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Faridpur leader
quits BNP on
'ideological
grounds'

Says he may go back
to ruling AL

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Shahriar Rumi, a central
executive committee mem-
ber of BNP and vice presi-
dent of its Faridpur district
unit, resigned from all
posts of the party yesterday
n "ideological grounds”.

He said he would rejoin
the ruling Awami League,
of which he had been a
member of a sub-
comimittee of the central
committee till 2001. He
joined AL in 1991 and left
the party in 2002.

"I quit all posts of BNP
of my own accord, as |
believe that we, all pro-
liberation forces, have to
be united under the ban-
ner of the ruling Awami
League under present
circumstances,” Rumi told
The Daily Star hours after
his resignation.

SEE PAGE 5 COL 1
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Artists performing a dance at Bakultala of the Faculty of Fine Arts, Dhaka University during the celebration of
‘Nabanna Utsab 1422' organised by Jatiya Nabanna Utsab Udjapan Parshad yesterday. The programme also featured
a colourful rally and a music festival. Though 'Nabanna', a traditional annual event marking the harvest of new crop,
is closely related to the rural agrarian culture, urban people are also taking up the celebration.

Light rain may occur at one or two places in Barisal and Chittagong divisions, but the weather may mostly remain dry

YESTERDAY'S  DHAKA ﬂifI'TAEDHE SYLHET ﬂMSHﬁH' KHULNA BAREAL MHEP“R L’IIK'S EAZAII with partly cloudy sky elsewhere in the country till 6:00pm today, said Met Office. Light fog may occur at places over the
TEMPERATURES  H29.31L21.2 H30.01L205 H30.01L193 H31.01L17.8 H32.01L205 H3071L206 H29.21L183 H30.00L20.5 river basins of the country early morning. The sun sets in the capital today at 5:12pmand rises tomorrow at 6:14am.

MUNICIPAL POLLS
Mosharraf places

bill at JS for
partisan mayors

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

LGRD Minister Khandaker Mosharrat Hossain last night
placed a bill in parliament allowing municipal mayoral
candidates to use registered political parties’ parliamentary
electoral symbols.

Previously the parties could only support mayor and
councillor candidates but their participation was all but
official since their local machinery was used for campaigns.

The "Local Government (municipality) Further
Amendment Bill-2015" was sent for further scrutiny to the
parliamentary standing committee on the LGRD ministry
which was asked to submit a report within three working
days.

President Abdul Hamid on November 2 promulgated an
ordinance amending the local government law for holding
municipality polls in a partisan manner,

On October 12, the cabinet approved the law's drafts
allowing the parties to nominate candidates.

According to EC officials, elections to around 245 out of
317 municipalities are likely to be held in December and the
rest in phases later. Polls schedule may be declared by
November's end.

In the January 2011 municipal elections, the AL-blessed
mayor candidates won in 88 of 236 municipalities while
BNP-backed onesin 92.
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Anti-religious

rally Dec 4
Announces Hindu
Buddhist Christian
Unity Council

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

‘Half of Dalits ostracised

discrimination :
. Reveals survey by Bangladesh Harijan Oikya e BOst
- Parishad, Friends Association for Integrated =

. Revolution, Manusher Jonno Foundation e is herel

" STAFF CORRESPONDENT said FAIR Director Dewan Akhtaruzzaman.

ears |

To protect the rights of the
religious minorities and
indigenous communities,
Bangladesh Hindu
Buddhist Christian Unity
Council yesterday
announced holding a rally
in the capital's Suhrawardy
Udyan on December 4.
"In the rally, we will
place our demands for a
national unity against
religious discrimination

cratic Bangladesh,” said the
council's General Secretary
Rana Dasgupta at a press
conference at Dhaka
Reporters Unity.

As attacks, exploitations
and land grabbing against
minorities continue

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

: Due to their caste and nature of their profes-  ¢4i4. “Dalit students face discrimination in

- sion, 50 percent of the 55 lakh Dalits, includ- g5 ¢jety, state and even in schools from their
. ing 15 lakh Harijans, in Bangladesh became  (J3gsmates and teachers regularly.”

- victims of hatred and discrimination at differ- He said 295 out of 504 Dalits got the scope
- entspheres of society, reveals asurvey. tostudytill class Vwhile 87 up to class X.

- includes the rape of five women. ted to schools. Twenty two of 92 guardians

. the Friends Association for Integrated neglected or faced negative attitudes from
- Revolution (FAIR) in association with classmates due to their caste and profession,
- Manusher Jonno Foundation revealed the it adds. It says the prime minister instructed

. survey, “DALIT Human Rights Situation in  the authorities concerned on May 29, 2012
and for a secular and demo- °

+ Jatiya Press Club yesterday. for Dalit students.
- social mediaand therightto informationact.  got admission in different universities with

. crimination at tea stalls and salons after adds. Human rights activist Hameeda
- disclosing their identity, 48.1 percent in Hossain said though Bangladesh was
- getting jobs other than their traditional ones becoming a middle-income country, the
. while another 51.9 percent stated that they status of Dalits would not improve if the
" were barred from taking meals with others, SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

Reading out the survey's summary, he

During the 2013-14 survey period, 500 The survey says 13 percent stated of fac-

Bangladesh Harijan Oikya Parishad, and  g3id their children were discriminated,

Bangladesh 2013-2014" in the capital's to keep quotas in educational institutions
The survey made use of local mass and In the 2014-15 session, only 25 students

Some 52.09 percent of Dalits faced dis- only five universities approving the quota, it
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BASHUNDOHARA GROUP
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In Recognition of
Excellence

R R N :

Bashundhara Paper Mills Limited (BPML), Bangladesh is honored

on receiving the excellence award on THE LARGEST EXHIBITOR

AT INTERNATIONAL SECTOR from the 12" International Exhibition
and Conference on Pulp, Paper and Allied Industries.

Paperex-2015 India, world’s largest paper show. All leading paper
brands in the globe have displayed their innovations and products

at paperex 2015.

BPML acknowledges with gratitude the contribution of its valued
customers, dealers, retailers, patrons and stakeholders for this

achievement.

E Bashundhara Paper Mills Ltd.



