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FAHMIM FERDOUS

.' uring a recent trip to Xr an (ln

. Shaanxi province) c

| from China Daily, the cﬂuntry s

leading Engilsh newspaper= | came

across something | never before

associated with China -- Giant mountains.
The anticipation to the mountains was

built up right at the official beginning of

the trip, at the reception banquet. A snow-

capped mountain (constriicted of cream
‘made with egg whites) sat on the dinner
table, with small fried scorpions placed all
over lt. As exmtrng as mu nchlng on thE
scorpions was, it set the-tone for the trip in
away.

The fitst mountain we visited was
Mount Taibai, its highest peak, the Baxian
tower rising to 12,300ft to claim bragging
rightsas the tal Iest mountain in Eastern

China. But it's not jist for numbers that

Mount Taibai stands out. The four seasons
of China (Spring, Summer, Autumn and
Winter) can all be: Expenenced on the

ascent to the mountain; as the climate
cchanges withyits elevatlan. At the base it
did felt pleasant:and windy. It wasa little

hard to imagine that in.about an hour we

would need bulky winter coats, which
none of us carried and had to rent from:a

ssmall shop before beginning our ascent. A

minibus took us to our first stop through a

winding but smooth road, to a small
stream coming from a waterfall A giant
carving of a Buddhist deity (possibly the
bodhisattva Manjushri) stood on a wall of

the mountain, uverlﬂul-:mg the stream, and
the climate started to feel a little more:

warm and humid.

A little further down the road, and

surprise; surprise! Fallen leaves were on

the ground aplenty, the sunlight dtmmer,

-and the-weather significantly cooler. It is
at that part of the mountain that there are
afew sma[l Buddhist temples, with tree
‘branches and bridges adorned in
ritualistic red laces.

The colossal size of the mountain

began to emerge as we boarded the cable
cars that would take us to-a peak at about
11,800ft. Even thrﬂugh the glass walls the
-_r;ﬂld began to seep in, as we approached
sub-zero temperatures, looking below to
snaking frozen streams between fir trees.

Although it was sunny at the peak and we

didn't get to play with any snow, the view

to the distance was simultarieously
calming and breathtaking.
The next day we started off on another

long bus j journey to Mount Hua. One of
__Chma s fwe great mﬂuntaj ns, It 15, onone

on the uther; one nf the mt}ﬁt pertlnm
mountains of China, with its steep, bare

cliffs. The landscape is strikingly different
from the Mount Taibai, with almost-

wertical walls mostly bare of greenery. The

steepness of the mountain, despite bemg

not the tallest at about 7000ft at its highest

peak, makes it a more thrilling climb even
on'the cable car. The final climb from the

cable car to the peak is through narrow,

upright stairs, with'the handrails covered

:.IT‘I locks placed by lovers as'a srgn of
undying commitment. The peak is more

bustling with tourists, and unlike the
serenity of Taibai, a'sense of wonderand
adventure fills the air. Many people hike

upthe mountain; and there are'even
‘accommodations available for staying a

night, but unfortunately we did not have

that luxtiry.

DOUBLETHINK MEANS THE POWER OF
HOLDING TWO CONTRADICTORY BELIEFS
IN ONE'S MIND SIMULTANEOUSLY

AND ACCEPTING BOTH OF THEM.))
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STARDIARY

DISILLUSION

his year, my beloved younger sister has obtained GPA-5.00 in her HSC exam. As

this year the number of GPA=5.00 holders is not satisfactory, | felt very proud of

her.. But now; ' when | look at her eye, | feel bad. She has assumed that she will riot
be able to get a chance in Dhaka University for what she dreamt for a long time. Now-
a-days, students are desperately hankering for question papers before the admission test,
but she will not make herself one of them. Question papers will be available at 9.00 pm
at the night before the admission test, half the amount .of money accﬂrding to the:
contract must be paid then, and the rest of the amount will have be paid after the exam!
The guardians are spending fi five to ten lac takas for the 'deal't | tell her, “Read
attentively, you can get your seat by your autstandmg performances, like the
intermediate.” But with a very disheartening voice, she replied, “80 percent marks was:
regarded as A+ before, but when a student get 100 MCQ the night before the admission
test; how can I'compete with him/her? Just think once”. I had onthing to say her. This is
just a disillusion for the helpless students. They are really helpless and there is no.one to
preserve their dream. We heard that the authmnﬂe& are-working on this issue, but what
is the result? Everyth ing is unchanged till now:
Mukhtar Ibn Rafique
Jatrabari, Dhaka'

Everyﬂne t;:ame W|th big ﬂashy gifts and favmuntes frc:m the:r own r:htldhﬂﬂd Only

a few people presented him story books and colour pencils. While mwtlngl asked
people not to bring any gifts, as it adds an extra pressure on the guests. On the other
hand, we too are having hard time accommodating every piece of gift in‘our small
house. | asked one of my colleagues regarding what could be done. She gave' me an

amazing idea. As an obsessive reader she always prefers giving books to kids. She

believes it helps her to pick the gift quickly and at a reasonable price. Also after reading
the books, the kids can always exchange them with their friends. We parents too love

getting books as presents. | don't want to seem:ungrateful, but | believe books are the

best presents anyone could.
Sirajum Munira:
Bashundhara Residential Area, Dhaka




