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1THE STORY OF TEEN TEKKA

ARMAN R. KHAN

Teen Tekka is a radio show on Colours FM101.6 for the
teenagers of Bangladesh. It is the first of its kind and airs
every Tuesday night at 11 PM.

Nazim Farhan Chowdhury, CEO of Colours FM, had
long wanted to air a show for teenagers. He contacted
Osama Bin Noor, who went on to become one of the
hosts of Teen Tekka, and they decided to turn the idea
into a reality. Soon, three others were recruited -
Abdullah Al Wasif, Kazi Samira and Prama Pratim. Under
the supervision of producer of the show and seasoned R]
Tasnim Noorin Brotee, the four hosts started practising,
and finally went on air with Teen Tekka on April 21,

2015.

“Teenagers are scared to express their feelings,” Samira
said. “So it is high time we give our young ones a comfort
zone where they can share their ideas, problems and
feelings.”

The motive of Teen Tekka is to show teenagers that
they are not alone. Whenever a listener is going through a
personal issue that they cannot tackle, they are encour-
aged to write to the show and share it with others. The
four hosts then discuss how each of them would handle
the aforementioned problem based on their own experi-
ences. Not only that, they encourage fellow listeners to
share their opinions, thus providing a number of solu-
tions to one particular problem.

“The pilot episode was a huge success. The response
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Founded in 2004, University of Liberal Arts
Bangladesh (ULAB), a top-tier private university in
Bangladesh, celebrated its 11th founding anniversary
on October 28, 2015 at its Campus A in Dhanmondi,
Dhaka. The inauguration of the event took place with
a video of ULAB's notable achievements so far, fol-
lowed by ULAB Emeritus Professor Rafiqul Islam's
welcome speech. Barrister Sheikh Fazle Noor Taposh,
MP, chief guest at the event, then gave his speech.
Professor Imran Rahman, Vice Chancellor of ULAB,
presented the members of faculty and administration
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we got exceeded our own expectations. Messages started
flooding in from our teenage listeners,” said Osama.
“That showed how badly the teenagers needed a guide-
line, and we tried to provide just that.”

“We want to give teenagers a positive vibe with a posi-
tive approach rather than giving them sage advice,” Wasif
said. “We tell them what we'd do in their shoes, proving
to the troubled teenagers that their worries can in fact be

overcome,”

Crediting to its popularity amongst teenagers, Teen
Tekka opened a Facebook community to interact with the
listeners throughout the week. The community gives the
hosts an insight on what the teenagers of our country
want to talk about. The page also gives an opportunity
for teenagers to seek advice from the hosts through pri-
vate messaging without revealing their problems to the
entire world.

Every episode of Teen Tekka is based on an issue that
usually bothers teenagers. Discussions are held alongside
the experience sharing. So far, the team of Teen Tekka has
covered some serious topics such as cyber bullying, exam
results, abuse, etc. But the subjects aren't restricted to
serious topics, and includes light-hearted themes like
teenage crush.

Growing up 1s not easy, and teenagers have to learn it
the hard way. Stuck somewhere between childhood and
adulthood, teenagers face a hundred different problems.
Teen Tekka helps these youngsters understand that they
aren't alone in this, and that they shouldn't get frustrated
with life. In the poetic words of Prama, “Life is perfect in
all its imperfect ways. Stay positive.”

For more info on Teen Tekka, check out their Facebook
community at facebook.com/TeenTekka101.6

Arman R. Khan is a caffeine addict, a dreamer and a culture

enthusiast who takes life one day at a time. Correspond with
him at fb.com/arman.r.khan or tweet @ArmanRK
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with the Vice Chancellor's Award of Excellence.

The faculty members were awarded on fulfillment
of five standards: involving engagement in learning
and teaching, engagement in research, community
engagement, service to students, and service to the
university community. The members of administra-
tion were awarded for fulfilling three criteria includ-
ing support for learning and teaching activities, ser-
vice to students, and commitment to the ULAB
vision.

In his keynote speech, Barrister Sheikh Fazle Noor
Taposh said, “Everything starts with a dream. A dream
of harvesting highly educated Bangladeshi citizens

through providing quality higher education is what
started ULAB. I would like to congratulate the ULAB
authorities, faculty, and especially the students who
brought ULAB a long way since they started. ULAB
has the spirit, the logistics, infrastructure, the faculty,
and the students to make it among the top ranked
universities in the world in the long run. I believe
they will go the distance in future.”

As part of the programme, the chief guest and the
ULAB authorities including Dr. Kazi Anis Ahmed,
Vice President of ULAB's Board of Trustees, joined the
celebration by cutting a cake. The programme con-
cluded with a vote of thanks by the Vice Chancellor.



