- —— -
o —— —_
g

ith thousands of years of history and
heritage behind it, today India is recognised
as being one of the largest multicultural
ountries in Asia, and certainly the world.
arious parts of India were ruled by numer-
ous Middle kingdoms, among which the
upta Empire stands out. This period bore
itness to a Hindu religious and intellectual
renaissance, and is known as the Golden
Age of India. During this period, aspects of
Indian civilisation, administration, culture,
and religion spread around Asia, while
kingdoms in southern India forged mari-
ime business links with the Roman Empire,
rom around 77 CE. Greater India became
established as a result of the spread of
Indian cultural influence throughout
Southeast Asia. Between the colonial period
of 1501 to 1961, India was ruled by the
Portuguese, Dutch, French, and British,
among many others.

| have visited India several times, how-
ever there are still many provinces | have

et to visit. My trip from Delhi to

handigarh was especially memorable.

handigarh is one of the best-planned

ities in India, with architecture which is

orld-renowned and a quality of life which
is unparalleled. As the capital of the states
of Punjab and Haryana, it is a prestigious

ity. As the face of modern India,

handigarh is the manifestation of a dream
hat Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru envisaged and
architect Le Corbusier executed.

It may seem contradictory to describe a

ity as being serene, as opposed to frenetic,
but Chandigarh is one of those rare epito-
mes of modernisation co-existing with
nature's preservation. The trees and plants
here are as much a part of the construction
plans as the buildings and the roads. India's
irst planned city is a rich, prosperous, spic
and span, green city rightly referred to as
'The City Beautiful.

Our first impression was of the city
streets. Their traffic islands are round and
most of them, as well as the roadsides, form
a beautiful harmony between planned and
unplanned landscape. Le Corbusier made

his city plan based on grid. Our first stop
as to the Zakir Hussain Rose Garden, a
botanical garden that is spread over 30
acres of land, with 50,000 rose-bushes of
1600 different species. Named after India's
ormer president, Zakir Hussain, and cre-

ated in 1967 under the guidance of Dr M.S.
Randhawa, Chandigarh's first chief commis-
sioner, the garden has the distinction of
being one of Asia's largest. The garden has
not only roses, but also trees of medicinal
value. Some of the medicinal plants that
can be spotted here are bel, bahera, harar,
camphor and yellow gulmohar. The rose
plants have been planted in carved-out
lawns and flower beds. We were lucky that
our trip coincided with the flower festival
being held at the garden. We are used to
seeing pink, red and white roses but at the
garden we got the chance to see black
and purple ones too. Among other events,
the Zakir Rose Garden also serves as the
venue for the annual Rose Festival, a
major cultural event in Chandigarh during
either February or March. Celebrated
mainly as a tribute to the magnificence of
the rose itself, the attractions include food,
drinks, joyrides and contests of varying
nature, such as photography, gardening,
landscaping, bonsai, and Rose Prince and
Princess. The contests are open to resi-
dents and institutions from nearby places.
Our main destination was the Nek
Chand Garden. This is not a simple green
botanical garden, but one of the most
renowned craft gardens of the world. Nek
Chand has a rock garden that boasts
waterfalls, hidden passages, pavilions and
piazzas set in a jungle landscape that was
once a derelict wasteland. Armies of doll-
like figures, magical birds and beasts
fashioned from industrial waste and
scraps of junk materials are the sentinels
of this enchanted garden. Broken china,
slag from foundries, metal scraps, even
leftover cement blocks from the city that
Le Corbusier built have been recycled in
his Nek Chand visionary environment.
Although it has been ten years since |
visited that garden, | still remember the
wonderful sculptures fondly. The artist
and sculptor, Nek Chand, passed away at
the age of ninety in June earlier this year.
Despite the deep sorrow that we felt, his
legacy still reminds us of this great person
- a self-taught artist with an honest,
loving and childish mind."He played with
any material,” his son Sani Chand said.
“Only playing, just like kids."Those who
knew Mr. Chand described him as humble,
despite the praise he received. He strolled
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through the garden often, choosing to
spend time with local people, although he
was a friend to many prominent citizens.
Mr. Chand was born on December 15th,
1924, in the village of Barian Kalan, which
became part of Pakistan after the partition.

,:" '-. = ._- . :
i - L i & L]
Al - . - ol - Ly -
] o 1% -.‘_é". ill.:'.. J' ..,
WAT e 408 R
. el :

Radirson =

i ¥

AT VR e Y
- n e e SRR

L3 CSTYEEDS:
=i ﬂ:-lm : ."F'é 4 < vl .
' ' _.n'__;':?,.q-_:ﬂ-- rri_ {i’ﬁi F5
_*J“;; X i hf‘ﬂ‘n‘t. ! .*mr.
NG .r"'f)#'-;.‘*fr :-'h‘:‘!

-

He arrived in the city of Chandigarh just
after India's independence in 1947. He
worked for the government as a road
inspector but became fascinated by objects
that he found, such as weather-beaten rocks.

SEE PAGE 16
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DREAM
WEDDING

DREAM WEDDINGS COME TRUE AT RADISSON BLU. 2100 M? GRAND PILLAR LESS BALLROOMS.
THE ULTIMATE OF STYLE AND SOPHISTICATION.WIDE ARRAY OF CULINARY CHOICES. STUNNING RECEPTIONS OR SIT-DOWN DINMNER.
24| CONTEMPORARY ROOMS AND SUITES. INTHE HEART OF CITY WITH PANORAMIC VIEWS OF THE BAY.
RADISSON BLU. SPARKLING FOR YOU.
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CONTACT US

RADISSOMN BLU CHITTAGONG BAY VIEW
T:+880 3| 619855 E:reservation.ctgi@radisson.com
radissonblu.com/hotel-chittagong

* Terms and conditions apply.



