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isiting New: York City—the world's premier tourist

“destination, for the first tlme fett like a:dream

come true. After few more visits though,.| was no
_-Iunger enamored by the icons of this city: | wanted to get
off the beaten tourist path and my local friends helped me
by recommiending some surprisingly fun yet alternative

activities. Read on!
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Yoga to the people: If you're looking for an introduction
to Yﬂga while you are in New: York = look no further! This'
uniqueyoga studio aims to make yoga available for:
everyone, Foramere $5, you ‘|| get a-solid 90 minutes
yoga session along which covers mat/towel rental as well
asa bottle of water, Being the first timer, | found it

chal Ien_g:n_g, butalso pretty en joyable!
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will unduubted[y b & fin mght uut wﬁhuut breakrng the

bank. Many talented, up and coming stand-up comedians

come here to-hone their skills as well as entertaina
diverse crowd. If you're lucky; you might get to see:
people like Chris Rock:and Louis CK. While it was-a little
cramp; the quality of perfnrmanr:es and choice of food
and beverages made me a loyal fan.

Flea 'market: For those who are wondering what a flea
market is = it's an-outdoor market selling -old/used articles
and antiques; Touted as the “part of the sncral fabric of
NYC”~The Hell's Kitchen ﬂea market has a generous
collection of ;ewelrnegf paintings, clothes: and all kind of
randomstuff, You'll also be happy to find a number of
food trucks thatserve a decent variety of delicacies.

Trapeze lessons: “Forget Fear, Worry about the addiction”
— that's the motto people live by at the Trepeze School
New York. A two hour introductory lesson will set you
back $70 and get you all set for that dream circus job
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you've had. Beside from the obvious thrill of an action
sport, you'll get an extra kick from the majestic views, Just
like skydiving or hang—gltdmg, you'can choose to: get your

.....

photos taken by.a pro photographer (hi ghly

recommended).

.....

'Ilkemlnded peaple to get tugether ﬁ:tr acommon cause. If
you're bored or just looking for snmethmg new'—join.one;
of the:groups for fun-filled activities like pick up soccer;
salsa, networki ing for startups:and many more. You can
also'gotoja.Couch Surfmg meetup ‘which take place
almost: every weelk in the hip restaurants of the town.

NYCnever ¢eases to amaze me after all these trips . The:
ﬁéhﬁé:‘*’"ﬁﬂﬁibér*'ifjf"{h‘rﬁgé'ij?tji;: can do here is truly mind
boggling. So if you're done with:the well-known tourist

spots; yﬂu could have some different plans for the next

timeand makE the most out of your NYC tr:p'

The wnter is the Rusmess ﬂemfﬂpmenf Manager at Noman Gmup

away, replaced through numerous yéﬁrs‘ of

ago from that time; one could relish in
those traditions and practices.

aired in 1945 from All India Radio's Dhaka
entre; The show was hosted by Hakim'

Hakimwasan Unani physnclan Hewasa:
:pnlmclam a close associate of Nawab Sir
Khwaja Salimullah: Infact, if you go to

him.

‘manuscripts and coins.-A testament to this
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haka inmid-1900s was not a great
pla{:e to be. The glorious Mughal
" 'ways of life had by then waned
colonial British rule. Even half a century

A tribute to that bygone era was 'Dhaka,
Ajﬁe Panchas Baras Pahle!, a show: thatwas

Habibur Rahman (1881-1947).
‘He was a man who wore many hats.:

Ahsan Manzil, youwould see'a portrait of

'He was alse an avid collectorof old
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can befound inthe introduction of

historian:and archaeologist Dr Nalini

Kanta Bhattasali's catalugue on Hakim
‘Habibur Rahman's coin collection;

which he donated to a museum. ... io

‘ong is better fitted tu'tﬂiﬁpilé:thiS'

catalogue than the donor himself,” he

‘wrote.“But as his profession is 'herbs'
'-and mine 'coins’ he has wisely and

compassionately left the wnrk to'be
done by the professional, though;. [ am

sure; the man of "herbs! knows more
‘aboutold coins than the man of 'coins’

himself.”
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time. Hen{:e, today; when we read the
book, it is essentially about Dhaka more
than.a hundred years ago..

Topics include various foods; cuisines
and t:u]mary traditions of Dhaka, the:
different "tupis' (caps) people used to
wear, recreational activities, etc. This
book is very different from more or less
all the others about Dhaka from the:
perspective that it almost solely:

discusses Dhaka from a lifestyle

perspective (food, fashion, etc.);
~ Hakim Habibur Rahman was also/a:
littérateur. At the young age'of 13,.when

“The radio show was published in

bookform in the year 1949, The book;
‘named Dhaka Panchas Baras Pahle
(Dhaka 50 years ago), has been
translated to Béngali by Dr Mohammad
'Rezaul Karim:

Today, itisan invaluable primary

'source of information for historians

-'-w{::rkmg on Dhaka; The book is a rather
thinione, and it is/quite an easy read. It is
broken down in'small chapters —
‘episodes of the radio programme.

One glance at'the contents section

‘will tell vou that the book deals with
_'Ilfestyle of Dhaka in late 1800s/early

19005 in-the time-of the: radio

‘programme; Hak[m Habibur Rahman
'spokeof Dhaka 50 years ago;from that

Nawab Ahsanullah passed away; he

wrote a poem as a tribute to him. In
1906, under his editorship; the first
monthly Urdu periodical in Dhaka;
named Al'Masriq, was published;

With so many accomplishments, he
had left behind many rich legacies.
‘Dhaka Panchas Baras Pahle’ isione of

them =an important one; for that matter:

The book is very rare, Look for it
whenever you are in Nil Khetand in
Aziz Supermarket You might geta copy

if you're lucky. Bt if you'are impatient
and {:Urmmty has taken over, visit the

library ‘of Asiatic Society of Bangladesh.
You cannot borrow;unless:you are a
member, but the library is:open for
everyone to.come; sit-and read.



