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Alibaba lobbies to stay off
US blacklist for fakes

REUTERS, Shanghai

Chinese e-commerce giant Alibaba
Group Holding Ltd is lobbying hard
to stay off the US Trade Represen-
tative's blacklist after coming under
renewed pressure this year over
suspected counterfeits sold on its
shopping platforms.

Re-inclusion on the USTR's
annual list of the world's most "no-
torious markets" for sales of pirated
and counterfeit goods, while not
carrying direct penalties, would be a
blow to the company's efforts to
shed perceptions that its sites are
riddled with fakes and that its anti-
piracy policies are inadequate. It
could also hurt Alibaba's belea-
puered share price.

Two Alibaba sites - the business-
to-business platform Alibaba.com
and the hugely popular Taobao
Marketplace - were on the USTR's
"Notorious Markets" list from 2008.
Alibaba.com was removed in 2011.
Taobao was taken off in 2012 tor its
“notable efforts" to work with
rightholders to clean up the site.

On September 10, the USTR
called for public input as it formu-
lates its latest list, expected in the
coming months. At least three
industry bodies have publicly
responded with criticism of
Alibaba, alleging counterfeits
remain widespread on its sites and

B rpempd npE

REUTERS/FILE

People ride a double bicycle past a logo of the Alibaba Group at the com-
pany's headquarters on the outskirts of Hangzhou, Zhejiang province.

that the company is difficult to work
with or inefficient when seeking
redress.

The company's new government
affairs chief, Eric Pelletier, who took
up the post in June, has sent two
formal letters to the USTR this
month, including a rebuttal of the
industry group criticism.

Last week, Pelletier and an
Alibaba lawyer met with an inter-
agency working group coordinated
by the USTR to discuss Alibaba's
anti-counterfeit efforts, a source
with knowledge of the matter said.

In his letters, Pelletier says

Alibaba has gone above and beyond
in dealing with the problem, but
that primary responsibility for
policing and deterring infringe-
ments rests with brand owners,
according to copies seen by Reuters.
He said the company had made it
easier this year for brands to remove
listings of suspected fakes while
toughening penalties for merchants
who violate company policies.
"When you step back and look at
our overall efforts to combat illicit
activities, our track record is clear.
We are certainly not perfect, and we
have a lot of hard work ahead of

us...we will continue to do every-
thing we can to stop these activi-
ties," he wrote.

Others think Alibaba should do
more.,

The American Apparel and
Footwear Association pressed the
USTR to re-instate Taobao on the
blacklist due to Alibaba's "unwill-
ingness to make serious reforms”
and failure to address the organisa-
tion's concerns.

The AAFA opposed the de-listing
of Taobao in 2012, but had not
recommended re-listing the site
until now, AAFA spokeswoman
Catherine Michael said. Four years
of talks "were not productive and
did not lead to progress of fixing the
problem”, she said.

Alibaba says the AAFA has
refused recent requests to meet to
discuss the concerns.

The Trademark Working Group,
which includes some Fortune 500
and other major brands, and
ANDEMA, a Spanish anti-
counterfeiting association, that
counts 70 companies including
Levi's and Camper among its mem-
bers, also criticised Alibaba's pro-
cesses for removing suspected list-
ings of fakes.

Several brands contacted by
Reuters, including Burberry and
Adidas, declined to comment
directly on the issue.

Business ties herald 'golden
era' as China's Xi visits UK

AFP, London

Chinese President Xi Jinping begins a four-
day visit to Britain on Tuesday in which
human rights issues are to be eclipsed by
lavish ceremony and hardnosed business
talk heralding a "golden era" in ties,

An Asian superpower with deep pockets
and international ambitions on one side
and a European financial hub keen on
attracting investment on the other -- the
scene is set fora UK-China love story.

But Prince Charles will not attend an
official banquet hosted by Queen
Elizabeth Il in what is being seen as a snub
by the Dalai Lama-friendly heir to the
throne.

And Jeremy Corbyn, the outspoken
new leader of the opposition Labour Party,
could also ask Xi some tough guestions
about dissidents and media censorship.

But these concerns are likely to remain
secondary as Britain rolls out the red car-
pet for Xi, who will get a carriage ride to
Buckingham Palace and will address
British parliamentarians at the Houses of
Parliament.

Xiis bringing along a retinue of bankers
and businessmen which could include
Jack Ma, the founder of Chinese e-
commerce giant Alibaba, and a string of
contracts are expected to be signed during
the visit.

The state visit is the first since then-
president Hu Jintao came in 2005 and
both British Prime Minister David
Cameron and China's ambassador to
London, Liu Xiaoming, have said it will
herald a "golden era” in relations.

Britain "is becoming the leader in

Europe and indeed in the West" in its
relations with China, Xiaoming said,
while Cameron lauded increased trade
ties.

"We encourage investment, and China
is investing more in Britain now than
other European countries,” Cameron told
Chinese state television.

Economics professor Ivan Tselichtchev,
an expert on Asia, said burgeoning rela-
tions between the two countries are led by
a business rationale,

"The UK is effectively the only
European country showing a strong politi-
cal will to attract 'China money' into infra-
structure projects,” he said.

"In broader terms, perhaps more than
any other major developed nation, the UK
values the business dimension in its rela-
tionship with Beijing."

Chinese sovereign wealth funds, state
enterprises and, increasingly, private com-
panies are buying up British firms and
land, creating joint ventures with local
partners or setting out on their own in
Britain -- a bridgehead to continental
European markets.

Michael Gestrin, an economist at the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD), has calculated
that China has accounted for some %70
billion (62 billion euros) in mergers and
acquisitions in Britain since 2008.

Some of China's purchases have been
striking on a symbolic level -- like the
takeover of the company that makes tradi-
tional London taxis.

But investments in infrastructure are
more impressive and promise to grow
further.

Volkswagen considers cutting
temporary worker numbers

REUTERS, Berlin

Volkswagen is considering a reduc-
tion in temporary workers as part of
efforts to offset the cost of the emis-
sions scandal, the car maker's works

council said on Saturday.

A spokesman for the council, a

within the company, said it would
support efforts to secure temporary
jobs but was aware the company's
board was discussing "different sce-

narios”.

Volkswagen said in a statement
that the outlook for its employment

whole.

be a reasonable option,”

September deliveries for its core autos
division and the 12-brand group as a

"If employment declines tempo-
rarily, shortened working hours will
VW said,
adding that the executive board was
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levels and sales were unpredictable,

doing everything it could to secure

grouping of labour representatives

having on Friday reported lower

jobs.

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

Bangladesh Police

Police Telecom & Information Management Head Quarters
Police Telecom Bhaban, Rajarbagh, Dhaka.

Invitation for Local Tenders
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| Ministry/Division Ministry of Home Affair's

2 Agency Bangladesh Police

3 Procuring Entity Name DIG (T &IM) (Bangladesh Police) Police Telecom & Information Management
= Droizing Eaify Cole s e e et
5 Procuring Entity District N/A

6 Invitation for Tender Goods Multi lot

7 Invitation Ref No P-605/12-2004/2015-2016/ BTY-Charger/3648/Betar
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15 Tender Package Name i

16 Tender Publication Date
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17 Tender Last Selling Date

08-11-2015

09-11-2015 1100
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18 Tender Closing Date and Time LT TGS (ﬁmﬂ atreffHrg et

19 | Tender Opening Date and Time 09-11-2015 1130 AM i )
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- Seiling Tender Document (Principal) Addl, SP (Admin & Telecom), T&IM, Rajarbagh, Dhaka-1217 e 14 0.¢o AFTS TR (53 )

- Selling Tender Document (Others)
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AIG (Supply), Police HQ, Dhaka.
__| DC (Logistic & Procurement), DMP, Dhaka.
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22 Eligibility of Tenderer

29-10-2015

The bidders should have valid Trade License, should be financially solvent, Income Tax
payee, should have the legal capacity to enter in to the contract, qualified staff and
equipment, shouldn’t be blacklisted and Bankrupt. Other terms and condition as per
tender document.

- Opening Tender Document Police Telecom & Information Management, Rajarbagh, Dhaka-1217 I
21 Place / Date / Time of Police Telecom & Information Management, Rajarbagh, Dhaka-1217
Pre-Tender Meeting (Optional)

Police Telecom & Information
Management,  Rajarbagh,
Dhaka

1LOOAM

23 Brief Description of Goods or Works

Purchase of Maintenance free Gel Battery, ACPSU & Electric Goods for
RepairMaintenance of Radio Equipment for Bangladesh Police.

24 Brief Description of Related Services

N/A

25 | Price of Tender Document (Tk)
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29000000 (Two

Lot-1: Purchase of Maintenance free Gel Battery for Police Telecom & Information
Repair/Maintenance of Fixed Set & Repeater. Management, Rajarbagh, Dhaka. Lac Ninety
Thousand) only
2 Lot-2: Purchase of ACPSU for RepairMaintenance of Fixed Set & | Police Telecom & Information 1,50,000.00 90 Days
Repeater. Management, Rajarbagh, Dhaka. (One Lac Fifty
Thousand) only
3 Lot-3: Purchase of Charger for Repair/Maintenance of Heavy Police Telecom & Information L70.000.00  (One 90 Days
Duty Battery, Management, Rajarbagh, Dhaka. Lac Seventy
Thousand) only
4 Lot-4 ; Purchase of Electric Goods for Equipment Maintenance. Police Telecom & Information 4.000.00 (Four 90 Days
Management, Rajarbagh, Dhaka Thousand) onl
27 Name of Official Inviting Tender Md. Nawsher Ali, PPM
28 Designation of Official Inviting Tender DIG (T&IM) Bangladesh Police, Dhaka-1217
29 Address of Official Inviting Tender Police Telecom & Information Management, Rajarbagh, Dhaka-1217
30 Contact details of Official Inviting Tender Phone: 9349441 Fax: 9344504 digtim{@ipolice.gov.bd

3l The Procuring Entity reserves the right to reject all tenders or annul the Tender proceedings

GD-3341

Police Telecom & Information Management
Bangladesh Police, Rajarbagh, Dhaka.

(Md. Shofiqul Islam)
SP (Admin & Telecom)
On Behalf of DIG (T&IM)

Ph: 9332395 Fax: 9344504,
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