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Terror alert
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government moves ahead with the exe-
cution of the two big war criminals,” said
an intelligence agency official.

Some police officials said Salauddin's
power could be understood by just look-
ing at the influence he has in the BNP,
pro-BNP bodies, Jamaat, Islami
Chhatra Shibir, and his international
connections, including a Middle
Eastern country and a South Asian
country.

"He will try to do the worst possible
things to delay or foil the process of his
execution,” one of them said.

Law enforcers believe their drives
would help minimising the threat.

Talking to The Daily Star, Dhaka
Metropolitan Police Commissioner
Asaduzzaman Mia said, “Usually we
prepare ahead of the implementation
of war crimes verdicts. We will try to
improve law and order arrangements
based on intelligence before the |pos-
sible] execution of the verdict and
deploy forces based on need.”

A senior police official of Chittagong
said they have adequate preparation to
stop any attempt to disrupt law and
order. Salauddin hails from
Chittagong.

The official preferring anonymity said
they have people under cover and in

uniform for maintaining law and order.

Another senior police official of
Tangail said, “We have taken precaution-
ary measurers sensing that the govern-
ment is going to execute the verdicts.
Arrests are being made everyday to
check any unwanted situation.”

Police officials of Kushtia, Khulna and
several districts also echoed the same.

Additional Commissioner (crime and
operation) Chittagong Metropolitan
Police (CMP) Devdas Bhattacharya
avoided responding to direct ques-
tions on threat information,

"It is very difficult to check ambushes
but we have all out preparation to stop
any untoward incidents in Chittagong,”
he told The Daily Star.

Biplob Kumar Sarker, deputy com-
missioner of DMP's Tejgaon zone said,
“We have information that attempts will
be made to destabilise law and order in
the capital centring the [possible]
execution of the verdicts,”

He said they had taken all necessary
measures to thwart any bid to hamper
law and order. “We will tackle any chaos
with an iron fist,” he told The Daily
Star.

The Supreme Court isset to hear today
two petitions seeking review of its judg-
ments that upheld death penalties for
war criminals Mojaheed and

Salauddin.

The pleas have been enlisted in today's
hearing list of a four-member Appellate
Division bench headed by Chief Justice
Surendra Kumar Sinha, according to
the SC website.

The Appellate Division of the SC is set
to hear another petition of Salauddin
today.

The plea filed on October 19 urged the
court to record statements of eight peo-
ple, including five Pakistanis, during the
hearing of his review petition.

Jamaat-e-Islami leader Mojaheed and
BNP's Salauddin on October 14 submit-
ted the petitions to the SC, seeking
acquittal on all charges brought
against them.

In the petitions, the condemned war
criminals sought reconsideration of the
SC judgments on the grounds that they
were sentenced for "offences commit-
ted by others”,

The SC upheld the capital punish-
ment of the two leaders in June and July
after hearing their appeals against the
verdicts issued by the war crimes tribu-
nal.

The tribunal issued the death warrants
on October 1, a day after the SC released
the full verdicts.

Trial? I don't want it either
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Faisal Arefin Dipan said he wouldn't
seek trial of his son's killers, Rafida
Ahmed Bonya, wife of murdered
blogger Avijit Roy, echoed his words
yesterday.

Hours after the brutal killing of
Dipan on Saturday, his father Abul
Quasem Fazlul Huq told reporters, "I
don't want any trial. I want good sense
to prevail. Both sides -- the one that's
doing politics using secularism and the
other that's doing politics using state
religion -- are pushing the country
towards destruction. Let good sense
prevail on both sides.”

Venting out her anger, Bonya yester-
day wrote on her Facebook page that she
too didn't seek trial of her husband's
murderers.

Unidentified assailants hacked to
death her husband Avijit and injured
her seriously on the Dhaka University
campus after the couple came out of the
Ekushey Boi Mela on February 26. Even
eight months after the brutal killing,
investigators are yet to submit charge
sheet in the Avijit murder case.

The following is a translation of her
yesterday's Facebook post:

"Like Dipan's father, [ also don't
want trial [of Avijit's killers]. 1 am certain
that the wives of Tutul and Dipan, sister
of Ananta, and the friends of Rajib, Babu
and Niloy also don't want trial. When 1
call father [Dr Ajoy Roy|, he speaks of
hope; he tells me that life goes on;
inspires me so that I don't give up; tells
me to start afresh.

[ get stunned by the words of the 80-
vear-old father who lost his son. 1 tell
myself that they could start a fight in
1971 because there were people like
him. But we could not, our generation

could not, they [fundamentalists] are
growing in number the way weeds
grow in empty fields. Our failure
allows them to grow like weeds.

"We don't even expect anything
from the government; the only request
to them is -- please don't waste your
energy by propagating day and night 'we
aresecular'.

Please remain silent until your
objective is achieved. Avijit, Ananta,
Rajib, Niloy, Babu and Dipan -- each of
them is a scorecard for you. You keep on
saying that everything is a "political
game’, everything is a 'perception’.

"Keep on oiling the machetes of
fundamentalists silently, otherwise you
might lose votes. You know very well
that your silence is helping them
sharpen their weapons, May be, during
the day we mistakenly think it as your
silence. Who knows, you probably
become articulate at night and join
them in the game of vote sharing.
Please remain silent until your vote
box is filled; we will never approach
you to seek trial.

Those who died are gone forever. We
will never get them back. They will never
return no matter what we do.

"1 studied at Dhaka Medical [Col-
lege| for two years towards the end of
the 80s. I remember we used to say that
Jamaat-Shibir would never dare to enter
the Dhaka University campus. We
couldn't even think of terrorist groups
like Ansarullah at that time.

Today, they have not only entered
the campus, but have carried out savage
killings one after another. And we feel
helpless and shocked to see this 'dance
of destruction’. Dipan's father and
Avijit's father had to see their children
being hacked by machete-wielding

militants at the very university where
they had once taught.

Today they |militants] are very bold.

Now, they don't even need to carry
out attacks secretly in the dead of night.
They hack people with machetes on
streets in front ot thousands of people
and police.

“I stood on a street with four stab
wounds in my head and a severed finger,
begging for help from hundreds of
people. Did any of them come forward?
They played the role of spectators stand-
ing in a circle. Even some policemen
were in the crowd. It was Jibon who
came forward to help. People like him
are now hard to find.

Our grief doesn't turn into outrage
any more. We can no longer create what
we did in'52, '69 or '71. This state mech-
anism of torture has been so successtul
in silencing us that we have become
numb in fear.

We look at this country stained with
blood the way a herd of deer stare at
light. I have heard from many that nowa-
days those who come forward to help
are harassed by police. So, nobody
comes forward to help any more. That
is why Niloy was killed inside his
room; Ananta was hunted down on
the street in broad daylight; Tutul,
Ranada |Ranadipan Basu| and Tareq
were hacked in office in front of many
people, and Dipan was killed in a busy
place like Aziz Super Market.

The killers know they have nothing
to fear any more. They know that their
haven is far-stretched. They know they
will be received with 'garlands of
silence’. And we could be 'implicated
under Section 54",

Erdogan's party regains majority
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return the country to calmer waters. The
far-right MHP, which rejected a coali-
tion last time, was crushed. And the pro-
Kurdish HDP party was hit hard by the
AKP's attempts to link it to the PKK.
Critics say the campaign of violence
was orchestrated by the AKP, to scare
Turks into submission. The party
rejects it. But many did finally cast
their ballots out of fear.

Ultimately, this is a country that
doesn't like coalitions. They're associ-
ated with a fraught past - of coups and
financial crises. Recep Tayyip Erdogan
knows his nation likes strongman rule.
And that is how they voted.

ANXIETY OVERSHADOWS CAMPAIGN
Since elections in June, a ceasefire
between the Turkish army and militants

from the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK)
collapsed after a suicide bombing in
July by suspected Islamic State (IS)
militants.

The attack near the border with Syria
killed more than 30 Kurds.

Turkey then suffered its deadliest attack
in its modern history when more than 100
people were killed after a peace rally
attended by mainly left-wing demonstra-
tors, including many HDP supporters, was
targeted by two suicide bombers,

The government said they were
linked to IS.

The HDP scaled back its election
campaign after the attack.

Critics have accused Erdogan of renew-
ing violence to curb support for the HDP -
something the governmmentdenies.

One senior official from the HDP

told Reuters the partial results were
"disappointing”.

With most votes counted, the HDP
has 10.5% of the vote - enough to give it
59 parliamentary seats, 21 fewer than it
claimed in June's election,

Clashes were reported in the mainly
Kurdish city of Diyarbakir as the results
were being counted. Reuters said police
fired tear gas at protesters throwing stones.

Last week, the offices of the opposi-
tion media group Koza-Ipek were
raided by police after the government's
seizure of its assets,

The raid is the latest in an operation
to crack down on followers of US-based
Islamic cleric Fethullah Gulen that has
been under way since December 2013,
when corruption allegations against
allies of Erdogan emerged.
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Hole Oceanographic Institution
(WHOI), said in a news release: “Over
the years, there have been a small hand-
ful of possible sightings of Omura's
whales, but nothing that was con-
firmed,

“They appear to occur in remote
regions and are difficult to find at sea,
because they are small-they range in
length from approximately 33 to 38
feet-and do not put up a prominent
blow.”

“What little we knew about these
whales previously came primarily from
eight specimens of Omura's whales
taken in Japanese scientific whaling
off the Solomon and Keeling Islands
and a couple strandings of dead
animals in Japan,” Cerchio said.

“This is the first definitive evidence
and detailed descriptions of Omura's
whales in the wild and part of what
makes this work particularly exciting.”

In a paper published this week in the
Royal Society Open Science, the
researchers described the whales "forag-
ing and vocal behaviours, and habitat
preferences in the shallow waters of
coastal Madagascar.'

Being substantially smaller than
many other blue whale species, the
Omura's whale had historically been
misidentified as Bryde's whales,
However, the animal has unique
assymetrical pigmentation on their
head.

Along with the video footage,
Cerchio's team has catalogued approxi-
mately 25 individual Omura's whales.

Univ teachers
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Under the new pay scale that has been
approved by the cabinet, public servants
will see their salaries rise on a 5 per-
cent incremental basis every year.

The criteria of time scale and selec-
tion grade under the existing pay scale
were dropped.

The suggestions made in yesterday's
meeting will be added to the pay scale;
the finance ministry will prepare the
draft criteria.

Then after approval by the highest
level of the government, an order regard-
ing the new pay scale may be issued.

The finance minister said they will
bring together the directives in the next
one week and send the draft notifica-
tion to the law ministry for vetting,

After that, approvals from the prime
minister and the cabinet will be
required.

The University Teachers' Association
and the BCS Teachers' Association
raised objection after the new pay scale
was passed in the cabinet.

“All present at the meeting asked for
positive solution to the complaints
raised,” Mubhith said, adding that seven
ministers and five secretaries
attended the discussion held at his
secretariat office.

He said scope will be provided such
that staff in all cadres can reach grade
one.

The university and BCS teachers feel
that after the new pay scale come into
effect many of their existing facilities
will be curtailed, Muhith said.

“It is not correct,” he said, citing the
suggestion of automatic grade change
as a case in point.

"That is the best way to create oppor-
tunity for all.”

Meanwhile, the Federation of
Bangladesh University Teachers’
Association yesterday said if the author-
ities tried to solve the issue of remov-
ing discrepancy in their salaries and
status through jugglery of words or in
a fragmented way, it will not be
accepted.

Since a cabinet committee was hold-
ing a meeting on the issue of their
demands, the assodiation has decided
to suspend their agitation
programme until November 21, it
said in the statement,

If their demands are not met by this
deadline, it will announce a non-stop
programme from November 22,

True to his words
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"1 have no faith in cases,” he said, without
elaborating,

"Hanging or imprisoning some peo-
ple will not bring any result unless good
sense prevails among us,” the bereaved
father told this correspondent at his
Paribagh residence yesterday.

*Creating a democratic environmernt
in the country is necessary and we all
should make efforts to thisend.”

No cases were filed as of 10:00 last
nightin connection with Dipan's killing,

Inspector (Investigation) Zafar Ali
Biswas of Shahbagh Police Station said
Dipan’s father had agreed to file a case
and he would come to the police station
this morning,

However, Prof Fazlul Huq disagreed
with the claim.

"l told them that I would submit a
statement to the Dhaka University proctor
at 10:00am tomorrow [today|, giving my
account of myson's murder. [ will urge the
university authorities to take necessary
measures to this end, " he said.

Dipan, owner of Jagriti Prokashani,
was hacked to death inside his office at
Shahbagh in the capital on Saturday.

Soon after the murder, Fazlul Huq
told reporters: "I don't want justice. |
want good sense to prevail.”

Following the brutal murder and a
similar attack on another publisher and
two writers in Lalmatia the same day,
politicians engaged in mudslinging.

Leaders of the ruling Awami League
and its allies are blaming communal and
anti-liberation forces in the BNP-led
alliance for the killing.

AL Joint Secretary General Mahbubul
Alam Hanif even went as far as accusing
Dipan's father of sharing the killers’
ideology.

"The professor father who has lost his
son perhaps believes in the political
ideology of those who carried out the
killing. He's made such remarks [that he
does not want justice of his son's kill-
ers] because he doesn't want the peo-
ple of his party to stand trial,” he told
newsmen yesterday.

However, Hanif apologised for his

comments when he was contacted last
night.

BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia, mean-
while, took the opportunity to blame the
government for its failure to ensure safety
and security of the people.

In a statement on Saturday night, she
claimed Dipan was a vice-president of
Zia Memorial Library, and a BNP man.
'WEALLARE RESPONSIBLE'

BNP Vice-Chairman Hafiz Uddin
Ahmed vyesterday wvisited Fazlul Huq's
residence to console him.

There, Hatiz said the government has
totally failed to ensure people's security
because it was concentrating only on
clinging to power.

Fazlul Hug then stopped him short
and said, "You are also responsible for
this situation. If you [the BNP]| could
bring any positive change in your party, it
would have an impact on other politi-
cal parties.”

"We all are responsible for today's

situation,” he said at one stage of the
conversation with the BNP-delegation.
'AVIJIT THE ONLY REASON'
"Dipan was respectful to every religion
and was never involved in blogging. It
would be a sheerlie if anyone says he was a
blogger," Fazlul Huq told The Daily Star.

Dipan never wrote or said anything
onreligion, hesaid.

"Dipan believed that followers of every
religion will practise the ideals of their
respective faiths. He never supported
fighting, killing and spreading false pro-
paganda in the name of religion.

"He kept himself away from any
discussion on religion very cautiously,”
hesaid.

Publishing Awijit Roy's books is the
only reason behind Dipan's murder,
Fazlul Huq claimed.

"My son came to know about Avijit
Roy when they were students of Udayan
School. Dipan published two books of
Avijit, who was murdered by the same
people that killed my son.”

The government is yet to come up
with anything significant about the
killing of Avijit, who was a brilliant stu-
dent, said the frustrated academic.

Remarks on JS grounded
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opposition party’ has not taken any
specific steps to overcome the identity
crisis it has created for itself by being in
the opposition bench and holding cabi-
net positions at the same time, it said.

Theirrole in the study period reflected
this mutually opposing identity and at
the same time found them wanting in
independent and assertive stance befit-
ting a genuine opposition party.
Specific detailed information is avail-
able in the report published on TIB's
website,

Besides, the “opposition party” leader
remains a special adviser to the prime
minister, said the press release that came
up as a response to the sharp reactions
the ruling party MPs and leaders gave
following the TIB report.

TIB said its Executive Director Dr
Iftekharuzzaman made the comment
during a question-answer session while
unveiling the parliament watch report
based on the parliament's second to
sixth session from June 2014 to July
this year.

Jatiya Sangsad Chief Whip ASM Feroz
the day after the report was made public
alleged that the TIB was working as a paid
agent of the BNP to disgrace parliament
and the constitution,

Awami League Joint Secretary General
Mahbubul Alam Hanif said, “TIB was
hatching conspiracy against the govern-
ment”,

Deputy Speaker Fazle Rabbi Miah in
Natore on October 31 termed the TIB
boss'scomment "audacious”.

He also suggested launching an inves-
tigation into TIB's funding,

Yesterday's statement said some
highly placed respected individuals have
raised questions about the source of
funding of TIB, have alluded to links of
TIB with militant organisations,
including IS, accused TIB of showing
disrespect to parliament, and working
against national interest with political
motivation.

"That there is no genuine opposition
party in the 10th Parliament is not only a
comment, but well-known factual infor-
mation as stated even during proceed-
ings in the House itself by a Member of
the Parliament. The self-contradictory
position and identity crisis of the
‘main opposition party' led to a lack of
clarity in the articulation and discharge
of their role,

“Such deficits in the highest institu-
tion of public representation also
resulted in a kind of lack of confidence,
hesitation and double-mindedness that
has been viewed by the TIB executive
director as one akin to that of a puppet
that has no control in the role it plays,”
said the press release.

“His purpose was not to hurt anyone's
sentiment but to draw the attention of
stakeholders to take measures that could
do away with the duality of the role of
the 'main opposition party’ so as to
enhance the prospect of a more effec-
tive parliament.

“It may be added, the statement said,
that that comment was made by TIB
executive director as a personal observa-
tion in the capacity of a citizen exercising
his constitutional right. It does not
necessarily reflect the official position
of TIB.” The TIB press release further said
it has become customary for a section of
political leaders to raise questions about
the funding source of TIB, to bring alle-
gations of links with political opposi-
tion and accusing TIB of defaming the
relevant institutions or sectors on
which TIB releases its research report.

“It is nothing new nor does it have any
logical basis,” it said, adding, "We said
this before, and we are saying it again,
that TIB cannot and does not raise or
spend a single penny without the due
approval of the relevant government
authority.” That the allegations of TIB's
partisan political linkage and/orwith any
militant organisation are baseless need
no mention, added the press release.

Break cycle
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and media workers who have been
killed in the line of duty. More
than 700 journalists have been
killed in the last decade -- one
every five days -- simply for bring-
ing news and information to the
public.”

Many perish while covering
conflicts fearlessly but many more
have been deliberately silenced for
trying to report the truth, he said in
a message.

Only seven percent of such cases
are resolved while less than 1 out
of 10 such crimes is fully investi-
gated, he added.

"Such impunity deepens fear
among journalists and enables
governments to get away with cen-
sorship. We must do more to com-
bat this trend and make sure that
journalists can report freely.”

The International Day to End
Impunity was proclaimed by the
LN General Assembly to highlight
the urgent need for protection of
journalists and to commemorate
the assassination of two French
journalists in Mali on November 2,
2013.

US finds wreckage
believed to be
missing freighter
El Faro

AFP, Washington

The US navy has found wreckage it
believes to be from the doomed
freighter El Faro which sank during
Hurricane Joaquin a month ago,
the National Transportation Safety
Board said Saturday.

El Faro was en route from
Florida to Puerto Rico with a cargo
of containers and automobiles on
October 1 when it was caught in a
ferocious storm in the Bahamas.

The entire crew of 33 is believed
to have perished.

Crew from the US Navy fleet
ocean tug boat, the Apache, found
a vessel Saturday "at a depth of
about 15,000 feet in the vicinity",
an NTSB statement said.

"Sophisticated sonar equipment
towed from Apache first detected
what are believed to be images of
the vessel using Orion, a side-
scanning sonar system,” it said.

e -
Unacceptable, worrying TS AT, HBATT B
FROM PAGE1S _a country known for the peace- LE ke[ ﬁw
all levels of political and reli- fy] coexistence of people of | | woam =rbTs @E-az wewhn Faffte @k F=m T FTe TG @E-a1 THEES B s w0
gious leaderships in order to djfferent religions and opinions, | | @ siregs femmm feb wwe Tmamese W= wem SE= 4 0L |
revent further attacks, he : o) || TEETE/ e AMHF B 6 (AR N7, 2oaw TEAEY, B G |
[a}dded Germzfn ‘Armh:%bsadur Dr = e e
CE , Thomas Prinz said the recent | I=5o T suama sram am FGAAD GETFEIS e, GUATE TS |
Like thEr murders of Niloy jncidents were not only assaults o8 | | FeTEE FEE o BT |
Chakrabarti [Chattopadhyay], on individuals, but also attacks of | | e @ e BRETTCA/AiE s/ c s faeate i/ (0) /205 |
Washikur [Oyasiqur] Rahman, 4n the fundamental rights of ,;..:| ﬁ,ﬁﬁ ;gi:f“mﬁg'
‘' ek 24 | |
Ananta Bijoy Das, and Avijit ROy  freedom of expression. ob | | &6 & 4T A € FAE W |
earlier this year, these heinous "These barbaric assaults ob | | WE*lE *TEE A9 o3 I
, : o So | | v 2EE wiEY oS3 /2odalds |
acts underscore ﬂ"i }“}Pﬂﬂﬂnﬂ? endanger the successful devel- e T Si/ss/onsatan
of our governments’ joint efforts  gpment of Bangladesh of the 3| | vl afEreR w6 3¢/55/203afs, 33.00 AT |
to counter violent extremism," |35t decades.” So | | veelE cenE eiae @ 3a/55 /20300, 33,90 969 |
the US Embassy in Dhaka said in The i 38 | | LR AT € AT TGS S (@IPe 6 Seian S, DIAT] SO |
.' }i‘ .Fh['_ EU.HEI'{S‘ fl_l['thEI‘ raise a vy W'ﬁﬁﬁw ﬂﬁ;ﬁ:’ﬂm & : ‘ﬁ ﬁ %I
A SEAICIRELL, climate of fear in the country, the o | | R HETE EW FTOIAD LEE TS WeAIAA ST, BRGT FTOIED |
The two incidents were only German envoy said, adding they ST W%T FAfESreTE = e AW
the latest of several disturbing support the Bangladesh govern- i N (SRS FEA
events, iHE]Udiﬂg a b[}mi;_'.'l ﬂttﬂfl{ et iI']_ DI}EHIY rall}ring {6 [h-E =11 [ W‘ﬂ|%=qu:%wﬂm|ﬁaﬁﬁ%¥ﬂt‘fﬂ|-w¥ﬂﬁﬁ|t:]: 33,90, 000/~ 8.000/- 3l fﬁT’l']"-'lTﬂ
on a Shia gathering in Old yniversal principles of freedom T B we E e | .
Dhaka and multiple attacks on ' Jigi S || TR S e A CaTE el
L. . UIP ‘ of expression Ell'll{j rtllgmln. e e e e
religious minorities across the The French Embassy in Dhaka W | e e e P P S e g e it
country, said the German said Saturday's incidents cast | [ 251 | weea SrzmememE sawen cemTs e THTE 003-Ub 5CoT, FITH AL-095-22YroIan
Embassy in Dhaka in a message light on the culture of impunity E-mail: ceuchittagnngl@dmggm-.hd
of condemnation. in Bangladesh. = % B ol i e 2 S
It urged the government to Dipan and Tutul had coura- o) e AR e o T FAEA
conduct thorough investigations, geously published works of %) TEG E_mﬂw‘ufmﬁ”’h WEIW o fore o¢ FEm TEfiE TriesH
ensure safety of liberal mindsand ~ Avijit Roy, blogger and writer %) GelfEe maeTHg A (3% (% BeIfEE W) wae A 2 |
strengthen freedom of speech of assassinated on February 26, it 8) G et el SR o G A R T AR W S FYTE AW O |
all citizens irrespective of their said, adding it stands with all GRS T
religious or political beliefs. women and men of goodwill in WWQWWW
Stating that secularism is one Bangladesh to fight extremism (F T - 003-Lu3Eo
of the core values of Bangladesh, and terrorism. fafE-u8es8 E-mail: ceochittagong@dmlc.gov.bd




