concerned
over proposal
for indemnity
for 3 ports'
procurement

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Transparency International
Bangladesh (TIB) has
expressed concern over the
recommendation of parlia-
mentary standing commit-
tee on the ministry of ship-
ping to formulate an
indemnity act for the pro-
curement of machinery for
three ports.

Dr Iftekharuzzaman,
TIB's executive director,
said they learnt about the
recommendation through
the mass media and other
reliable sources, and this
proposal for the procure-
ment of the machinery for
Chittagong, Mongla and
Payra ports is questionable,

If the act is formulated
over the excuse of "existing
act hinders development
works" and "indemnity act
is required to expedite
development work" then it
will be tantamount to the
violation of the Public
Procurement Act 2009, he
added.

He said such act will
create corruption and irreg-
ularity.

TIB also called upon the
government to examine what
procedure other modern
countries follow in procuring
machinery and urged them
to refrain from formulating
this indemnity act.

A gazette notification
was issued last month
saying a 16-member team
led by the shipping minis-
ter would visit three coun-
tries to inspect six mod-
ern ports.

Visitors at a photo exhibition organised by Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhasani Parishad at the capital's Shahbagh yesterday, marking
the 39th death anniversary of the legendary people's leader and a pioneer dreamer of independent Bangladesh.
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S Korea, Maldives envoys
meet president

UNB, Dhaka

Newly appointed South Korean Ambassador to
Bangladesh Ahn Seong-doo and High Commissioner of
the Maldives to Bangladesh Mohammed Asim made cour-
tesy calls on President Abdul Hamid at Bangabhaban
yesterday.

Welcoming the envoy and addressing South Korea a
good friend of Bangladesh, President urged South Korean
entrepreneurs to come up with more investment in
Bangladesh.

Meanwhile, president welcomed new Maldives High
Commissioner to Bangladesh Mohammed Asim at a sepa-
rate meeting and thanked the Maldives government for
reopening resident mission in Dhaka.
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ILO CONVENTION ON ADIVASIS' LAND RIGHTS

Create guideline for
implementation

IPDS seminar urges govt

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a seminar yesterday demanded
that the government make a guideline for
implementation of the relevant
International Labour Organization (ILO)
convention to protect the land rights of the
country's indigenous people.

Convention No. 107 states that the
right of ownership, collective or individ-
ual, of the indigenous people over the
lands which they traditionally occupy
shall be recognised, Prof Mesbah Kamal
of Dhaka University said in his keynote
speech.

The Indigenous Peoples Development
Services (IPDS) with support from ILO
organised the seminar on “Indigenous and
tribal peoples and Adivasis in the plain
land” at the capital's CBCB Centre,

The indigenous people who live on a
land and cultivate it but do not have any
paper, own the land for generations, the
professor said, adding that ifanyone wanted
to take the land forcibly from them, it would
be a violation of the ILO convention and
hence a violation of human rights.

Mesbah suggested that the indigenous

people prepare a map of their lands of their
own accord and register the lands which are
still under their possession.

Addressing the seminar, lawmaker
Ushatan Talukder said though the govern-
ment ratified Convention No. 107, it was
not implemented so far.

"The government is saying there are no
indigenous people in the country, then how
will their (indigenous people's) rights be
protected?" he asked.

Chairman of National Human Rights
Commission Prof Mizanur Rahman said the
commission had been demanding the full
implementation of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts (CHT) peace accord as the problem of
CHT could not be solved without its full
implementation.

Convention No. 107 mainly deals with
the land rights of indigenous people.

Speakers also demanded that the gov-
ernment ratify ILO's Convention No.
169, which calls for recognition of the
cultural and other specificities of indige-
nous people.

Sanjeeb Drong, president of IPDS, also
spoke.

Govt trying to
FROM PAGE 3

not say how many contents
had been restricted access
from Bangladesh or taken
down upon requests by the
government. But the social
media giant said in the
report that globally 20,568
posts and other pieces of
content that violated local
laws had been removed in
the first half of the year.

In meeting with the
representatives of the Posts
and Telecommunications
Division on October 29,
BTRC officials said the
government needed to have
a mutual legal assistance
treaty (MLAT) with the USA
before signing an agree-
ment with Facebook. MLAT
is an agreement between
two or more countries for
gathering and exchanging
information to enforce
public or criminal laws.

NEWSy
brief

Gayeshwar finally walks out on bail

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP standing committee member Gayeshwar Chandra
Roy was released from jail on bail yesterday.

He walked out of the Kashimpur High Security
Central Jail around 1:30pm, said Senior Jail Super
Mizanur Rahman.

Local BNP leaders and family members received
him at the jail gate. Gayeshwar was sent to jail on
November 4 after he surrendered before a court in a
case filed for torching a bus in the city's Malibagh area
during the "March for Democracy” programme called
by the then BNP-led 18-party alliance, on December
29, 2013, He also obtained bail earlier in all 27 cases
filed against him.

US to help enhance aviation
security: Bernicat

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The US Ambassador to Bangladesh Marcia Bernicat
expressed satisfaction over the security measures taken by
the Bangladesh government to ensure safety of foreigners
and assured their help to enhance aviation security.

She called on Civil Aviation and Tourism Minister
Rashed Khan Menon in Dhaka yesterday to discuss
security, economy, extremism and benefits of a strong
US-Bangladesh relation.

Four cops injured in road accident

OuR CORRESPONDENT,; Mymensingh

Four on-duty policemen were injured as a CNG-run
three-wheeler veered off Dhobaura-Haluaghat road after
the driver lost control over the vehicle in Dudloi village
of Dhobaura upazila in Mymensingh early yesterday.

The injured are Sub-Inspector of Mymensingh Kotwali
Police Station Akram, 30, and constables Al Amin, 28,
Lutfar Rahman, 27, and Nurul Islam, 26. They were
rushed to Mymensingh Medical College Hospital.

Youth hacked to death, another
hit by stray bullets in capital

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Unknown assailants hacked an unidentified youth to
death in Purba Rasulpur of Kamrangirchar in Dhaka
yesterday evening,

Kamrangirchar police said a feud over money made
from drug peddling might have led to the murder.

Another youth, Monir Hossain, 30, was hit by stray
bullets during a gunfight between two groups of drug
peddlers in Bhashantek, said the victim's family. Shot
in the head and buttocks, Monir was taken to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital.

JU math Olympiad starts Nov 20

JU CORRESPONDENT

The 2nd Math Olympiad organised by Jahangirnagar
University Science Club and the mathematics depart-
ment will start on November 20 on the campus. A total
of 1,600 contestants from different schools of Savar will
participate in the contest. The test will start at 10:00am.

MBA

Written Examination Date: December 04, 2015
For detailed information, please visit our website:

(www.iba-du.edu)
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