1 6 DHAKA SATURDAY NOVEMBER 14, 2015 y

@The Baily Star

THE NEW FHUNTIER OF r‘[

CONSTHUGTION

BSRM INTRODUG Es'THE ‘
BUILDING DESIGN BDNI‘.‘EPTJ“I" || |\|
IN BANGLADESH

Hl % :-Il' i i T.I Iz 7
;'.. o -

www. bsrm.com

SHAH
CEMENT

HIGHEST
SELLING CEMENT

in Bangladesh

nnw fm1 2 years

www.shahcement. cnm|

B /shahcementbd

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Regional bus
services soon

New passenger, cargo transport
services to connect Bangladesh,
India, Nepal, Bhutan, says FM

New passenger bus and cargo services connecting
Bangladesh and India with Nepal and Bhutan will be opera-
tional soon, says Foreign Minister AH Mahmood Ali.

The initiative, taken under the BBIN Motor Vehicle
Agreement, will have a huge positive economic impact on

the countries.

“This is expected to be a 'game changer' in this sub-
" the foreign minister yesterday said while address-
ing the inaugural session of a two-day seminar titled "Ban-
gladesh and Indian northeast: Exploring Opportunities and

region,

Mutual Interests”,

The Asiatic Society of Bangladesh organised the event in

the city.

"All these initiatives, put together, would have a huge
impact on increasing people-to-people contact as well as on
increasing cross-border business activities,” he said.

Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal (BBIN) signed a
motor vehicle agreement in June. The pact was signed to
promote safe, economical efficient and environmentally

sound road transport in the sub-region.
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There was much to t:elehrate ahnut 1he way the Tigers bowled against Zimbabwe in 1he ﬁrst T201 yesterday, as Mashrafe Bin Mortaza, Al Amin
Hossain, Mustafizur Rahman and Jubair Hossain took two wickets each to reduce the visitors to 131. However, a shambolic batting performance
saw the hosts struggling to overcome the target, before a final flourish from skipper Mashrafe took his side over the line. Reports on Page 14.

Regional AIDS
congress
postponed
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The 12th International
Congress on AIDS in Asia

REUTERS, Beirut

and the Pacific (ICAAP-12),
which was scheduled to be
held in Dhaka on
November 20-23, has been
postponed, apparently on
security grounds.

The ICAAP-12 executive
committee in its website on
Thursday night said the
postponement was "due to
unavoidable circum-
stances,” and the schedule

The United States targeted
British Islamic
"Jihadi John" in an air attack in
northern Syria which Britain
said would "strike at the heart of
Islamic State" if the militant's
death is confirmed.

British Prime Minister David
Cameron said the death of
Mohammed Emwazi, who was
known as Jihadi John after
appearing in videos showing the

State leader

US air strike 'kills
Jihadi John' in Syria

Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights,
quoted sources in Raqqa as
saying he had been blown to
pieces.

"A car carrying four foreign
[slamic State leaders, including
one British Jihadi was hit by US
air strikes right after the
governorate building in Ragqa
city,"
Director of the UK-based

Observatory told Reuters.
He initially quoted sources in

a monitoring group,

Rami Abdulrahman,

would be announced later.
Though they did not
officially cite any reason
behind the decision, a 28
October update on the
website says some of the
SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

killings of US and British hostages, could
not yet be confirmed and the Pentagon said
it was still assessing the effectiveness of the
strike.

But a US official said Thursday's attack in
the town of Ragqa, Islamic State's de facto
capital, probably killed Emwazi and the

Raqqi as saying the body of "an important
British Jihadi" was in the town's hospital
but later quoted them as saying Emwazi's
body, and those of his three militant com-

rades, had been left in charred pieces.
Emwazi took part in videos showing the
SEE PAGE 11 COL 5
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Paban Das baul performing at Dhaka International Folk Festival yesterday. Story on page 11.

Chinese town reborn
from ashes of quake

WASIM BIN HABIB, back from Yingxiu, China

The fate of the residents of Yingxiu changed
forever the moment an earthquake hit the
small town with the magnitude of 8 on a
summer afternoon in 2008.

Being the epicentre, the formerly nonde-
script town, deep inside the hills and moun-
tains in the Sichuan province of China, was
thrown into total chaos as mountains split
and swayed, buildings reduced to rubble
and its infrastructure and communications
were destroyed.

About 6,500 of around 12,000 perma-

nent residents of Yingxiu were killed that
day and the rest were left to suffer utter
devastation as people tried bare-handed to
dig relatives and neighbours from the
debris.

Seven years on from the nightmare, the
town is now reborn from the ashes and its
residents have recovered from the tremen-
dous sorrow inflicted on them with the loss
of their families in the disaster.

Strolling through the reconstructed
town, one may get stunned by sparkling
new houses built in combination of the
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Three burnt
in explosion
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BNP activist
shot dead in
Chuadanga

OurR CORRESPONDENT,
Thenidah

A BNP activist was found
shot dead in Bhultia village
of Chuadanga Sadar upazila
yesterday three days after he
was picked up by unidenti-
fied criminals.

The victim, Rabiul Islam
Robi, 48, was the son of
Abul Hasem of Nalbhanga
village in Jhenidah's
Kaliganj upazila.

Victim's son Rana Hossain,
18, said his father was a ferti-
liser and insecticide trader. He
was a BNP activist, but did not
hold any post.

According to Rana, his
father along with the other
accused was returning home
in a microbus on Tuesday
noon after appearing before
a Jhenidah court in a land-
related case.

When they reached near
Tetultala Bazar in Jhenidah
Sadar upazila, some six to
seven armed assailants on
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Three members of a family suffered severe
burns in an explosion in their household
o3s pipeline at the capital's Wari early
yesterday.

Alamgir Hossain, 50, his wife Hosne
Ara, 45, and their daughter Shamrin Alam,
20, were in critical condition, and fighting
for their lives at the burn unit of Dhaka
Medical College Hospital, said Partho
Shankar Paul, residential physician at the
hospital.

Alamgir sustained 95 percent burns,
Hosne Ara 40 percent and Shamrin 30
percent, he added.

Quoting Shamrin, her uncle Abdus
Sattar told The Daily Star that Hosne Ara
went to their kitchen around 12:30am to
boil milk. Just as she lighted a matchstick
to fire up the gas stove, the room exploded
with a loud bang and a huge fireball
engulfed the house instantly.

Locals doused the flames immediately
and rushed the three victims to the hospital.

Tapan Chandra Shaha, officer-in-charge
of Wari Police Station, said gas leaked
from what appeared to be a faulty pipeline

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

'‘Guerrilla grafting'
for fruit lovers

ODDITYCENTRAL.COM

Thereis a group of fruit lovers in San Francisco that practice some-
thing known as "guerrilla grafting"
branches onto fruitless, ornamental trees across the Bay Area city.
Having access to free fruit sounds like a wonderful idea, con-
sidering the number of homeless people who can rarely afford a

-- they graft fruit bearing
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decent meal, but guerrilla grafting is actually illegal.

In many metropolitan areas, urban foresters make sure that flower-
ing fruit trees don't bear any fruit, in order to keep fallen fruit from
making a mess on sidewalks and attracting vermin. Most public trees
are fruitless, a fact that the Guerilla Grafters obviously don'tlike.
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