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BRITISH COUNCIL'S LATEST ENDEAVOUR

Towards Education and Employment in Bangladesh

AZMAN ANJU KHAN CHOWDHURY

Achieving our vision of Bangladesh as an
advanced nation depends on creating an
efficient delivery system for skills training
and education. Keeping this in mind, the
British Council, in partnership with the
National Skills Development Council
Secretariat, hosted a symposium on 'Ac-
cess Points & Progression Pathways -
Routes to success in Education,
Employment & Skills' at the British
Council Auditorium in Dhaka on October
19 and 20, 2015.

The event commenced with a presenta-
tion highlighting the key findings of a
recent research on 'Next Generation
Bangladesh — Voices, Aspirations and
Perspectives of the Youths'. The topics of
the panel discussion encompassed the
importance of quality education and
adequate training for teachers along with
employability, skills development, voca-
tional training and more.

In his welcoming speech, Adrian Greer,
Chief Operating Officer at British Council
said, “The British Council is working with
the governments of Bangladesh and other

BUILDING A BETTER FUTURE

countries in the region to develop and
provide the young people with the neces-
sary skills so that they can play an effec-
tive, crucial role in making their countries
and the world a better place.”

Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid
also attended the event. He said, “The
outcome of the Global Education
Dialogue conference by the British
Council will contribute to the develop-
ment of favourable policies and skills
development systems in Bangladesh that

could facilitate enhanced employment
and educational opportunities for the
youth. The recommendations are aligned
with the Sustainable Development Goal
and the priorities of the Bangladesh
Government.”

Other distinguished guests were Robert
W Gibson CMG, British High
Commissioner to Bangladesh; Salauddin
Kasem Khan, President, Bangladesh
Employers' Federation and Managing
Director, A.K. Khan and Co. Ltd.; and

A.B.M. Khorshed Alam, CEO (Additional
Secretary), National Skills Development
Council Secretariat of Bangladesh.

The final day of this conference paid
attention to the relationship involving the
policymakers, academia, employer engage-
ment, and modular qualifications. The
event wrapped up with a summation of
overall discussions and recommendations
for improvements. The symposium was
the first of its kind in Bangladesh, and is
part of British Council's consistent
attempts in contributing to the country's
education and employment sector.

This Global Education Dialogue was
designed to get influencers and fundamen-
tal policymakers to discuss how to ensure
that young people today can avail the best
of education opportunities and be a part of
Bangladesh's workforce tomorrow.

Azman Anju Khan Chowdhury is the founder
of Durnibar Foundation, a youth-based non-
profit organisation. He loves to spread smiles
across the faces of those who are ignored by
society. Follow his explorations on Facebook at

www, facebook.com
JAzman.Anju.Khan. Chowdhury

"CIVILFEST" at North South University

KAZI AKIB BIN ASAD

The young Department of Civil and
Environmental Engineering (CEED) at
North South University celebrated two
successful academic years on October 27,
2015, by hosting “CIVILFEST” at the uni-
versity's Bashundhara campus. The event
was a celebration of eminent engineers
and to-be engineers of the country.

“CIVILFEST" - a festival of civil engi-
neering, took time in the making. Students
of the department joined hand in hand
with the faculty members to launch what
proved to be one of the largest engineering
festivals among universities. |

The daylong programme consisted of
various segments and sessions; each was
related to engineering, environment and
the sharing of knowledge for the better-
ment of the society, The day began with an
inaugural ceremony graced by the presence
of distinguished civil engineer, Professor
Dr. Jamilur Reza Choudhury, VC,
University of Asia Pacific, who was the
chief guest. The other guests were Major
General Abu Syeed M. Masud, Chief
Coordinator of Padma Bridge Project;
Professor Dr. Feroze Ahmed, VC, Stamford
University; the guest of honour, Benajir
Ahmed, Member, BOT, NSU. The session
was chaired by Professor Dr. Gour Gobinda
Goswami, VC (In-Charge), NSU and the
welcome speech was delivered by Professor
Dr. Javed Bari, Chair, CEED, NSU.,

A special address was delivered by the
Dean, School of Engineering and Physical
Sciences, Professor Dr. Md. Sirajul Islam,
who was the founding chairman of CEED

and played a pioneering role in its initiation
and establishment in the summer of 2013.
The Technical Session followed till
noon, where Rehana Rahman, Member,
BOT, NSU was the chief guest. This ses-
sion featured informational and inspira-
tional presentations about civil engineer-
ing topics by the aforementioned guests.
The whole campus on that day was alive
to the many different facades of the civil
engineering field. The organisers set out to

show the guests and prospective engineers
the quality of education at CEED and its
many facilities and the viewers were
impressed with what they saw.

The most intriguing parts of the event
began after a short lunch break with the
Breakout Sessions, featuring a photo exhibi-
tion by university students, science
Olympiad by school and college students,
case study analysis by university students,

and a poster and project presentation by
students of all levels. The segments took
place at different venues across the campus,
so students and invited guests witnessing
them were aplenty. Students from SEX Green
Herald, South Breeze School, and teams
from NSU, AUST, BUET and SUST presented
innovative ideas on how to develop a sus-
tainable infrastructure for Bangladesh.
Minister for Housing and Public
Works, Engineer Mosharraf Hossain was

the chief guest and M.A. Kashem,
Chairman, BOT, NSU was the guest of
honour at the closing ceremony. Engineer
Md. Kabir Ahmed Bhuiyan, President of
IEB and Chief Engineer of PWD; Major
General Md. Abdul Quadir,
Commandant, Military Institute of

Technology; Professor Dr. A.M.M.

Safiullah, VC, AUST and Professor Dr.
Ainun Nishat, Professor Emeritus of the

Centre for Climate Change and
Environmental Research & Ex-VC, BRAC
University was also present.

The event concluded with a cultural
performance by the students of CEED,
The true joy of successfully hosting an
auspicious event was clearly audible in
the cheers of the crowd. In the end, Artcell
rocked the campus and brought the cur-
tains down on the programme.

“CIVILFEST" was sponsored by BSRM,

PMG, Amin Jewellers and Adex Group.
SHOUT was the English print media
partner of the event.

Kazi Akib Bin Asad is a man of many talents
most of which are publicly known but what
you won't hear about is his career in ping
pong activities. He has many awards in ping
pong activities. Mail Kazi Akib Bin Asad your
ping pong at akib.asad @gmail.com



