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'Boro Bhai' offered Tk 5 lakh
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“Shooter” Rubel and Minhazul Arifin
Russell alias “Bhagne” Russell.

They were arrested on October 25
along with Shakhawat Hossian alias
Sharif whose motorbike was used for
killing Tavella, said police.

All four arrestees gave confessional
statements under section 164 of the
Criminal Procedure Code. Of them,
only Sharif did not admit to his
involvement in the murder,

On Wednesday, the Detective
Branch of police arrested Matin at
Benapole border while he was trying to
leave the country:.

Earlier, Home Minister
Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal had told
The Daily Star and several other media
outlets that Matin's elder brother MA
Quayum, Dhaka city BNP joint con-
vener and former BNP-backed ward
commissioner, is the “Boro Bhai". He,
however, retracted his statement the
following day.

“CHAKKI” RUSSELL'S STATEMENT

The arrestee said he knew Matin, a
contractor, since 2001, and worked for
him.

Matin called him several days
before the September 28 incident and
told him that he would haveto do ajob
for him.

When Russell met Matin, he asked

him to shoot and injure any foreigner
in Gulshan area, not to kill.

Matin offered him Tk 5 lakh for the
job and gave him Tk 50,000 in

advance. He also assured Russell of
paying the rest of the amount once the
job is done.

“Chakki” Russell then hired
“Shooter” Rubel and “Bhagne” Russell
for executing the plot. He gave
“Bhagne” Russell Tk 10,000 and spent
the rest of the money.

“Bhagne” Russell forcibly took a

motorbike from Sharif for carrying out
“the mission”,

On September 28, “"Chakki” Russell
along with “Shooter” Rubel and
“Bhagne” Russell went to the capital's
Gulshan diplomatic zone, and
“Shooter” Rubel fired four shots at
Tavella, leaving the Italian national
dead.

The trio then demanded the rest of
the amount from Matin, but he didn't
give them any money.

Metropolitan Magistrate Shahriar
Mahmud Adnan recorded "Chakki”
Russell's statement and then sent him
to Dhaka Central Jail.

The same court also placed Matin on
an eight-day remand yesterday in
connection with the Tavella murder.
FAMILY CLAIMS MATIN'S
INNOCENCE

Matin's wife Dilruba said police were
lying that they detained her husband at
Benapole.

“On October 20, plain-clothes
detectives arrested my husband
from our house compound when
he was going to a nearby mosque
for Esha prayers,” she told The

Daily Star yesterday.

Asked whether she had evidence to
support her claim, Dilruba said,
“There are several shops adjacent to my
house. A number of shopkeepers and
locals, who were present at that time,
will tell you the truth.”

“You can ask any shopkeeper if you
don't believe my words.”

Quoting locals, Dilruba said they
told her that Matin was forced into a
white microbus around 7:45pm on
that day.

Matin is deputy managing director
of Navid Wool Wear, a garment factory
owned by his brother Quayum.

“Locals know how my husband was
picked up. But police are cooking up a
story that he was detained from
Benapole while leaving the country.”

Dilruba said she went to Badda
Police Station to file a general diary
(GD) the day after her husband was
picked up. But the policemen there
discouraged her from filing a GD and
asked her to search for her husband.

She finally managed to lodge a GD
with the police station on October 27.

Talking to The Daily Star over the
phone on October 27, Quayum said,
“After detectives picked up my younger
brother [Matin|, and the home minis-
ter said in a statement that a big
brother hired and financed hitmen to
kill the Italian citizen, I feared that the
government was going to implicate me
in the matter to tarnish my image and
that of the BNP.”

Three killed in 'shootouts'
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Apurbo Hasan, officer-in-charge of
Benapole Port Police Station.

Sensing danger, the criminals
opened fire. Law enforcers then fired
back. Elias was hit by a bullet and died
on the spot while his associates fled the
scene, the OC said.

The police later recovered two
foreign-made pistols and a motorcycle
from the spot.

Sub-inspector Monir Hossain and
two constables of the police station
suffered bullet injuries during the
firing, police sources said.

Police also claimed that Elias was
arrested on Tuesday night along
with a foreign-made pistol, two
magazines and one bullet while he
was trading in arms in Benapole
Bus Stand area. He escaped in hand-
cuffs from police custody at
Kagajpukur when he was being
taken to the district court from the
police station in a police van the
day after, the OC said.

At Alipur of Rajbari, an outlaw was
killed in a “gunfight” between the
Detective Branch of police and his
cohorts early yesterday.

The deceased, Sahinur Rahman, 39,

of Khankhanapur in sadar upazila, was
a top leader of outlawed Maoist
Bolshevik Organisation Movement
(MBOM), police said.

Sahinur was accused in 13 cases,
including eight for murder, extortion
and robbery, filed with different police
stations in the district, reports our
Kushtia correspondent quoting police
sOurces.

A team arrested Sahinur from a
hideout in Alipur on Wednesday
based on information extracted from
MBOM regional leader of the district
Akram Hossain arrested two days
before with firearms and ammuni-
tions, said Sub-Inspector Kamal
Hossain of Rajbari DB.

As per his statement, the DB team
took Sahinur to Alipur to recover
firearms. Sahinur's cohorts opened fire
on the police after they recovered a
shutter gun, one pistol and one
revolver from the area, the SI said.

Policemen then retaliated and
Sahinur came in the line of fire as he
tried to flee. He was rushed to Rajbari
Sadar Hospital where doctors declared
him dead.

DB official added that Sahinur was a
top cadre of outlawed Gono Mukti

Fouz but he joined MBOM years ago.

According to police, the victim
hurled bombs at police in Goalondo
Ghat area in February 2013.

In another similar incident in
Tongibari upazila of Munshiganj, a
fugitive was killed and three police-
men were reported to have been
injured.

The deceased, Pichi Sentu, 35, of
West Sonarong village, was accused in
six cases, reports our district corre-
spondent quoting police.

The injured police personnel --
Inspector of Tongibari Police Station
Jasim Uddin and constables Delwar
Hossain and Mizanur Rahman -- were
undergoing treatment at Munshiganj
Sadar Hospital, said Alamgir
Hossain, officer-in-charge of the
police station.

Law enforcers claimed that Sentu
had been taken to Tongibari to recover
firearms based on information given
by him after his arrest on Wednesday
night.

There a gunfight took place in a
similar fashion, as claimed by police,
which led to the death of Sentu.

The body was sent to Munshiganj
Sadar Hospital for autopsy.
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Bomb likely
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reached no final conclusions about
the crash.

Asked if he thought Islamic State
was responsible, Foreign Secretary
Philip Hammond said: "ISIL-Sinai

have claimed responsibility for bring-

ing down the Russian aircraft, they
did that straight away after the crash.

"We've looked at the whole infor-
mation picture, including that claim,
but of course lots of other bits of
information as well, and concluded
that there is a significant possibility,”
he said on Sky television.

Britain, Ireland, Germany and the
Netherlands have suspended flights

to and from Sharm al-Sheikh, leaving

thousands of European tourists
stranded in the Red Sea resort where
the doomed airliner originated.

Hammond said Britain was plan-
ning emergency measures to repatri-
ate holidaymakers from the tourist
hub starting from today. There are an
estimated 20,000 Britons currently at
the Red Sea resort.

Dmitry Peskov, a spokesman for
President Vladimir Putin, said

Russian planes were still flying to and

from Sharm al-Sheikh.

And Kremlin dismissed the idea of

bomb behind the crash as "specula-
tion”.

Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh
Shoukry told CNN television it was
"somewhat premature” to reach
conclusions and suspend flights.

But Hammond said Shoukry "has-
n't seen all the information that we
have".

The Islamic State jihadist group
Wednesday claimed it caused the
crash and said it would reveal how at
a time of its choosing. Egypt dis-

missed a similar claim of responsibil-

ity for the crash by Islamic State on
Saturday.

The Russian jet was flying at alti-
tude of 30,000 feet (9,150 metres)
when it lost contact with authorities,
23 minutes after take-oft.

Experts say the fact that debris and

bodies were strewn over a wide area
points indicated the aircraft disinte-
grated in mid-air, meaning the crash

was likely caused by either a technical

fault or a bomb on board.

If confirmed, it would be the first
time Islamic State, which controls
large areas of Syria and Iraqg, has
bombed a passenger plane.

The IS affiliate in Egypt is waging a
bloody insurgency in north Sinai that

has killed hundreds of policemen
and soldiers.

[slamic State has called for war
against both Russia and the United
States in response to their air strikes
in Syria.

Security experts and investigators
have said the plane is unlikely to
have been struck from the outside
and Sinai-based militants are not
believed to possess the technology to
shoot down a jet cruising above
30,000 feet.
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a bumpy brick road through the
forest. After going 6km into it, you
will find a small pond named
Gorgora Lake. The brick road threads
through the forest further west to the
Garo villages.

If you are planning for a day's
trekking in the forest, your back-
pack should be very light and you
should carry some food, a water
bottle, insect repellant, an umbrella
and binoculars. Several dirt roads
have branched off the central brick
road. You can take any of the dirt
roads and trek through the forest.
When a dirt road forks, you take the
most traveled one. That will keep your
return journey easier. You are unlikely
to meet another trekker to find your
way back.

The forest is safe. There are no
large mammals, nearly no snakes.
The biggest animal that can attack
you here is the leech. They appear
only in the monsoon and not in
clusters. Mosquitoes will land on
you if you rest too long in shade.
Your insect repellant will keep both,
leeches and mosquitoes, at bay.

The biggest mammals you will see
are Rhesus Macaque and Capped
Languor. The forest is actually
young; 90% of it is formed by 10-15
year old Sal trees, not very attractive
to the monkeys. Look up the older
Ficus trees (mostly Ficus religiosa) to
spot the monkey families.

The largest reptile you will come
across there is the Monitor Lizard.
The old ones can be very large and
remind you of Komodo Dragon.
Every encounter with the Lizard,
however close, is safe. The Lizard
will be far more scared than you and
scramble off clumsily for cover.

A walk in Madhupur forest

Encounters with mammals and
reptiles will be few and far between in
Madhupur Forest. Bird is the wildlife
that will keep you entertained the
whole day. White-rumped Shama, the
most accomplished soprano of
Madhupur, will sing sweetly for you
everywhere if you move quietly. The
loud contralto of the Lineated Barbet
will continue to reverberate through the
forest. In summer, the cuckoos and the
drongos will join this enchanting
orchestra of the forest. The crickets and
cicadas, you wish, were less insistent on
finishing their high-pitched orchestra.

Sights of the avian world of
Madhupur are as pleasing as its
sound. It is a pleasure to watch
troops of Velvet-fronted Nuthatches
crawl up and down the large wooly
trunks of old trees. They are often
accompanied by colourful groups
of Small Minivets chirping cheerily
and looking for food in the leaves. It
is wonderful to be startled by the
Black-naped Monarchs darting past
you like little blue arrows. More
memorable is the undulating flights
of Paradise Flycatchers with their long
tails fluttering over the undergrowth.
Elaborate shows of unusual tails
continue above you in the canopy
where the Spangled Drongos and the
Racket-tailed Drongos defend their
territories. If you are lucky you may
see Changeable Hawk-Eagle perching
on a tall tree.

You may start your return journey
by 6:00pm. That ride is unlikely to
be as pleasant as your morning ride
to Madhupur. But by then you will
have the pleasant memory of your
day's walk in the forest to fight the
tedium of the travel back to the
crowd of the capital.
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The BFI says the re-discovery of the
"long-lost" six-minute film in its
archive is a "joyful treat”.

Other Oswald films survive but
Sleigh Bells has been unseen since its
original release.

Oswald the Lucky Rabbit was
invented by Walt Disney and Ub
Iwerks for Universal in 1927 before
they went on to create Mickey
Mouse.

The only surviving print of Sleigh
Bells was preserved in the BFI National
Archive and was "re-discovered" by a
researcher browsing its online cata-
logue.

The restoration work was carried
out by Walt Disney Animation Studios
and the new print will be shown at BFI
Southbank on 12 December as part of
a programme of Disney Christmas
shorts.

Lost Disney cartoon back

"What a joyful treat to discover a
long-lost Walt Disney film in the BFI
National Archive and to be able to
show Sleigh Bells to a whole new
audience 87 years after it was made,"
said Robin Baker, head curator at the
BFI National Archive.

"The restoration of this film will
introduce many audiences to Disney's
work in the silent period - it clearly
demonstrates the vitality and imagina-
tion of his animation at a key point in
his early career.”

Andrew Millstein, president of Walt
Disney Animation Studios, which
oversaw the restoration, said the
Oswald shorts were an important part
of Disney history.

"We have been working with film
archives and private collectors all
around the world to research the
missing titles."

Khaleda for
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create an environment for a national
dialogue, stepping away from its
authoritarian attitude,” she said in a
press release signed by the party's
acting spokesperson Asaduzzaman
Ripon.

The BNP chief expressed hope that
good sense would prevail among those
in the government.

She said the country is in a deep
crisis at the moment. “No one is
feeling safe in or outside theirhome.

“Common people are not safe here
now. Even two law enforcers were
killed in a span of 13 days.”

The former premier said her party
has often called for a national unity
and an all-party meeting as a step
towards solving the crisis.

“I've repeatedly called for a national
dialogue with sincerity
Unfortunately, it's true that the govern-
ment is yet to pay heed to our
demand,” Khaleda said, blaming the

national dialogue

current government for the crisis.

The BNP chief also stressed the need
for a national consensus on some
fundamental issues like returning
people's right to vote, letting the media
work independently, encouraging all
to work with conscience in all stages of
the judiciary, not preventing law
enforcement agencies from working
independently, depoliticising the
administration and letting it work
independently, reconstituting the
Election Commission with impartial
people in it and releasing all political
prisoners and withdrawal of cases
against them.

Terming the BNP a democratic
party, Khaleda said her party does not
support any sort of extremism and its
stance against all forms of violence is
very clear.

KHALEDA'S RETURN
PONED'

Khaleda yesterday once again post-
poned her return from London, which

'POST-

she had planned for November 10, a
source close to the BNP chief said.

With this, she postponed the date of
her departure from London seven
times.

Earlier, Khaleda was scheduled to
return home on October 7. Later, she
postponed the date to October 18, 21,
27, and November 3, 7 and 10.

Party sources in London and Dhaka
and in the BNP chief's family said she
might not come back home before
November 17, the day when the
Appellate Division of the Supreme
Court would deliver verdict on the
appeal of war criminal Salauddin
Quader Chowdhury:.

Wishing anonymity, a source said
one of the reasons for her extending
the stay in London could be that
she was trying to lobby with the BJP
government in India from there to
create pressure on the Awami
League government for holding elec-

3 suspects
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jointly carried out the attack on
that day.

In the early hours of October 24,
three improvised explosive devices
(IED) were hurled at a gathering
before the traditional Tazia proces-
sion was to be brought out to mark
the holy Ashura.

In the attack, 14-year-old Sajjad
Hossain Sanju, a Sunni, was killed
and scores were injured. Of the
injured, Jamal Uddin, 55, also a
Sunni, died at Dhaka Medical
College Hospital five days later.

The attack on Shia community was
carried out two days after assistant
sub-inspector Ibrahim Mollah was
stabbed to death at a checkpoint in
the city's Gabtali area.

Top police officials earlier said the
killers of ASI Ibrahim and attackers at
Hossaini Dalan belonged to the same
group.

“Though it is found that Shibir men
killed Ibrahim, we found evidence of
militants' link to the Hossaini Dalan
bomb explosions,” said a police
officer, wishing anonymity.

Detectives said they were trying to
locate the whereabouts of the sus-
pects and arrest them.

Syrian govt 'profits from
enforced disappearances'

BBC ONLINE

Syria's government has been accused
of profiting from a black market in
which people pay huge sums to find
relatives who have been detained or
abducted.

Amnesty International said officials
and prison staff were benefiting from
bribes paid to middlemen or brokers.
One rights activist said such bribes had
become "a big part of the economy”".

As many as 65,000 people have been
detained since 2011 in a campaign of
enforced disappearances that Amnesty
considers a crime against humanity.,

The human rights group says those
taken are usually held in overcrowded
detention cells in appalling condi-
tions and cut off from the outside
world. Many die as a result of ram-
pant disease, torture and extrajudicial
execution, itadds.

Those forcibly disappeared include
peaceful opponents of President Bashar
al-Assad such as demonstrators, human
rights activists, journalists, doctors and

humanitarian workers.

Others have been targeted because
they are believed to be disloyal to the
government or because their relatives
are wanted by the authorities.

In one case, Rania al-Abbasi, a
dentist, was arrested in 2013 along
with her six children aged between two
and 14 vyears old, a day after her
husband was seized during a raid on
their home.

The entire family has not been heard
of since. It is believed they may have
been targeted for providing humanitar-
ian assistance to local families.

Amnesty said that the campaign of
enforced disappearances had become
so entrenched that people desperate to
find out the whereabouts of their loved
ones, or whether they were even still
alive, were willing to pay bribes rang-
ing from hundreds to tens of thou-
sands of dollars to middlemen or
brokers.

A lawyer from Damascus told
Amnesty that the bribes were "a cash

cow for the regime... a source of
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