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The ruins of historic Mahasthangarh Bouddha Bihar as well as several other tourist spots in Bogra district now sees very

small number of visitors, unlike earlier times.

Bogra tourist spots see sharp
decline in visitor numbers

MAMUN-UR-RASHID WITH
ANDREW EAGLE

Bogra's famed archaeologi-
cal site Mahasthangarh used
to be busy on most days.
Tourists keen to imbibe the
atmosphere of one the
earliest urban settlements
discovered in Bangladesh
took photos, wandered,
contemplated and chatted.
But these days the site which
dates to at least the second
century BCE is often
deserted. As at Bogra's other
tourist sites, visitor numbers
are in sharp decline.

“Too many tourists used
to visit,” says local Sabed Ali,
86. "From the tourists we
could make a decent
income, but due to political
instability and the site's
decay, only a few arrive
nowadays.”

Promila Rany, a widow
from nearby Shibgonj says
she financed the living costs
of her three-member family

on providing services to
museum visitors over the
years. It's hardly possible
anymore.

According to records at
the custodian office of the
site museum, in 2014 tourist
visitors to Mahasthangarh
numbered 14,065 with a
further 113 from abroad,
while student visitors num-
bered 503. This year's num-
bers are drastically lower,
resulting in slim earnings
for the archaeology depart-
ment, a source said.

Low visitor numbers
have resulted partially from
the insecurity of the block-
ade earlier this year and
more recently from the
murders of two foreigners
which have solicited cau-
tion, effectively restricting
the movement of foreigners
about the country. A longer
term issue, however, is the
worsening condition of
Bogra's historical sites,
causing visitors to simply

lose interest.
As aresult, Bogra is at risk
of losing the bulk of its

tourism sector income
altogether.
Agide from

Mahasthangarh, tourists
used to head to Nabab
Palace, home to the only
Nabab in the northern
region during the British
era, and adjacent Karupalli
museum, in Bogra town.
Such a venture today will
leave any visitor disheart-
ened: Karupalli is no more
and the palace, also once a
museum, is in a very poor
state.

A housing company
meanwhile has been filling
the area with apartments
and business premises, with
a descendent of the Nabab
eager to sell the land. It
appears that despite the
wishes of many in Bogra's
civil society even the palace
itself may be sold.

Convener of one of the

district's citizen's associa-
tion Abdur Rahim says
programmes have been
conducted to advocate the
preservation of the district's
tourist sites but that in par-
ticular at locations such as
the Nabab Palace preserva-
tion goals have been
opposed by developer inter-
ests.

The Combined Cultural
Alliance meanwhile formed
a human chain at
Shatmatha in Bogra town
recently to demand the
nationalisation of the
Nabab Bari and Thomson
Hall, another site of histori-
cal importance in the town.

Nahid Sultana, regional
director of the archaeologi-
cal department responsible
for Rajshahi and Rangpur
divisions says the govern-
ment has been acquiring
properties of significance
within the constraints of
limited budgetary support.

CASE FOR TAKING BRIBE, BEATING HOUSEWIFE OVER VGD CARD

Woman UP member lands
in Gaibandha jail

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Ceaibandha

A Gaibandha court sent
Mahmuda Begum, 38, a
woman member of
Dhaperhat Union Parishad
in Sadullapur upazila of the
district, to jail on charge of
beating a pregnant house-
wife over allocation of VGD
card on Wednesday after-
noon.

Court Inspector of police
Enamul Huq said, accord-
ing to the prosecution,

Mahmuda Begum received
Tk 3,000 from housewife
Rasheda Begum of village
Gobindapur in Dhaperhat
union as bribe for allocation
ofaVGD card.

As Mahmuda did not
issue any card against
Rasheda despite repeated
reminders, she asked the UP
member to return the
money.

On June 24, Mahmuda
called Rasheda to her house
through wvillage police

Lakhan Sen, and beat her up
severely.

Sultan Mia, husband of
Rasheda Begum, filed a
case against Mahmuda
Begum and three others on
June 30.

The defence lawyer of
Mahmuda Begum filed a
bail petition before
Sadullapur cognisance court
of Judge Moniruzzaman
Sikder.

On submission of the
police report in this case, the

Request for Proposal (RFP)

JICA Bangladesh
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interested

Consultants/ Firms/ companies for “Survey on Emerging Middle
Income Class in Bangladesh”. All interested agencies may collect the
detail Terms of Reference and proposal related documents from
bd_oso_rep@jica.go.jp by a formal request between November 1-
5, 2015. Interested agencies are requested to submit their bids in
sealed envelopes to JICA Bangladesh Office, Bay’s Galleria, 3rd
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12th November, 2015 (4. PM).
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court issued arrest warrant
against Mahmuda last week.
She surrendered before the
court on Wednesday after-
noon and filed a bail peti-
tion.

On hearing, the court
rejected the bail petition
and sent Mahmuda to jail.
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By-polls to
Moulvibazar
JS seat Dec 8

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Moulribazar

The by-election in the
Moulvibazar-3 constituency
will be held on December 8,
the Election Commission
(EC) announced yesterday.

The seat fell vacant fol-
lowing the death of Social
Welfare Minister Syed
Mohsin Ali.

Voting will be held on
December 8 while the date
for filing nomination papers
is November 11. Nomination
papers will be scrutinised on
November 14 and aspirants
can withdraw from the race
by November 22,

Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Kazi
Rakib Uddin Ahmad
announced the election
schedule yesterday, said
Ezharul Haque, regional
election officer in Sylhet.

Mohsin Ali died on
September 14 while under
treatment in a Singapore
hospital.

BSF returns
body of
cattle trader

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Benapole

Indian Border Security Force
(BSF) returned the body of a
Bangladeshi cattle trader on
Wednesday night.

The victim, Manirul Islam,
23, son of Munsur Ali of
Balunda Village under
Benapole Port Port Police
Station, was shot dead on
Putkhali border early Tuesday.

Farid Uddin, in- charge of
BGB-23 Putkhali camp,
said the Indian border
guards of Angrail camp
opened fire on a group of
Bangladeshi cattle traders
while they were returning
home with cattle through
Putkhali border around
3:00am on Tuesday.

Manirul sustained bullets
and died instantly while others
managed to escape, he added.
Later, the Indian border guards
tookawaythe body.

Early potato farming
starts in Dinajpur

Farmers hope to recover losses incurred in
last two seasons

KONGKON KARMAKER,
Dyinajpur

Farmers of Dinajpur and
adjoining districts have
started cultivating early
variety potato with a hope of
good profit this year.

During and after the
harvesting periods in last
two seasons, farmers
incurred huge losses due to
non-stop countrywide
blockade and hartal
imposed by BNP and
Jamaat.

In last year, around 14.5
lakh tonnes of potato was
produced from 74,000
hectares of land in Dinajpur,
Thakurgaon and
Panchagarh districts,
according to the
Department of Agriculture
Extension’s (DAE) regional
office in Dinajpur.

But the huge yield turned
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a burden for a large number
of farmers as they could not
sell the produce due to
unavailability of transport
amid hartal and blockade
enforced by BNP and
Jamaat.

Early last year, many
growers left their potato on
the field to avoid further loss
due to transport cost, said
Azizul Haque of Nasipur
area.

“That time 1 sold potato
at Tk 1.5 per kg whereas my
production cost was Tk 7,"
said Nurul Islam of Raniganj
area under Dinajpur Sadar
upazila.

"But the affluent farmers
who stored their potato at
cold storages are now get-
ting healthy return as the
price jumped in last few
months. Now a kg of potato
is selling at Tk 30. This sea-

son I planted potato on five
acres of land at Ghugudanga
village in Dinajpur Sadar
upazila,” he said.

During a visit to different
places in Dinajpur, the
correspondent found the
farmers busy in cultivating
the potatoes.

Farmers said they started
planting the popular vegeta-
ble in early October and
hopefully the harvest will
start late November or early
December.

They demanded that the
government fix potato
prices, like that of paddy
and wheat.

Rifatul Islam, deputy
director of DAE in Dinajpur,
said they are suggesting the
farmers to cultivate early
variety of potatoes after
harvesting the early varieties
of paddy.

PHOTO: STAR

Farmers plant early variety of potato at a field of Ghugudanga village in Dinajpur Sadar
upazila that sees large-scale farming of the popular vegetable.

Four get life term for
murder in Netrakona

LINB, Netrakona

A court here yesterday sen-
tenced four people to life
imprisonment for killing a
man in Durgapur upazila of
the districtin 2009.

The lifers are Rahim
Uddin, 45, son of Asmat Ali,
Sabuj Miah, 40, son of Gias
Uddin, Kazimuddin, 35,
son of Amjad Ali and Diren
Sangma, 48, son of Faresh
Rangdi. They hail from
Baromari village in the
upazila.

The Court fined the con-
victs Tk 20,000 each, in
default they are to suffer two
years more in jail.

According to the prose-

cution, Satyaban Hajong, a
resident of Baromari vil-
lage, was beaten to death by
the four as a sequel to previ-
ous enmity on April 23,
2009.

Tushil Hajong, father of
the deceased, filed a mur-
der case with the police
station concerned on April
24, 2009, accusing the
four.

Police submitted
charge sheet in the case on
September 28, 2009. After
examining the records
and 15 witnesses,
Additional District and
Sessions Judge Abdul
Hamid pronounced the
verdict.

Studio programs.

the project are listed below.

Request for Proposal to
Conduct Baseline Survey at
04 (four) Pilot Sites Area of RRI-CCRIP

Agriculture Information Service (AlS) has received a fund from IFAD
through CCRIP, LGED to implement Rural Radio Initiative. A part of fund
will be used for services on baseline survey under the project. Proposal is
invited from reputed experienced qualified consulting firms having
competencies of conducting baseline survey on the general pattems of
radio listening, plus specific data on listener reactions to Community

01. Interested firm/company may obtain further information by applying to
the office address during normal office hours. The services required for

S Name of the Source of Indicative Indicative
project fund start date completion
date
01. Rural Radio | IFAD 14.10.2015 30-12-2015
Initiative

to 05:00pm.

GD-3433

2. Proposal shall be submitted on or before 13-10-2015 up to 2.00pm
sealed envelope delivered to the AIS, Khamarbari, Farmgate, Dhaka-
1215. The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject any or all
the proposal without assigning any reason whatsoever.

N.B:TOR for the assignment is available with the undersigned and you may
obtain it from the below mentioned addresses. AlS, 1st Building, 1st
Floor, Khamarbari, Farmgate, Dhaka-1215 during office hours- 09:00am

Director, Agriculture Information Service (AlS)

Mizanur Rahman
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