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In the history of the Silk Road, many renowned peo-
ple left their footprints on this most historically
important trade route, including eminent diplomats,
generals and great monks, such as Zhang Qian, Ban
Chao, Ban Yong and Fu Jiezi, Gan Ying, Xuanzang

and Marco Polo.
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SILK ROAD

From the 2nd century BC to the end of the 14th century AD, a great trade
route originated from Chang'an (now Xian) in the east and ended at the
Mediterranean in the west, linking China with the Roman Empire. Because
silk was the major trade product which travelled on this road, it was named
the Silk Road in 1877 by Ferdinand von Richthofen — a well-known German
geographer. This route not only circulated goods, but also exchanged the
splendid cultures of China, India, Persia, Arabia, Greek and Rome.

SILK ROAD IN DIFFERENT

DYNASTIES

This route was opened up by Zhang
Qian in the Western Han Dynasty and
the routes were gradually formed
throughout the Han Dynasty. This trade
route spent its childhood and gradually
grew up in this dynasty. With the estab-
lishment of the Tang Dynasty, this
famous trade route reached its most
prosperous stage in history. During the
reign of Yuan Dynasty, it experienced its
last flourishing period.

WESTERN HAN DYNASTY

(206 BC-24 AD)

From 139 to 129 BC, Zhang Qian set
out on his journey to the Western
Regions twice, pioneering the world-
famous route. Several successful wars
against the Huns were commanded by
Wei Qing and Huo Qubing, which
removed obstacles along this trade
route.

EASTERN HAN DYNASTY

(25 BC-220 AD)

Ban Chao and Ban Yong conducted
several expeditions to the Western

Regions to suppress rebellions and re-
established the Protectorate of the
Western Regions, ensuring peace and
trade along this important route.
TANG DYNASTY (618AD-907AD)
With the establishment of the Tang
Dynasty and great prosperity during
this time, the road rose to its most
flourishing period in history. Before the
Anshi Rebellion (755-762) in the Tang
Dynasty, this road experienced its
"Golden Age" of development.

YUAN DYNASTY (1271-1368)
Along with the growth of the
Mongolian Empire and the establish-
ment of the Yuan Dynasty, the route
regained its vigor and became prosper-
ous once again. It enjoyed the last
glorious era during this period. In 1271,
the great Mongolian ruler Kublai Khan
established a powerful Mongol Empire
- Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368) at Dadu
(the present Beijing). The Mongol
Empire destroyed a great number of
toll-gates and corruption of the Silk
Road; therefore passing through the
trade route became more convenient,
easier and safer than ever before.
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A TRIP TO KASHGAR

MAHBUB MORSHED

The September sky was cloudy and it was driz-
zling. But the bad weather could hardly dampen
the spirits of the hordes of tourists. With sheer
surprise, they were gazing at the gigantic walls
that encircle parts of the centuries-old town in
Kashgar, which had been at the heart of the
ancient Silk Road. A huge gate was wide open to
welcome the tourists coming this way in the
westernmost part of China.

Once inside, the visitors are instantly drawn to
the beautifully decorated buildings on both sides
of the roads. Those structures have strong resem-
blance to Muslim architecture, as almost all
inhabitants of the town are Muslims and come
from Uyghur ethnic minority.

The buildings look strikingly new for an old
town. The streets are wider compared to those
seen in old towns.

“Most of these buildings were renovated over
the last few years under the Chinese government’s
initiative, as the old ones were prone to earth-
quake. Utmost care was taken to redecorate them,
keeping the original designs intact,” said Ms
Aysha, one of the guides.

The old mud-brick houses have been replaced
by new colourful ones with decorated windows
and wooden doors. It became easier for the visi-
tors to move around, as the weather got better
within a short time.

A few hundred metres right to the town's East
Entrance, there is a museum dedicated to Seljuqg
satirical Sufi Nasreddin Hodja. It appears his
stories had travelled all the way from Turkey. The
two-storey museum has sculptures of the wise
man and his donkey, puppets and funny draw-
ings.

Clad in colourful clothes, around half a dozen
mid-aged Uyghur women were having breakfast
at an open space. The menu was way too ordinary
-- plain tea and bread. With big smiles, they
invited some tourists to break bread with them.

Uyghur people are well-known for hospitality
and friendliness towards travellers. Even to this
day exist some of the inns where merchants and
wanderers could spend the night and have their
horses and camels fed while passing through the
ancient Silk Road ages ago.

At that time, many Uyghur families opened
inns at their houses to cater for merchants and
travellers alike.

One such shelter, Old-Style Inn, still stands. It
is a humble place and the sleeping arrangements
are very simple. There are six or eight small beds
in each room and one can spend the night here
for a price as low as 10 Yuan (Tk 125). As in the
past, the inn serves food to the clients for a low
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price.

In the late 13th century, famed Venetian
explorer Marco Polo travelled through Kashgar
and was greatly moved by its beauty and charm.

In his memoirs, he wrote, “Kashgar is a region
lying between north-east and east, and consti-
tuted a kingdom in former days, but now it is
subject to the Great Khan ... There are a good
number of towns and villages, but the greatest
and finest is Kashgar itself.

“The inhabitants live by trade and handicrafts;
they have beautiful gardens and vineyards, and
fine estates, and grow a great deal of cotton. From
this country many merchants go forth about the
world on trading journeys ... The territory

extends for five days' journey.”

For centuries, the old town had been famous
for its bustling bazaars. And still today, it lives up
to its reputation,

There are hundreds of shops on both sides of
the major roads, selling a wide range of goods.
You can buy from top-quality spices to handi-
crafts here.

The Flowerpot Bazaar is a great place to start
with. It is well-known for its clay products that
are skilfully made by Uyghur potters using tradi-
tional methods.

You can also take a walk to the Katman Bazaar
where you will find many blacksmiths giving
shapes to iron bars,

There is a market solely for hats that have a
special place in the lives of Uyghur people. Be it a

man or a woman, almost all members of the
community love to wear hats. The difference is
that hats made for women are usually more
colourful than the ones for men. You can get the
right one for you from hundreds of hats. The
prices could vary from 50 to 500 Yuan depending
on their quality.

And when it comes to showcasing their cul-
ture, the Uyghurs never shy away from giving a
visitor a taste of their music and dance.

Now and then, some of the town's neighbour-
hoods arrange cultural programmes for the tour-
ists, said one of the guides.

She was immediately proved right. A group of
child artists were doing stunts while juggling with
big hats right in front of the Uyghur Medicine
Clinic. Once they were done, around half a dozen
beautiful Uyghur girls in traditional dress came
out of a nearby building. They started dancing to
the rhythmic tune of a Uyghur song, leaving the
audience enthralled.

A trip to Kashgar is incomplete until you visit
the “Hundred Year Old Tea House" near
Ustangbuyi Road. On the first floor of the two-
storey teashop, several big divans are set up so
that customers can sit together comfortably, sip

tea and have long chats. Tasty bread is also served
here with tea.

Next to the teashop, many small restaurants
sell delicious Shish Kebabs and Naan, a must-
have dish for any foreign visitor. Around a hun-
dred yards from the sprawling market lies the
famous Id Kah, one of largest mosques in China,
which draws around 10,000 Muslim devotees
every Friday. Painted in yellow, the main entrance
overlooks a huge square. There are two minarets
on its both sides of the main gate while a third
one adorns a big dome in the middle. One has to
cross a yard with big trees before reaching the
Hall of Prayer. Carpets are laid out on the floor of
the hall that has hundreds of dark green pillars.
All its windows painted in light green have exqui-
site carvings.

Fitted with carved wooden beams, the white
ceiling looks elegant. Beautiful chandeliers hang-
ing from the ceiling added to its beauty.

It took quite a while to walk from the Hall to
the square where people were hanging out. From
there, you could hit the main road and take a bus
Or a taxi to go to your destination in the city.
Once out of the old town, you would feel that
you have stepped into a different world. High-rise
buildings, huge shopping malls and luxury cars
on the streets are a stark contrast to the life in the
old town, Like other cities of China, Kashgar is
bracing for rapid urbanisation. But being at the
heart of the Silk Road, the city will always be
worth a visit, no matter what.




