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Biharis show India's way
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Bihar election has been dubbed by
many as a referendum of his govern-
ment.

Indian media both television
channels and newspapers have
therefore been carrying out post-
mortem of the battle's outcomes
since Sunday with determination of
the results.

Some Indian media in the last
two days listed a number of reasons
for the humiliating defeat of the BJP
and a stunning win for the Grand
Alliance-led by Nitish Kumar and
Lalu Prasad Yadav.

Their analyses have pointed out
BJP leaders’ communal and arro-
gant remarks they have made in the
run up to the elections.

The issue of intolerance has
dominated the national debate
during the five-phase elections in
Bihar. A large number of artists
writers and others have returned
their awards to protest against what
they called an "atmosphere of rising
intolerance” in the country, reports
The New Indian Express.

"Amid growing countrywide
concern over rising intolerance and
Hindu hardliners running amok,
Mr Modi and Mr Shah raised the
sensitive issue of cow slaughter and
consumption of beef- the cow is
regarded as sacred but polarizes the
opinion in Hindu-majority India,”
says BBCina report.

The way the BJP leadership had
campaigned it was clear that it tried
to overcome the caste configuration
of the Grand Alliance with Hindu
consolidation by invoking the beef
controversy.

BJP chief Amit Shah's remarks
firecrackers would be burst in
Pakistan if it were to lose in Bihar
were also part of the campaign to
gain Hindu majority.

ZEE News in a report says rela-
tively insignificant party leaders
have made a huge dent on BJP's
image by making series of contro-
versial statements. The party leader-
ship -- at least in public -- has been
reluctant to take action against such
leaders, it continues.

India TV in a report echoes the
same views of Zee news and says
intemperate language of some of
the B]JP leaders seems to have back-
fired.

For example, some media men-
tioned remarks of Union Minister
VK Singh's remarks he mad after
tragic death of two kids.

The children -- two-and-a-half-
year-old Vaibhav and 11-month-
old Divya -- had died after their
house was set on fire, allegedly by
members of an upper caste com-
munity at a village in Haryana near
Delhi at the fag end of October this
year. Their father, who sustained
burn injuries to save them, said
petrol was poured through the
window and the house was set on

fire.

Union Minister General VK
Singh said the government cannot
be held responsible for the murder
of the two Dalit children in
Haryana. And in an afterthought
that landed him in controversy,
added, "lf someone throws stones at
a dog, the government is not
responsible”.

His remarks sparked huge con-
troversy and protests. The opposi-
tion demanded his resignation and
registration of a case against him
under the SC/ST Act for allegedly
using “casteist” and “inhumane”
remarks.

Reports of Zee News and India TV
say RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat's
comment on the need of rethinking
over caste-based reservations was a
key issue during the election.

According to the New Indian
Express the polarization debate is
also said to have consolidated
minority votes in favour of Grand
Alliance.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
inability to rein in loud mouths in
the party and RSS and the national
debate on intolerance has also been
listed by Zee News as one of the
factors for the BJP's defeat.

Times of India in report listed 10
reasons for the Grand Alliance's
victory. One of the reasons point out
about trust deficit between Muslims
and the BJP. It says there are 15 per-
cent Muslims in Bihar and they were
always going to be a challenge for
the BJP.

"The division of Muslim votes
was a big plus for the BJP during the
2014 general elections. However,
the coming together of Lalu Prasad
and Nitish Kumar helped consoli-
date the Muslim vote and acted as a
force-multiplier in the assembly
elections. Moreover, incidents like
the Dadri lynching and other rows
over beef, may have further moti-
vated Muslims to vote against the
BIP," says Times of India.

Popularity of incumbent Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar, BJP's failure
to project a CM candidate and its
lack of leadership has also been
cited as reasons for the win and
defeat.

Zee News says the BJP's campaign
was centred around one man -
Narendra Modi. It may be the same
for the Mahagathbandhan as Nitish
Kumarwas clearly its face.

"But there was one big difference
-- Modi is Prime Minister and would
go back to Delhi after polls but
Nitish Kumar was the Chief
Minister and will continue to be in
Patna. The lack of a credible CM
candidate appears to have cost the
BJP dear," says Zee News.

In the electioneering the slogan
of the Grand Alliance "Bahari versus
Bihari” drew attention. The "out-
sider” campaign stuck, particularly
as it was just Modi and Amit Shah

whose hoardings were put up and
only as an afterthought were other
leaders given any space.

SETBACK FORMODI: US MEDIA
BJP's defeat by Nitish Kumar-led
coalition was widely reported by the
mainstream US media, most of
whom carried reports filed by news
agencies.

"India's ruling party accepts loss
in crucial state elections," The
Washington Post said in its head-
line,

The New York Times in its story
titled “Modi concedes party's defeat
in Assembly elections for key State
said the Prime Minister "suffered a
serious political setback" and it
deprives the B]P of a "vital location”
form which to spread its political
dominance into northeast India
including the large state of West
Bengal.

The Wall Street Journal felt BJP's
loss to rival Janata Dal (United) is a
"major blow" that could undermine
Modi's economic agenda.

"Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's party suffered a defeat in
pivotal state elections, a political
blow that could make it harder for
his government to move ahead with
its economic agenda," the financial
daily reported.

"Whether the bruising defeat will
prompt a change in the tone or tack
from the Modi administration,
beyond a possible cabinet reshutfle,
is the hotly debated question," the
popular National Public Radio said.
CHALLENGES AHEAD
The BJP needed a win in Bihar to
boost PM Modi's chances of build-
ing the parliamentary strength he
needs to push through key reforms.
The government is in a minority in
the Rajya Sabha, upper House of the
parliament, which is selected on the
basis of parties' strength in state
assemblies.

The Bihar loss has dashed the
BJP's hopes of increasing its tally in
Rajya Sabha, where the NDA has less
than 60 lawmakers in a House of
250. Bihar will send 10 lawmakers
to Rajya Sabha between 2016 and
2018, says NDT reports.

The loss is also expected to place
a question mark on PM Modi's
capability to lead the party in states
where the BJP faces structured
alliances. He was the face of the
NDA campaign and had addressed
nearly 30 rallies in Bihar, it contin-
ues.

The Bihar results will have
impact on the five crucial upcoming
state elections in West Bengal, Uttar
Pradesh, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and
Assam to be held in 2016,

BJP Parliamentary Board has
started analysing the reasons for the
defeat.

"We try to learn from every elec-
tion. Give us some time. We will
take corrective measures,” BJP
leader Ram Madhav said on Sunday.

KL defers new deal
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the next three years.

According to the draft of the
Government-to-Government Plus
(G2G Plus) Moll, Malaysia would
employ Bangladeshi workers in
construction, plantation, industries
and service sectors.

Currently,. it recruits
Bangladeshis only for plantation
sector under the G2G system. Some
10,000 were hired in the last two
years.

Following the declaration in
June, several Malaysian companies
allegedly lobbied the two govern-
ments to win contracts for manage-
ment and monitoring of the recruit-
ment system, according to media
reports.

There were complaints that rela-
tives of Malaysian ministers were
backing the companies. Malaysian
outsourcing firm Synerflux was
short-listed by Malaysian govern-
ment for processing workers’

recruitment.

However, Bangladesh
Association of International
Recruiting Agency (Baira) opposed
the move saying that Synerflux
would “monopolise” the recruit-
ment.

“We want that all the recruiting
agencies would be involved in the
recruitment,” Baira President Abul
Basher told The Daily Star.

Although the name of Synerflux
was not mentioned in the draft of
the G2G Plus deal, it stated that a
Malaysian outsourcing company
would manage the recruitment, said
ministry sources.

Migrant rights groups said there
were flaws in the existing labour
recruitment system which resulted
in labour abuses.

OTHER MEETING ISSUES

The cabinet yesterday also approved
the draft of the Local Government
(Municipality) (Amendment) Act-
2015. Under the proposed law, a

candidate, except for the independ-
ent contestants, will have to be
nominated by a political party for
contesting the municipality elec-
tions.

Cabinet Secretary Shafiul said an
amendment has been incorporated
in the law to replace the words "po-
litical party” with "registered politi-
cal party”.

The meeting gave the nod to the
draft of the Insurance Corporation
Act-2015.

About the trial in Rajon and
Rakib murder cases, Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina told the cabinet that
the sensational cases should be
disposed of promptly as delay in
trails deprived people of justice, said
meeting sources.

Two courts in Sylhet and Khulna
on Sunday handed down the death
penalty to six people for the brutal
killings of the teen boys. The inci-
dents sparked outrage all over the
country.
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statement, there had been a feud
between Ayub Ali of Kheruajani
village and the convicts of the
same village over land and family
affairs.

Following the conflict, the
convicts abducted Farhad, son
of Ayub, on May 4, 2010. Later,
they killed the boy and dumped
the body, wrapped in a poly-
thene bag, into a deep hole near
the house of Ayub, court sources
said.

Locals found the body on May
7, 2010 and informed the police.

On information, police recov-
ered the body and sent it to
Mymensingh Medical College
Hospital morgue for an autopsy.

On the day, victim's father Ayub
lodged a murder case with
Muktagacha Police Station.

After investigation, Sub-
Inspector Omar Ali, investigating
officer of the case, pressed charges
against the seven convicts.

After examining the witnesses
and evidence, Mohammad Johirul
Kabir, judge of additional district
and sessions judge's court-2, deliv-
ered the verdict.

Ayub, the plaintiff of the case,
expressed his satistaction with the
verdict as his son's killers got pun-
ishment.

592 more held
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Taskforces comprising members of
police, Armed Police Battalion,
Rapid Action Battalion, Border
Guard Bangladesh and Bangladesh
Coast Guard started the drive to
nab the suspected troublemakers,
police sources said.

The drive would continue until
further notice, said an official at
the police HQ, wishing not to be
named.

According to our correspon-
dents from Savar, Moulvibazar,
Jhenidah, Pirojpur, Mymensingh,
Kushtia and Chittagong, 82 more
people were captured yesterday.

Some 25 alleged BNP and
Jamaat men were held, and 10
cocktails and 150 yaba tablets were
recovered in separate drives from
Savar, Ashulia and Dhamrai, on
the outskirts of the capital.

Besides, police also raided the
houses of top BNP and Jamaat
leaders in the areas, but no one
was detained, reports our Savar
correspondent, quoting family
sources and police.

In Habiganj, some 10 people,
including six Jamaat-Shibir men,
were arrested at different places
in the district on charges of
“plotting subversive activities”,
adds our Moulvibazar correspon-
dent.

Six crude bombs and a good
number of books on jihad and
anti-government leaflets were also
seized from their possession,
according to Habiganj police.

Jhenidah police in separate raids
arrested 17 Jamaat-Shibir men
from the district's five upazilas.
According to police, they were
planning to conduct subversive
activities.

In Pirojpur, police held 23 BNP
and Jamaat men from different
areas in the district.

Detectives caught four youths
and recovered two pistols, a maga-
zine, eight bullets and a sharp
weapon from their possession after
raiding Akua area of Mymensingh
fownn.

Police also nabbed joint con-
vener of Kushtia district unit of
Jativatabadi Chhatra Dal Zakaria
Hossain, an accused in an arson
case filed in 2014, and recovered
firearms and bullets from his
house in Kushtia Sadar upazila.

Police also nabbed two people
along with a firearm and bullets
after searching a CNG-run auto-
rickshaw in Banshkhali upazila of
Chittagong.
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Robbers run bus

bus to Abdullahpur in Uttara so that they could get on
another bus from there,

Razzak said Rafique also got on the bus with them
and there were about eight people, including the driver,

“At one point, they [the robbers disguised as the driver
and passengers| closed the door and windows of the bus,
and tied our hands and legs and gagged us. Then they
started beating us up,” Razzak narrated.

"I requested them not to beat us and take everything we

He said the robbers continued to beat them despite
their repeated requests, and at one point, they took his
mobile phone and Tk 4,500 and threw them off the

Turag Police Station's Sub-Inspector Abdullah-al Jewel
told The Daily Star that a patrol team of their station found
the three beside a roadside bush.

SI Jewel said Momen was found “dead on the spot”
and his body was sent to Dhaka Medical College morgue

He said they were yet to identify the bus.

Bidhan Tripura, deputy commissioner (Uttara division)
of Dhaka Metropolitan Police, said there are three check-
points -- at Abdullahpur, Kamarpara and at Dour -- on the

“Too many vehicles ply the route and it is not possible to
check every vehicle,” he said.

Big win for Suu Kyi
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The keenly watched vote was Myanmar's
first general election since its long-ruling
military ceded power to President Thein
Sein's quasi-civilian government in 2011,
ushering in a period of reform and opening
up to foreign investment.

The NLD said its own tally of results
posted at polling stations around the coun-
try showed it was on track to win more than
70 percent of the seats being contested in
parliament, above the two-thirds threshold
it needs to form Myanmar's first democrati-
cally elected government since the early
1960s.

"They must accept the results, even
though they don't want to," NLD spokes-
man Win Htein told Reuters, adding that in
the populous central region, the Nobel
peace laureate's party looked set to take
more than 90 percent of seats.

Meanwhile, the US welcomed
Myanmar's election as a victory for the
Burmese people but said it would watch for
the democratic process to move forward
before making any adjustments to US sanc-
tions.

White House spokesman Josh Earnest
said the election process in Myanmar was
encouraging and "represents an important
step in Burma's democratic process.”

He cautioned there were still flaws in
Myanmar's political system and said it was
too soon to discuss any US policy changes.
JUBILATION
Traffic squeezed at a walking pace through
the jubilant crowd outside the NLD head-
quarters. Hundreds of people, many sport-
ing the party's colour of red and a peacock
logo, waved flags and cheered as results were
announced and projected onto a screen
hung from the building.

The election was a landmark in
Myanmar's unsteady journey to democracy
from the military dictatorship that made the
former Burma a pariah state for so long.

It is also a moment that Suu Kyi will
relish after spending years under house
arrest following Myanmar's 1990 election,
when the NLD won a landslide victory that
was ignored by the junta.

This time, the ruling party, which was
created by the former junta and is led by
retired military officers, as well as the chief

of the armed forces have pledged to respect
the result.

But although the election appears to have
dealt a decisive defeat to the USDP, a period
of uncertainty still looms because it is not
clear how Suu Kyi will share power easily
with the still-dominant military.

The junta-drafted constitution guaran-
tees one-quarter of parliament's seats to
unelected members of the military and
allows the commander-in-chief to nomi-
nate the head of three powerful minis-
tries: interior, defence and border secu-
rity.

The charter also gives the armed forces
the right to take over the government under
certain circumstances, and the military
maintains a grip on the economy through
holding companies.

BARRED FROM PRESIDENCY

Even if the NLD gets the majority it needs,
Suu Kyi is barred from taking the presidency
herself under the constitution, written by
the junta to preserve its power.

Suu Kyi has said she will be the power
behind the new president, regardless of a
charter she has derided as "very silly”.

Incomplete vote counts showed some of
the most powerful politicians of the USDP
trailing in their bids for parliamentary
seats.

Among the losers was USDP chief Htay
Oo, who told Reuters from the rural
Irrawaddy delta heartlands known as a
bastion of support for his party that he was
"surprised"” by his own defeat.

Voting in the historic election was for the
most part trouble-free, despite religious
tensions fanned by Buddhist nationalists
whose actions intimidated Myanmar's
Muslim minority in the run-up to the poll.

But the NLD cried foul yesterday over
advance votes that could boost the chances
of a senior member of the ruling party.

In an official complaint, it said it was
"illogical" that the USDP could win 90
percent of advance votes -- made by those
unable to vote on election day -- in Lashio, a
township in the east of the country with a
large military presence.

Its complaint followed concerns that
some observers had not been given permis-
sion to monitor voting in military installa-
tions.
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