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Cops identity
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him," he said adding the man was
a fundamentalist. He, however, did
not disclose the name.

Asked about the man's connec-
tion with extremists or militant
outfits, the IGP said, "We are inves-
tigating it."

The SMS Prof Anisuzzaman
received reads: "Why do you sup-
port and uphold the rude
bloggers? Do you like to die with a
blow of Chapati [machete] ...?"

For his contribution to educa-
tion and Bangla literature, Prof
Anisuzzaman has received numer-
ous accolades including Bangla
Academy Award, Ekushey Padak,
Independence Award and Padma
Bhushan, India's third highest
civilian award.

Contacted, Anisuzzaman told The
Daily Star, "Police did not inform me
anything about it but I came to know
it from television reports.”

Meanwhile, Rajshahi University
teachers and students yesterday
protested the death threat to fic-
tion writer Hasan Azizul Haque.

An unknown caller threatened
Hasan with death over the phone
on Sunday.

Rajshahi police said they were
providing Hasan with security and
investigating the matter to identify
the caller.

JRC meeting
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Mahmud when he met Bharti at
state-owned Ashoka Hotel in New
Delhi where she hosted a high tea
for him yesterday.

Emerging from the meeting,
Mahmud told reporters that he
invited Bharti to Dhaka for the JRC
meeting "very soon”, which she
accepted.

Replying to a question when the
meeting would be held, he said it
would be set through diplomatic
channels.

Bharti, talking to reporters sepa-
rately a short while later, said she
had accepted Mahmud's invita-
tion, and the mutually convenient
date would be finalised.

In 2010, the last meeting of
ministerial-level JRC was held in
Delhi.

Mahmud said he took up the
issue of sharing of waters of the
Teesta and other common rivers,

Mahmud said Bharti had
assured him that India would not
do anything that would be detri-
mental to the interests of
Bangladesh.

Asked about the Teesta water-
sharing deal, Bharti said India has
a cooperative federal structure and
talks are on with the concerned
state (West Bengal) for evolving a
consensus on the issue.

Answering another question,
she said she would hold talks with
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on the Teesta
issue before attending the JRC
meeting in Dhaka.

Where stay
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This correspondent talked to the
authorities of at least 12 halls of the
university's 20 dormitories and
found that the annual charge at
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman Hall, Sir Salimullah Hall,
Shaheed Sergeant Zahurul Haque
Hall, Haji Muhammad Mohsin
Hall, Kabi Jasimuddin Hall,
Muktijoddha Ziaur Rahman Hall,
Begum Rokeya Hall and Sir AF
Rahman Hall is Tk 360.

The Jagannath Hall charges Tk
800, including Tk 250 for Saraswati
Puja, while Shamsunnahar Hall
collects Tk 560, including Tk 200 for
religious programmes and medical
services, Fazlul Haque Hall Tk 900

and Shahidullh Hall Tk 1,200. The
two latter dormitories hiked the
charges recently.

Prof Shafiul said the annual fees
at Bijoy Ekattor Hall was higher
than many others halls because
running the newly built dormitory
is costly. “We have to pay many of
our staff from the hall fund.”
PROTESTS
Pragatishil Chhatra Jote, an alliance
of seven left-leaning student organi-
sations, brought out a procession
on the DU campus last evening,
demanding that the authorities cut
the charge immediately.

Earlier in the day, leaders of the
platform at a press conference at
Modhur Canteen issued a seven-day
ultimatum to the hall authorities to
reduce the charge. They warned of
waging a tougher movement if their
demand was not met within this
period.

Chhatra Jote leaders said they
would submit a memorandum to

DU Vice Chancellor AAMS Arefin
Siddique today in this regard.

Talking to this newspaper, the DU
VC said, “As the establishment fee
and other maintenance costs of the
newly built hall are higher than those
in other dormitories, students will
have to pay more to stay here. The
annual fee of the hall is affordable.”

About the process of fixing the
annual charge, he said the hall
authorities initially propose an
amount which is later finalised by
the university authorities.

“The facilities at the hall are not
better than those in other dormitories
of the university. But I have to pay
about 10 times more than my friends,”
said a student of Bijoy Ekattor Hall on
condition of anonymity.

13 Kurdish rebels
killed in new
Turkey air strikes

AFP, Istanbul

Turkish warplanes carried out a new
wave of air strikes against Kurdistan
Workers' Party (PKK) militants in
the southeast, killing 13 rebels
overnight, the army said Monday.

"Thirteen terrorists have been
neutralised,” in the remote Hakkari
province, on the border with Iraq,
the general staff said in a statement
on its website,

Meanwhile in Istanbul, police
detained at least 13 suspected PKK
members on Monday after receiving
intelligence that they were planning
to attack shops and government
buildings in the city with Molotov
cocktails, Dogan news agency said.

Education, health sectors
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Abed suggested unifying primary
and secondary education minis-
tries, but making a separate one to
deal with the higher education.

He also expressed disappoint-
ment with the low budgetary alloca-
tion, which is around 1.8 percent of
Bangladesh's Gross Domestic
Product, for education. It should be
raised to 4 percent of the GDP, he
said.

On the health sector, Abed, who
leads the world's largest NGO, said
health shocks were pushing some 3
to 5 million people below the
poverty line every year Despite
progress in health indicators, the
number of children suffering mal-
nutrition, mothers dying while
giving births is very high, he said.

Rasheda K Chowdhury, director
of the Campaign for Popular
Education, suggested the govern-
ment should raise fund for educa-
tion through imposingtax.

Bangladesh has to focus on
domestic resources. “Development
partners will be there, but the

government should be at the
drivingseat,” she said.

Finance Minister AMA Mubhith,
who chaired the session, said he
endorsed the idea of unifying
primary and secondary education
ministries and improving the
governance of educational institu-
tions.

As Bangladesh grows into a
middle-income country by 2021, it
needs more investment in training
health staff and improving gover-
nance, said Navaratnasamy
Paranietharan, Bangladesh's coun-
try representative of the World
Health Organization.

The allocation for health in the
current fiscal yearis Tk 11,146 crore,
which is 4.45 percent of the total
budget. WHO suggested increasing
itto 15 percent of the budget.

Jeff Nankivell, director general of
the Asia-Pacific in foreign affairs,
trade and development, Canada,
suggested investments in market-
related skills development, ensur-
ing quality and equity in education

India agrees to pay
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Fakhrul Islam, director general of
Bangladesh's Department of
Shipping, told The Daily Star that
India would allow small and
medium ships from Bangladesh to
use Bandel river port in the Ganges
near Kolkata to carry boulders for the
construction of the proposed Padma
bridge.

Bangladesh, he said, also wanted
to use Kolkata port, but the Indian
side said there are some issues that it
would discuss and get back later.

Fakhrul also said India has agreed
to allow Bangladeshi trucks to carry

cargo up to the "discharge” point to
Agartala, the capital city of Indian
state of Tripura, avoiding tranship-
ment at Akhaura on the border.

A day after signing a Standard
Operating Procedure for imple-
menting the coastal shipping for
cargo, the two countries yesterday
inked a similar deal for enforcing
passenger and cruise service
between them.

Replying to a question, Fakhrul
said both coastal shipping in cargo
and passenger movement were
expected to start sometime next year.

He said goods by ships between

Bangladesh and India could reach
other's ports in maximum four to
five days by ships under the coastal
shipping agreement.

The sea and river ports to be
connected under the agreement are
Mongla, Chittagong, Paira, Khulna,
Narayanganj, Ashuganj and
Pangaon in Bangladesh and
Chennai, Visakhapatnam,
Krishnapatnam, Paradip, Kakinada,
Haldia and Kolkata in India.

Fakhrul said coastal shipping in
cargo between the two countries
could generate thousands of jobs for
sailors and labourers in dockyards.

France strikes ISIS targets
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The French planes took off from
bases in Jordan and the United Arab
Emirates, in an operation that was
conducted in co-ordination with US
forces.

Shortly after the raid, the French
air force released a video of the
imposing planes taking off for their
bombing mission.

Meanwhile, France President
Francois Hollande has said his
country is committed to "destroy-
ing" theIS.

Speaking at a joint session of both
houses of parliament yesterday, he
declared that "France is at war". He
promised to eradicate terrorism, but
not at the expense of France's freedom.

He said he would table a bill to
extend the state of emergency
declared after the attacks for three
months and would suggest changes
to the constitution.

France's military campaign
against IS in Iraq and Syria will also
intensify, Hollande added.

IS says it carried out the attacks on
bars, restaurants, a concert hall and a
stadium in which 129 people died.

The French president said he
would travel to meet US President
Barack Obama and Russian
Vladimir Putin in the coming days
to discuss action against the group.

Anti-IS activist group, Raqqa is
Being Slaughtered Silently, has said
that no civilians were killed or
injured in the French bombing raids,
citing sources in local hospitals.

There are indications that more

strikes against IS are ahead - the
French nuclear-powered aircraft
carrier Charles De Gaulle will set
sail for the Persian Gulf on
November 18, as was announced
before the attacks on Friday.

The aircraft carrier will make more
planes available for use against ISIS,
and will also dramatically cut the
time it takes for French planes to
reach their targets in the region.

The Charles De Gaulle is capable
of carrying up to 40 jets and helicop-
ters, and will "bolster Paris' fire-
power in the region," as President
Francois Hollande said.

Hollande called the Paris attacks
an "act of war" in a speech on
Saturday, and said "France will be
merciless towards these barbarians.”

Prime Minister Manuel Valls has
also vowed to ‘"destroy" those
behind the attacks.

Thousands of French soldiers
have been deployed on the streets of
the country, to provide reinforce-
ments to regular police while France
endures a three-day period of
national mourning and a state of
emergency.

"WAR' DECLARED

Also vyesterday, French Interior
Minister Bernard Cazeneuve said
that "war" had been declared on
France and that "anybody who
attacks the Republic, the Republic
will fight back."

"It is not they who will destroy
the Republic. The Republic will
destroy them, " he said.

France has been part of the U.S.-

led coalition of nations fighting ISIS
from the air, but after Friday's
attacks that killed 129 people and
wounded more than 350 others,
France has flown more sorties.

[SIS has claimed responsibility for

the attacks, which France's President
described as "an act of war."
'STRIKES ARE SYMBOLIC?
France has been conducting
airstrikes against IS targets in Syria
since September as part of a US-led
coalition, reports CNN,

A senior Obama administration
official said that the United States
was "working closely with the
French to develop targets."

The US military probably
handed over a list of targets the
coalition was planning to strike to
the French to let them fly the sorties,
said retired Lt Gen Mark Hertling, a
military analyst. "These target
packages were already in folders, as
they're called, and I'm sure the
central command handed them
over to the French fighters to attack
for the symbolism of France being
back in the fight."

The timing of the new airstrikes
probably is no coincidence, analysts
said.

"Clearly, it's a military activity,
but it really sends a very strong
political message, and it's all for
internal consumption within
France," said retired Maj. Gen.
James "Spider" Marks, a CNN
military analyst. "This is very vis-
ceral.”

IS in Ragga was also the target of
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the government should understand
that their countries want to help
Bangladesh to achieve its socio-
economic development goals and
become a middle-income country.

“We don't see anything to gain
from pressing the Bangladesh
government to accept the existence
of IS in Bangladesh. I don't believe
that any friend or development
partner of Bangladesh wants to
create a situation like the ones in
Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan
and Libya, as claimed by the prime
minister,” said a senior diplomat
of a Western country:.

Diplomats seeking anonymity
said no one is leaning on the gov-
ernment to accept the IS existence
in Bangladesh, rather many coun-
tries, after the killing of two for-
eigners, have come up with offer to
help Bangladesh.

Regarding the IS claims after
recent incidents, they said instead
of outright rejecting any claim, it is
wise for the government to seri-
ously investigate the claims.

In response to a question,
another diplomat of a top
European country said the West's
interests in the Middle East and
Bangladesh are far from the same.

“We have been helping the
country for development, flourish-
ing democracy and governance
since its independence, so how can
we harm Bangladesh,” the diplo-
mat said, adding that many of
these countries stood by
Bangladesh during its independ-
ence struggle.

Another diplomat of an influen-
tial Asian country, on condition of
anonymity, said the government
should concentrate on arresting
the culprits without politicising the
matter.

He said, “We are just concerned
about the safety of our people
staying in Bangladesh.”

A diplomat of another influen-
tial Asian country, which is also a
very close friend of Bangladesh,
admitted that they also have infor-
mation that the terrorists' threats
are true.

He, however, said there has been
high level contact between the two
countries and “we have all our
support for you [Bangladesh].”

SC hears
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In the petition submitted to the
HC on November 2, she also chal-
lenged the legality of the appoint-
ments of the first three judges to
the International Crimes Tribunal-
1 which dealt with her husband's
war crimes case.

Farhat prayed to the HC to
declare the appointments of the
three judges illegal. She claimed
that the provision of the 15th
constitutional amendment, which
allows trial of individuals for com-
mitting crimes against humanity,
conflicts with a provision of the
original constitution which stipu-
lated that the accused will be put
on trial as a group of individuals.

Yesterday, the HC bench of
Justice Tariq ul Hakim and Justice
Farid Ahmed Shibli dropped the
petition from its hearing list, say-
ing that the issues mentioned in
the prayer have already been set-
tled by the HC.

The Appellate Division has
already delivered a judgment on
the appeal of Salauddin Quader
Chowdhury in the war crimes case,
the bench said, adding that time
will be wasted if the writ petition is
entertained at this stage.

The court told petitioner's coun-
sel Mohsen Rashid that he could
move the writ petition before
another HC bench.

Jamaat-e-Islami leader
Mojaheed and BNP's Salauddin on
October 14 submitted the review
petitions to the SC, seeking acquit-
tal on all the charges levelled
against them.

In the petitions, the two sought
reconsideration of the SC judg-
ments on the ground that they
were sentenced for “offences com-
mitted by others”.

The SC upheld the capital pun-
ishment of the two politicians in
June and July after hearing their
appeals against the verdicts of two
war crimes tribunals.

The International Crimes
Tribunal issued death warrants for
the two on October 1, a day after
the SC released its full verdicts.

lown pays
FROM PAGE 16
and will have health benefits.

The Italian Federation Friends of
the Bicycle (FIAB), which helped to
develop the idea, says it hopes that
other towns will now follow
Massarosa's lead.

A similar scheme was intro-
duced in France in 2014, with
mixed results. While a six-month
trial found that paying people to
cycle to work did increase the
numbers doing so, the majority
had been using public transport,
rather than private vehicles. Of
those making the move from cars

to bicycles, most had already been
carpooling,

Star to salute ICT heroes
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“We want to present Bangladesh to the
world as an ICT hub, " said Shameem Ahsan,
president of Bangladesh Association of
Software and Information Services.

The Daily Star ICT Awards can play an
important role in achieving the target, he said.

Many top global ICT brands such as
NewsCred, REVE Systems and Tiger IT have
connections to Bangladesh but it is never
reflected in the media, he said.

NewsCred, a leading content marketing
platform globally, was founded in 2008 by
three Bangladeshis.

REVE Systems, which provides software
solutions for the telephony and IP tele-
phony industry worldwide among others,
was founded by a Bangladeshi national, M
Rezaul Hassan, in 2003 with six employees
in the capital's Khilgaon.

The company 1s now headquartered in
Singapore.

Founded in 2000 by a Buet graduate,
Tiger ITis a star in the field of biometrics and
identity management solutions. The com-
pany is particularly known for its automated
fingerprint identification system.

In 2013, BASIS has set its sights to hit $1
billion in exports by 2018 and it has already
registered $300 million, Ahsan added.

Sonia Bashir Kabir, managing director of
Microsoft Bangladesh, said the initiative
would provide an opportunity to the young
people in the ICT sector to present their
success stories.

From the onset, Brac Bank had designs to
present the ICT sector as a mainstream one,
said its Managing Director Selim RF
Hussain.

“That's why we are supporting this
initiative,” he said, adding that small and
medium enterprises in the ICT sector also
need attention.

"Without the power of ICT no business can
function properly. And for this, we have
become a part of the event,” said Ashwani
Nayar, general manager of Le Méridien Dhaka.

The award ceremony will recognise winners
in six categories: e-business, ICT start-up, ICT
person, ICT product, and ICT solution
providersin the local and international arenas.

Nomination criteria and forms are
available on www.thedailystar.net/ICT-
awards.

For the “ICT Person of the Year” award,
those who have made more than 15 years of
contribution to the ICT sector can apply.

Any local software and information
technology-enabled service provider (in-
cluding business process outsourcing
companies) can apply for the local “ICT
Solution Provider of the Year” award, said
SamiAhmed, executive director of BASIS.

The main criterion for selecting the
winner in this category will be the last three
years' revenue.

The "ICT Product of the Year” award will
be given for innovation in the field of
software and mobile application. The
number of users and value addition will be
the adjudicating criteria.

Any .com initiative including e-
commerce, education sites, online newspa-
pers, and job sites will be eligible for the “e-
Business of the Year” award, The award
criteria will be the number of users, value
addition and the last three years' revenue.

Any ICT company that is between one
and three years old and has a fully func-
tional product/service can apply for the
“ICT Start-up of the Year” award.

Software and ITES solution provider that
has been exporting its services for the past
three years can apply in the 'ICT Solution
Provider of the Year (International Market
Focus)' category.

Those who have been providing
customised software/ITES solutions for the
local market can vie for “ICT Solution Provider
of the Year (Local Market Focus) " award.

The companies have to be registered in
Bangladesh, and in case of a joint venture,
minimum 50 percent local ownership is
required.

Candidates can apply for multiple award
categories, and the last day for submitting
nominations, which will be adjudicated by
a panel of eminent jury members, is

cember 15.

OCCeroos
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home game against Bangladesh 5-0 in
September and are currently placed second
in Group B behind Jordan. Bangladesh, on
the other hand, are languishing at the
bottom with a single point from six games.

Dhaka wants
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enjoying a very cordial relationship. 1
hope we will be able to bring back all the
criminals through discussions,” he added.

Sources said the Indians assured
Bangladesh of handing over the top
Bangladeshi criminals hiding in India
following examination of legal matters.
They thanked Bangladesh for deporting
Chetia and asked for other Indian crimi-
nals in Bangladesh.

It was only on November 11 when
Bangladesh deported Ulfa leader Anup
Chetia, and a day after that India handed
over prime accused in the sensational seven-
murder case of Narayanganj Nur Hossain.

According to law enforcement agencies,
around 40 top criminals are either in Indian
jails orare hiding in that country.

He said with the signing of Land
Boundary Agreement and its implementa-
tion both Bangladesh and India have been
enjoying the warmest ever relationship.

Meanwhile, the Indian delegation led
by Rajiv Mehrishi paid a courtesy call on
Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan
Kamal and invited him on behalf of
Indian Home Minister Rajnath Singh to
visit India, sources said.

The home minister accepted the invita-
tion, the sources added.
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