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Students form a human chain in front of Dinajpur Press Club yesterday condemning the
brutal killing of publisher Faisal Arefin Dipan and attempt on the life of three others in the

capital on Saturday.

Five held with arms, ammo
in Patuakhali, Benapole

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Law enforcers in separate
drives arrested five people
with arms and ammunition
in Patuakhali district and
Benapole of Jessore early
yesterday and on Monday
night, reports our corre-
spondents.

In Patuakhali, police
raided different areas of the
town and arrested four
people, including a leader of
a robber gang and seized a
foreign made pistol, arifle, a
magazine and three bullets
from their possession,

The arrestees are, robber
leader Alam Mir, 53, of
Auliapur village, advocate
Mazharul Islam alias Rinku,
33, of College Road area in
the town, Shafique, 30, of
Kalatala and Farid, 30, of
Adalatpara areas in the
town.

SM Tariqul Islam, officer-
in-charge of Patuakhali
Police Station said, on secret

information, police raided
Keramat Bridge area in
Sadar upazila around
2:00am and detained the
four along with a rifle and
three bullets.

Shafiq bought the pistol
from Alam for Tk 50,000.
He later sold the firearms to
Rinku at Tk 22,000, the OC
said.

On the basis of his con-
fessional statement, police
later arrested Farid and
seized the pistol from his
house.

Police said Alam is an
accused in a number of cases
filed with different police
stations of the district.

In Benapole, police
arrested Mostafizur
Rahman, 30, of Ghiba vil-
lage along with a foreign-
made pistol, one magazine
and a bullet from Boalia
Bazar on Monday night.

Sub-inspector Firoz
LIddin of Benapole Port
Police Station said a police

team, acting on a tip-off,
raided the area around
10:30pm and arrested
Mostafizur along the arms
and ammunition.

A case was filed with the
police station in this con-
nection.

Meanwhile our
Thakurgaon correspondent
reported that a team of the
Detective Branch (DB) of
police arrested a local drug
trader at Dogachi village in
Baliadangi upazila of the
district early yesterday.

The detainee is Kuleshwar,
30, son of Dol Mohon of the
village. Police also seized 100
bottles of phensidyl from his
possession.

Detectives, acting on tip-
off, conducted a drive at the
village and arrested
Kuleshwar. On the basis of
his statement, law enforcers
seized the contraband
Indian drug from a mango
orchard at the village at
around 3:00am.
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Save free voice

FROM PAGE 1
LIN panel in New York on
Monday.

[slamist terrorists are kill-
ing liberal writers, journalists
and bloggers amid a culture of
impunity, she said at the
UNESCO-organised
programme at the UN
Headquarters to mark the
second International Day to
End Impunity for Crimes
against Journalists (IDEI).

The day is made official by
a UN resolution that con-
demns violence against jour-
nalists and media workers,
and urges its member states to
prevent violence against
journalists and to bring to
justice those responsible for
attacks.

This year, the day was
observed only two days after
the murder of publisher Faisal
Arefin Dipan and attacks on
another publisher -- Ahmedur
Rashid Tutul -- and two liberal
writers -- Ranadipam Basu
and Tareq Rahim --in Dhaka,

Bonya and her husband
Avijit Roy were hacked in the
middle of a crowded street in
Dhaka University area on
February 26 on their way back
from the Ekushey Book Fair.
Though Bonya survived the
machete attack, Avijitdidn't.

Since then, secular
bloggers Oyasiqur Rahman,
Ananta Bijoy Das and Niladri
Chattopaddhaya were killed.
The apparently synchronised
attacks on Saturday were the
latest in the series.

Both Dipon and Tutul
published Avijit Roy's books.

"Before this attack was
[carried out| in the dark, now
the extent of impunity is so
great that they attack us in the
broad day light in front of
thousands of people, orinside
the residences or offices of the
publishers. So far, they [have|
killed five bloggers, writers
and publishers this year and
wounded many,” Bonya, a
Bangladesh-born US citi-
zen, told the panel moder-
ated by Journalism
Professor Rosental Alves of
the University of Texas.

As the attackers on secular
writers were not brought to
book, now they have targeted
those who published the
books of those writers, she
said.

"The situation is dire.
These bloody days are becom-
ing a norm. Hacking the
people ... is becoming a
monthly chore for the [slamic
terrorists.”

Bonya said she had talked
to Tareq Rahim's wife and
learnt his situation was still
critical, and that the family
was not feeling safe. "We
know they will come back for
Ahmedur Rashid Tutul
again.”

Religious fundamentalists
aren't the only foes to free-
thinkers, she said, criticising
Bangladesh's Information
and Communication
Technology Act that outlaws
publication, broadcast or
websites that are fake and
obscene, and communica-
tions that hurt or may hurt
religious sentiments.

"You can tell all these are
vague terms. They are very
hard to be defined," she told
at the high-level LIN event.

The ICT Act has made the
criticism of religion on the
internet punishable with up
to 14 years of imprisonment.

Under this act, Bonya said,
the Bangladesh government
has arrested quite a few
bloggers, not the killers, for
"hurting religious feelings in
theirwritings”.

A journalist was arrested
and harassed a few weeks ago
for causing so-called embar-
rassment to a minister of the
current government, said the
online activist.

"The Bangladesh govern-
ment was completely quiet
after the first three murders

Reserve 40pc

FROM PAGE 16
time both the time and mark
will double.

The guidelines mentioned
that the admission committee
will prepare questions appro-
priate for respective classes.

The price of admission
forms will be maximum Tk
150,

The schools will have to
reserve 5 percent quota for
freedom fighters' children
and their children, and 2
percent for children with
disabilities.

Another 2 percent quota
will be reserved for the chil-
dren of officials of the educa-
tion ministry, teachers and
employees of the respective
school, provided that the
admission seekers fulfil the
minimum requirements.

this year, and when they were
forced to say something after
the fourth murder, they told
us to be careful about what we
write."

Those in the government
said they were walking a fine
line because of the electoral
politics, and they could not
risk their alliance with the
religious groups by support-
ing the secular writers of the
country, shewenton.

"None of these real killers
have been captured or tried by
the government or the judi-
ciary system. A few have been
captured, but we haven't seen
them tried yet. Some of them
even gotoutonbail."

When some bloggers went
to the police to notify them
about threats from these
terrorists, the law enforce-
ment agencies remained
silent and inactive, she
alleged. "Some of them even
were advised to leave the
country if they didn't feel
safe."

“They [police] are not
ashamed or hesitated to pro-
vide indirect support to the
killers this way, " she said.

Secular writers and jour-
nalists right now are living in a
country where they do not feel
safe to express their views
anymore, Bonya said.

"We are asking the interna-
tional community to come
forward, to save our free voice,
freedom of expression and a
healthy secular society."

"These brave journalists,
writers, bloggers, publishers
in Bangladesh love their
country and want to make a
difference in their own home-
land," she added.

At the programme, Unesco
Director-General Irina
Bokova urged the states to
take all necessary measures --
through legislation, protec-
tion mechanisms and new
adequate resources -- to
ensure that investigations and
trials relating to crimes against
journalists are undertaken.

Dog squads

FROM PAGE 16

heading for Sylhet MAG
Osmani International Airport
from Chittagong training
centre and was likely to reach
the airport at 10:00 last night.

The dog squads have been
deployed to detect explosives
and drugs, they added.

The deployment came a
week after the authorities had
tightened security measures at
the airports following mur-
ders of two foreigners and
improvised grenade attacks
on Hossaini Dalan in the early
hours of October 25. The
blasts killed two and left
more than 100 injured.

The authorities had earlier
beefed up security measures at
the three international air-
ports on October 25 follow-
ing warning from intelligence
agencies.

Apart from restricting
visitors, the authorities of the
airports have asked their
security personnel to remain
vigilantand increase monitor-
ing in and outside the air-
ports.

“We stepped up security
since last night [Sunday
night],” Capt MK Zakir
Hassan, director of Hazrat
Shahjalal International
Airport, told The Daily Star.

Sources in law-
enforcement agencies said
intelligence officials from
different countries had met
their Bangladesh counterparts
and requested them to ensure
highest level of security at the
airports as some media
reported the attackers used
plastic explosives in the
Hossaini Dalan blasts.

Plastic explosives cannot
be detected in metal detectors,
experts say.

Explosive experts of the
Detective Branch of police,
however, ruled out the use of
plastic explosives in the blasts.

Talking to our correspon-
dent in Chittagong, Manager
of Shah Amanat Airport Wing
Commander Riajal Kabir said
the additional security mea-
sures were taken considering
the country's overall situation.

The dog squad would
remain deployed until further
notice, said Lt Col ARM Nasir
Uddin Ekram, director (oper-
ations) of BGB South-East
zone.

SECURITY AT PRISONS
Security was stepped up at
prisons across the country on
instructions from the
Department of Prisons, said
prison officials.

The jail authorities were
asked to keep lights switched
on in jails and increase patrol
in and outside prisons. They
are also advised to intensify
vigil on the entrances.

Two alleged robbers hurt
in 'gunfight' with cops

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

Two alleged robbers were
injured in a 'gunfight’ with
police in Churkhai area
under Sadar upazila early
yesterday.

They are Ali Hossain, 26,
of Monikura village in
Haluaghat upazila of
Mymensingh, and Rajib
Miah, 25, of Kalapara
upazila in Patuakhali dis-
trict. They were arrested and
admitted to Mymensingh
Medical College Hospital
with bullet wounds in their
legs and hands, police said.

Imarat Hossain Gazi, offi-
cer-in-charge (OC) of the
Detective Branch of police, said
detectives went to Darirampur
in Trishal upazila on Monday
night to arrest some accused in
different cases.

On their way back at
around 2:30am, they were
informed by locals that a
gang of 5/7 robbers was
preparing to commit a rob-
bery at Darirampur area.

Sensing the presence of the
law enforcers in the area, the
gang tried to flee the scene in a
car. The detectives chased the
gang towards Churkhai area.

When they reached Jamtola of
Churkhai, the robbers opened
fired, prompting the detectives
to retaliate, the OCsaid.

During the gunfight, two
robbers received bullet
wounds while others man-
aged to flee, the OC added.

Sub-inspectors Mofizul
Islam and Farug Ahmed,
assistant sub-inspector
Shamim Hossain and con-
stable Baten were injured
during the incident. They
were given first aid.

Police also recovered a
pipegun, three bullets and two
sharp cutters from the spot.

PHOTO: STAR
Rangpur Express train derailed after hitting a stone-laden truck at Hugolbaria level

crossing in Natore Sadar upazila early yesterday, leaving 10 people injured and causing
suspension of train movement for hours. The railway authorities managed to salvage the
train ataround 10:00am.

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
Office of the Chief Engineer
Health Engineering Department (HED)

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
105-106, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000

Memo No. HED/HPNSDP/Div.Dir(FP)Ctg/Tender-1216/2015/182
Amendment Notice

1. The Invitation for Tender (IFT) for Vertical Extension of Family Planning
Office Building for Divisional Director Office at Chittagong District, Package
No. WP-505/SDP(GOB)-HED, Lot-ll circulated vide this office Memo No.
HED/HPNSDP/Div.Dir(FP)Ctg/Tender-1216/2015/162; Dated: 12.10.2015

is hereby amended as under:

a. Tender last selling date and :

time

b. Tender closing date and

fime

c. Tender opening date and

time

2. All other terms and conditions as laid down in the original Invitation for

hours.
hours.

hours.

Tender (IFT) will remain unchanged.

3. This amendment notice will also form a part of the tender documents and

shall be binding upon the tenderers.

GD-3478

Shah Mohammed Hannan
Superintending Engineer (P&A)
Health Engineering Department

Date: 22.11.2015, Time: 16.00
Date: 23.11.2015, Time: 13:00

Date: 23.11.2015, Time: 14.00

Date: 03/11/15
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