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European parliament urges
protection for Snowden

NEW YORK TIMES, Brussels

The European Parliament narrowly
adopted a nonbinding but nonethe-
less forceful resolution on Thursday
urging the 28 nations of the European
Union to recognize Edward ] Snowden
as a "whistle-blower and international
human rights defender” and to shield
him from prosecution.

On Twitter, Snowden, the former
National Security Agency contractor
who leaked millions of documents
about electronic surveillance by the
American government, called the vote
a "game-changer.” But the resolution
has no legal force and limited practical
effect for Mr. Snowden, who is living in
Russia on a three-year residency
permit.

Whether to grant Snowden asylum
remains a decision for the individual
European governments, and thus far,
none have done so.

Still, the resolution was the stron-
gest statement of support seen for
Snowden from the European
Parliament. At the same time, the close
vote -- 285 to 281 -- suggested the
extent to which some European
lawmakers are wary of alienating the
United States.

Many European citizens have
expressed sympathy for Snowden and
criticism of eavesdropping and
wiretapping by the United States and

its closest intelligence-sharing allies,
which include Britain and Canada.

The resolution calls on European
Union members to “drop any criminal
charges against Edward Snowden,
grant him protection and conse-
quently prevent extradition or rendi-
tion by third parties.”

In June 2013, shortly after
Snowden's leaks became public, the
United States charged him with theft of
government property and violations of
the Espionage Act of 1917. By then, Mr.
Snowden had flown to Moscow, where
he spent weeks in legal limbo before he
was granted temporary asylum and,
later, a residency permit.

Four Latin American nations have
offered Snowden permanent asylum,
but he does not believe he could travel
from Russia to those countries without
running the risk of arrest, and then
extradition to the United States along
the way.

Govt to keep
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Ambassador to Bangladesh Abdullah
Al-Mutairi met him at his office in
Probashi Kallyan Bhaban yesterday:.

“The ambassador requested me to
speed up the recruitment process of
female workers. I informed him that it
is hard to find female migrants for the
housemaid jobs,” said the minister.

In February, the Saudi government
inked two deals with the Bureau of
Manpower Employment and Training
and the Bangladesh Association of
International Recruiting Agencies
(Baira) for hiring Bangladeshis for
housemaid jobs.

According to the deals, Saudi will hire
both male and female workers for 12
categories of jobs. But it is only hiring
women from Bangladesh since April.

Baira leaders said fear of abuse and
poor salaries held back women from
seeking jobs in the kingdom.

Google balloons
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that three of Indonesia's mobile net-
works intend to start testing Project
Loon's transmissions next year. One
expert said the plan had benefits over
other solutions.

Sri Lanka previously signed a separate
agreement signalling its wish to be
another participant in the giant helium
balloon-based scheme.

Google first revealed its superpressure
balloon plan in June 2013, when about
30 of the inflatable plastic "envelopes"
were launched from New Zealand.

The original set-up provided 3G-like
data speeds, but the kit can now supply
connected devices with about 10 mega-
bits a second to connected devices via
antennae on the ground. For compari-
son's sake, the average 4G connection in
the LIK is 15Mbit/sec.

There have also been other advances.
"In the early days, the balloons would
last five or seven or 10 days. Now we have

had balloons that have lasted as long as
187 days," Mike Cassidy, vice-president
of Project Loon, told the BBC,

"We've also improved the launch
process. [tused to take 14 people an houror
two to launch a balloon, now with an
automated crane we can launch a balloon
every 15 minutes with two or three people.”

If all goes according to plan, he added,
the experiment should achieve one of its
goalsin 2016.

"|We need] about 300 balloons or so
to make a continuous string around the
world," he explained.

Google suggests that Project Loon
would be a cheaper solution than installing
fibre optic cables or building mobile phone
masts across all of Indonesia's islands,
which contain jungles and mountains.

It says the scheme would help address
the fact that more than 100 million
people out of the country's 255 million-
strong population remain unconnected.

[nto the magic, mystique of Hail Haor
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played incessantly, disappeared and all
we could see was water and the great
expanse of water we know as the Hail
Haor had started. The water-buffalos,
with friendly Little Egrets perched on
top of them, were still half submerged
under the water which stretched to
infinity and touched the horizon, above
which the bright ball of flame hovered.
The late-afternoon sun was making
final preparations to bid adieu for the
day. The shepherds brought back their
water-buffalos home after bathing
them in the haor, with mud caked on
the bodies of the enormous beasts!
The fishermen were returning in twos
and threes and sometimes alone, in
their small dinghies cutting through
the blooming lotuses and water hya-
cinths, with whatever little catch they
could collect for the day.

The road grew narrower and nat-
rower and finally, just like that, it ended.
At the end there were two rickety
dinghies waiting for our arrival. As we
stepped onto it, the boats swayed tilting
and threatening to throw us off. The
boatman handed a plastic bowl to me
and I was instructed to sweep water off
the bottom of the boat.

As the oars made splashing sounds,
cutting in and out of the clear waters of
the haor, we were off. The boats pro-
pelled forward leaving the last stretch of
land behind. Our boatman started
humming a tune of a haor song. The
abrupt melancholic tunes, coupled with
the sounds of the oars, triggered feelings
that can hardly be described in words.

Bright pink lotuses with their large
floating leaves, mossy tendrils, and
water hyacinths and the dark-yet-clear
waters of the haor surrounded us as we
moved deeper into a surreal realm.

We moved forward, our hearts heavy
for reasons unknown when a shrill call
brought us back to reality. We looked
around, saw two Brahminy Kites fighting
for a fish while another just swooped in
and caught a fish on its own. We had been
so engrossed with ourselves, we barely
noticed the surrounding. As far as the
eyes could see, there was water. Water
birds of every species imaginable seemed
to have taken over the haor. Marveled by
this profusion of life, we immersed
ourselves in the beauty of that magical
place. The sun was inches about the
horizon and the birds started to head
home. Egrets and cormorants just few
feet above our heads, sometimes
silhouetted by the sun, with its rays
shining gold on their backs, flying in
perfect V-shaped formations, calling
harshly and sending obscured shadows
on the waters below, while the Pied
Kingfisher pair was still trying to catch a
meal, hovering over the water like they
normally do. Disturbed by our boats,
tiny frogs jumped from the floating
lotus leaves in to the dark waters to
vanish out of view while a Rat snake
swam effortlessly by the bow of our
boat.

The light cast by the sun -- half-
buried in the distant horizon -- was
mesmerising, painting the landscape in
a metallic copper. Photographers dream
of that light. Bamboo structures con-

structed by fishermen rose awkwardly
through the waters with fishing nets
expertly attached to the geometrical
configuration. Little fishing boats tied
alongside those structures and smoke
billowing out of the boats where the
dinner was being prepared. We called
out to one of the fishermen to know if
he was ready to brave the uncertain
nights out. We asked about his catches
for the day. He brought out a plastic
bowl and inside it was his meager catch
for a day. We asked what was for dinner
and were astonished to have been
invited to dinner, which we very politely
and promptly declined. Feeding a group
of six is utterly impossible for a poor
fisherman of the haor as it would
possibly mean squandering his entire
catch of the day. It would mean that the
fisherman would have to go hungry for
the night and possibly the next day. The
incident left us humbled. Even though
that poor fisherman knew that he
lacked the means to entertain such a
large party of travellers, he went out of
his way to make sure that a meal was
provided for each of us!

As we slowly paddled away from the
boats, | heard a fisherman humming an
old familiar tune. A tune quite similar
but entirely different to the one our
boatman had sung earlier that day. As
the song grew fainter and the remaining
twilight vanished in darkness, myriads
of frogs, crickets and foxes started their
own orchestra. And I realised how
everything in the world of haor is
perfectly in tune.

[ quit
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light of my decision to retire, I hereby
also resign from all posts in the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party -- BNP.”

He handed over the resignation
letter on Wednesday to acting secretary
general of the party Mirza Fakhrul
[slam Alamgir, who accepted the letter.

One leader who was present at the
time said Fakhrul requested Shamsher
not to quit and asked him to talk over
his grievances with Khaleda on her
return, but Shamsher was firm on his
decision.

The former foreign secretary had
been looking after BNP's foreign
affairs and was known to be in good
terms with party top brass.

Though the decision came sud-
denly, he had been frustrated for quite
some time with the way Tarique, BNP
senior vice-chairman and also elder
son of Khaleda, had been imposing
decisions on senior leaders, especially
during their anti-government move-
ment, party sources said.

Asked if this was the case, Shamsher
told this correspondent, “Not atall.”

The resignation comes at a time
when the BNP is passing one of its
worst ever times since its formation in
1978.

Shamsher was foreign secretary
from 2001 to 2005 when the BNP was
in power. He served as the Bangladesh
ambassador to the US from 2006 to
2007. He joined the BNP in 2008 and
was made BNP chief's foreign affairs
adviser. He was made a vice-chairman
in the party's 2009 council.

Awami League Joint Secretary
Mahbubul Alam Hanif hailed his
decision to leave BNP, saying all
conscious people who upheld the
spirit of the Liberation War should do
$O.

The BNP did not formally make any
comment as to whether Shamsher's
resignation will come as a setback for
the party.

Contacted, party spokesperson
Asaduzzaman Ripon said there was
nothing to say when a person quit over
health reasons. “We will miss a party
man like Shamsher who played a vital
role for the party.”

Shamsher got released on bail on
May 22 after remaining in jail for four
and a half months in several cases filed
over violence during the BNP-led
opposition's nonstop blockade and
frequent hartals spread over three
months since early January. The vio-
lence claimed over 100 lives across the
country.

“People want to see fair politics.
They don't want politics of violence,
politics of oppression,” he told report-
ers at his residence in the city yesterday.

“l am in doubt like many others as
to how the present BNP can hold the
ideals and the thoughts of constructive
politics with which its founder late
president Ziaur Rahman founded the
party,” he added.

“There is a serious degradation in
politics now which is totally unex-
pected for all ... Politicians are making
many mistakes that people don't
expect. People want healthy politics;

they surely don't want the politics of
violence and repression.”

His relations with Khaleda and
Tarique started to suffer a strain after
his release from jail, sources said.

Since then, Shamsher, who is
considered a key party leader to main-
tain ties with the international com-
munities, remained almost inactive.

While he had a difference of opin-
ion about the party programmes,
Shamsher also had grievances about
the way the party high-ups, Tarique in
particular, behaved with him on
several occasions during the anti-
government programmes, according
to the sources.

One BNP leader said a telephone
conversation between Shamsher and
Tarique on the opposition's move-
ment in December last year also
indicated Tarique's “authoritarian
attitude” towards the freedom fighter,
who was awarded the gallantry award
Bir Bikram for his bravery.

In the conversation, Tarique was
heard trying to convince Shamsher not
to give any break in the opposition's
movement no matter who visited
Bangladesh at the time.

At one stage of the conversation,
Tarique expressed doubt that
Shamsher, among others, was in
favour of slowing down the move-
ment.

Sources said Shamsher was not
invited to the Iftar party the BNP
hosted for the diplomats on June 24.

He kept mum when this correspon-
dent asked him why he was not
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'Genocide occurred'
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Based on nearly a three-year investi-
gation, the 65-page analysis titled
“Persecution of the Rohingya
Muslims: Is Genocide Occurring in
Myanmar's Rakhine State?” provides
a summary of the circumstances
Rohingya have faced in Myanmar,

It then addresses the legal ele-
ments of genocide, assessing: 1)
whether the Rohingya are a protected
group under the terms of the
Genocide Convention; 2) whether
any of the acts enumerated in the
Convention's definition of genocide
have been committed; and 3)
whether these acts were performed
with the intent to destroy the
Rohingya group “in whole or in
part.”

The Clinic team, under the super-
vision of Yale Law School Clinical
Professor James Silk, concluded that
the available evidence strongly sug-
gests that each of the three elements
of genocide have been present in the
overall situation of Rohingya in
Rakhine State.

[Source: Yale News, Time.com and
Sky News|

Bangladeshi
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peacekeeping units.

"We wanted to make a film about
Muslim women who defy stereo-
types. These Bangladeshi women are
the breadwinners who go out from
their communities to leave the men
at home with the children.

"It's a role for women in that
region that we haven't heard much
about and these women do it effec-
tively. It's important for everyone to
see that," the directors said in a state-
ment today.

It took three years to make the
film during which both Geeta and
Sharmeen spent time with the
Bangladeshi women "at least a week
or week and a half every month" in
Haiti and Bangladesh.

"Sharmeen, my co-director and co-
producer, is based in Pakistan. So,
she covered most of what we shot in
Bangladesh and I handled the part in
Haiti because I'm based in New
York," Geeta said.

Five JMB men
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deputy commissioner's office, district
collector office and Government
Bangabandhu College on August 17,
2005 as part of JMB's series bomb
blasts in 63 districts across the country:.

Sirajul Islam, sub-inspector of
Gopalganj Sadar Police Station, filed
the case under the Explosive
Substances Act the same day.

Later on December 14, police
submitted a charge sheet against 12
people, including the five convicts, to
a Gopalganj court.

The government transferred the
case to the speedy trial tribunal in
Dhaka from the Gopalganj district
court in 2010 for its quick disposal.

Three other accused of the case --
JMB leaders Shaykh Abdur Rahman,
Siddiqul Islam alias Bangla Bhai and
Abu Taleb -- were acquitted as they
had been executed.

China ends
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since the ruling party embraced mar-
ket economics and opened up to the
rest of the world from the late 1970s.

The process has transformed the
livelihoods of hundreds of millions
of people and propelled the country
to global prominence.

But growth has been slowing for
several years, and analysts say the
party needs to embrace further
liberalisation to avoid falling into the
stagnation of the "middle income
trap", when developing countries fail
to fulfil their full potential.

The meeting reiterated the
Communist Party's goal to double
2010 GDP by 2020, as part of its aim
to achieve a "moderately prosperous
society” by the 100th anniversary of
the Communist Party's founding.

Arson charges
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connection with an arson attack on a
vehicle at Farmgate area during hartal
and pre-hartal violence, Mahmudur
was shown arrested in the lawsuit the
next month for his alleged role in
provoking the attack.

Mahmudur, now in jail, is facing
68 cases. In last three years, he did
not seek bail in any of them.

He was first detained on June 2,
2010, in a case filed for resisting his
arrest, assaulting law enforcers and
preventing them from performing
their duties in the capital.

Later in August, the Supreme
Court sentenced him to six months’
imprisonment and fined him Tk 1
lakh for contempt of court. He was
released on March 17 the next year.

He was arrested again in April,
2013 in connection with his alleged
role in publishing a Skype conversa-
tion between Justice Md Nizamul
Hug, the then chairman of
International Crimes Tribunal-1, and
Ahmed Ziauddin, an expatriate

| Bangladeshi legal expert.
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aimed at destabilising the

Another blast victim dies

The Daily Star that though
her uncle belonged to a
Sunni family, he would
visit Hossaini Dalan, the
centre of the country's
Shia community, regularly
and offer prayers for his
ailing mother.

In the early hours of
Saturday, 14-year-old
Sajjad Hossain Saju, also a
Sunni, was killed when three impro-
vised explosive devices (IED) were
hurled at a gathering before the
traditional Tazia procession was to be
brought out to mark the holy Ashura.

The attack was carried out following
the killings of Italian aid worker Cesare
Tavella in the capital's Gulshan on
September 28 and Japanese national
Kunio Hoshi in Rangpur on October 3.

Global terrorist outfit Islamic State
(IS) claimed responsibility for the
three incidents, according to US-based
SITE Intelligence Group.

Refuting the reported claims, the
government said there was no organi-
sational structure of IS in the country
and that those killings and attacks were

Jamal Uddin

government.

Investigators are yet to
make any headway in the
blast incident, let alone
arresting any suspect. This
is the first time that the
Shia community in
Bangladesh came under
such an attack.

About 87 people were
injured in the incident
and most of them returned home
after taking treatment. Though the
attack apparently targeted the Shia
community, most of the injured were
Sunni,.

According to investigators, five IEDs
were hurled as the police recovered
two unexploded devices at the crime
scene.

Meanwhile, Jamal's family mem-
bers said he lived on Riazuddin Road
in Old Dhaka with his mother Ayesha
Aktar. He has a daughter.

On the day of the incident, he went
there along with some family mem-
bers just to watch the Tazia procession
and was supposed to return home after
the procession, Brishti said.

Badal shown IFIC door
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“He has been fired from the IFIC
Bank's board as per section 46 of
the 1991 Banking Companies Act,”
a senior BB official told this corre-
spondent.

Now, Badal cannot be a director of
any other bank for three years.

He came under scanner for his
alleged involvement in the 2010
stockmarket scams.

In early 2011, the government
formed a committee led by former BB
deputy governor Khandker Ibrahim
Khaled to probe the scams.

According to the report, 12 people,
including Badal and his wife Shoma
Alam Rahman, and two organisations
swindled the share market out of Tk
460 crore.

According to IFIC Bank's website,
Badal was tasked with building special
relationships between the government
and the private sector, investing in new
and highly potential industrial sectors,
and introducing new products and
services to local industries.

People close to Badal said he rose to
prominence from humble beginnings,

and has close ties with the BNP,

He started his business by setting
up a securities company in the mid-
90s, and went from strength to
strength.

On many occasions, Badal was
included in official delegations led by
former prime minister Khaleda Zia
during foreign investment promotion
tours, says the website,

His industrial investments include
ceramics production, health care
consumer products, and a television
broadcasting company (Ntv). Other
interests include major share holdings
in different financial institutions, it
reads.

Badal is also known as a sports
organiser, particularly in cricket.
And he caused controversies in
sports too.

Badal, who formed cricket club
Legends of Rupganj, came under the
spotlight in December last year for his
outburst at Bangladesh Cricket
Control Board President Nazmul
Hassan and two other directors.

Later, he was banned from all
cricketing activities for life.

Situation improves
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81,000 died from TB last year, the
figure was 80,000 the previous year.

People diagnosed with TB in
Bangladesh stands at 6,40,000, which
was 6,30,000 the year before,

TB patients with HIV/AIDS in the
country are very low, just 1,110.

“The report shows that TB control
has had a tremendous impact in terms
of lives saved and patients cured,” said
WHO Director-General Margaret
Chanin a statement.

“These advances are heartening, but
if the world is to end this epidemic, it
needs to scale up services and, criti-
cally, invest in research.”

Worldwide, TB infections have
dropped 18 percent since 2000, which
is 1.5 percent every year.

Bangladesh aimed at reducing the
death rate associated with TB to 30 per
1,00,000, but it is now 51.

Mario Raviglione, director of
WHO's Global TB Programme, said
the world was still facing a burden of
4,400 people dying every day. This
year's report describes higher global
totals for new TB cases (9.6 millions)
than in previous years.

However, these figures reflect
increased and improved national data
and in-depth studies rather than any
increase in the spread of the disease.

More than half of the world's TB
cases (54 percent) were in China,
India, Indonesia, Nigeria and

Pakistan. Among new cases, an
estimated 3.3 percent have multidrug-
resistant TB, a level that has remained
unchanged in recent years.

The WHO highlighted the need for
close detection and treatment gaps, fill
funding shortfalls, and develop new
diagnostics, drugs and vaccines.

The report says Bangladesh's
National TB Programme budget is $48
million. Of it, less than 1 percent was
domestically funded, 70 percent
internationally funded and nearly 30
percent was unfunded.

A TB control expert in Bangladesh
said only 53 percent of TB infected
people were estimated to be diagnosed
while the others go undetected.

“It is because there is one TB detec-
tion centre for every 2,00,000 people
in Bangladesh. There should be one
such centre for every 1,00,000 people,”
he told The Daily Star.

“A primary reason for detection and
treatment gap is a major shortfall in
funding,” said Winnie Mpanju-
Shumbusho, WHO assistant director-
general for HIV, TB, malaria and
neglected tropical diseases.

This shortfall amounted to $1.4
billion this year,

In addition, an annual funding gap
of at least $1.3 billion must be filled
for research that would include the
development of new diagnostics,
drugs and vaccines, Winnie said.

'TMB leader
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Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB).

Rabbi, 21, along with four other
JMB suspects was nabbed by cops on
October 12 from different areas of
Pabna and Sirajganj, a week after three
youths tried to slit the throat of Sarkar
at his Schoolpara house in the district's
Ishwardiupazila.

The fifty-two-year-old pastor of
Faith Bible Church survived the
attempt on his life. He later received
treatment at Ishwardi Upazila Health
Complex and Pabna General Hospital
for minor injuries.

He filed an attempted murder case
with Ishwardi Police station on
October 5, accusing three unnamed
people.

Police said Rakibul, JMB com-
mander in Pabna, and Rabbi were
among the three attackers. The cops
were hunting for the other suspect
Mohammad Shakil,

Asked if Rakibul would be identi-
fied through an identification parade,

Liton Kumar Shaha, additional super-

remanded

intendent of Pabna police, yesterday
said they couldn't do it immediately as
they were busy with operating drives to
nab Shakil.

Law enforcers, however, claimed
that Sarkar identified Rabbi as one of
his attackers. The trio spent around an
hour with the pastor at his home a
couple of days before carrying out the
attack.

Meanwhile, Rakibul's family mem-
bers said they had no idea whatsoever
of his involvement with the JMB.

“My son is a gentle boy. He says
prayers five times a day. I've no idea
about how he got involved with the
JMB,” Rakibul's mother Azmira
Khatun told The Daily Star.

She said her son is an HSC student
at Debottar Degree College. However,
Principal Saidur Rahman of the college
could not confirm the statement.

According to cops, four other
arrested “JMB men” are now behind
bars in another case filed by police for
planning subversive activities.



