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SCHOOLGIRL KILLING

Killer Bikram
confesses
crime

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

A university student accused of stab-
bing a schoolgirl to death in front of
her school confessed to his crime at a
court yesterday.

Bikram Chandra Sarker, a BBA
student of Gono Bishwabidyalay,
gave a confessional statement before
the court of Senior Judicial Magistrate
in Gazipur.

Quoting Bikram, 22, police said he
planned the murder after the girl
turned down his proposal for love.

The victim, Kabita Das, 15, a class-
X student of Bijoy Sarani High
School, was the daughter of Sagar
Moni Das, a resident of Rabraban
village in Dhamrai upazila.

Bikram used to stalk her on her
way to school, said police.

Kabita's family alleged that they
brought the matter to the notice of
the local public representative, but
the representative did not take any
steps in this regard.

Later, family members started
accompanying Kabita to and from
school.

On Tuesday, when the girl came
out of the school during lunch break
at 1:00pm, Bikram swooped on her
with a knife and stabbed her indis-
criminately, leaving her critically
injured, police said, quoting wit-
nesses.

Kabita was taken to Kaliakoir
Upazila Health Complex, where
doctors declared her dead.

The victim's father filed a murder
case against Bikram with Kaliakoir
Police Station that night.

Kaliakoir Police Station Sub-
Inspector Mohammad Rasel, also the
investigation officer of the case, said
locals caught Bikram and gave him a
good beating before handing him
over to the police.

Myanmar woman
arrested over
Facebook post

on military

AFP, Yangon

A female Myanmar opposition activ-
ist has been arrested over a satirical
Facebook post about the military,
officials said yesterday, in the latest
crackdown against free speech in the
former junta-ruled country.

There have been growing concerns
over the repression of civil liberties in
the nation in recent months as it
gears up for landmark general elec-
tions on November 8.

Chaw Sandi Tun, 25, was arrested in
Yangon on Monday after questioning
the similarity of the colour of the new
uniform for army officers with that of a
"longyi" (traditional skirt) worn by
National League for Democracy (NLD)
leader Aung San Suu Kyi.

“They (the military) like wearing
the same colour as the longyi worn
by mother Suu," said the post
beneath photographs showing army
chief General Min Aung Hlaing and
military officers dressed in a similar
vivid green to Suu Kyi.

Agencies empowered
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Commission filed a number of money
laundering cases against many individ-
uals, and found proof that the accused
had siphoned off money abroad.

But the money could not be brought
back due to complex legal procedures.

The new provision provides scope
for confiscating a launderer's money or
property here equal to the value of the
money he sent abroad illegally, added
the official.

The amended law has made
Bangladesh Financial Intelligence Unit
(BFIU) an independent body by sepa-
rating it from Bangladesh Bank.

The BFIU will have a separate office
at the central bank and a full-time chief
executive with the status of a deputy
governor of Bangladesh Bank.

A selection committee headed by
the BB governor will choose the chief
executive to be appointed by the gov-
ernment.

The previous practice was that the
BB governor picked one of his deputies
as BFIU chief executive, who per-

formed the new responsibilities in
addition to his duties of a deputy gov-
ernor.

As per the ordinance, the chief exec-
utive will need permission from the BB
governor on administrative matters
such as appointment of officials at the
BFIU,

The chief executive will also have to
take prior approval from the govern-
ment on various issues, including for-
mulation and implementation of
guidelines and the policy to prevent
money laundering and terror financing.

Officials and employees of the
central bank and government agencies
could be assigned to work for the BFIU
on deputation as per requirement,

In August, Banking Division
Secretary M Aslam Alam said Financial
Action Task Force, a global money-
laundering watchdog, had recom-
mended that the government make the
BFILI stronger.

Accordingly, the finance ministry
made a move to turn the intelligence
unitinto an independent entity.

Police playing

FROM PAGE 1

Asked why they were not taking actions
against Fareez, he said police could not
press charges until the victims or their
families file any complaint.

The OC also claimed to this paper
that the injured had given the police
written statements that they would not
press charges.

However, the family of one of the
victims refuted the claim,

"We haven't given any such state-
ment," said Shapla Begum, wife of
Rafiqul Islam, one of the injured.

Families of the other victims could
not be reached for comments.

A legal expert, meanwhile, contra-
dicted what OC Sirajul said to defend
police inaction.

"A case must be filed if a person
with no driving licence drives a car and
injures people by committing an acci-
dent," said Supreme Court lawyer
Khurshid Alam Khan.

"Even if the victims cannot file a
case, police can do it on their own.”

Though the case could be filed
under section 304 (b) of the Penal
Code, Fareez would be tried at the
Juvenile Court under the Children Act
since he was under 18, he said.

If found guilty, the teenage boy may
face maximum three years' imprison-
ment or fine or both, said the lawyer,
also editor of Dhaka Law Report.

Fareez rammed the sports utility
vehicle he was driving into two rick-
shaws on Monday afternoon. Two
rickshaw pullers, a passenger and a
pedestrian were injured in the inci-
dent.

Shapla Begum also rejected the
claim of a police official on Tuesday
that the injured had cut a deal with
Fareez's family:.

"My husband is critically hurt. My
immediate concern is to see him alive.
There is no question of reaching any
sort of understanding with anyone at
this stage," she told The Daily Star over
the phone last night.

She would "think" about lodging
complaints against Fareez once her
husband was out of danger, she added.

Lawyer Khurshid Alam thinks
there's no scope for any deal between
the victims and the offender "as it is

not a compoundable offence.”

"It is the duty of the police to arrest
him," hesaid.

A friend of Fareez, meanwhile, told
this paper that Fareez was filming himself
on his phone while driving the SUV and
sending selfies to his friends through
photo-messaging app Snapchat.

The friend, who wished anonymity,
also provided this paper with what he
claims are the copies of some of the pho-
tos. The Daily Star, however, could not
independently verify their authenticity.

Circular rail
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within the government's next three
year tenure as we hope to complete all
projects within this time."

With completion of the Padma
bridge, a new rail line will be constructed
from the capital's Gendaria to Vanga to
Faridpur under a project called Padma
Rail Link First Phase in support with a
Chinese company. A new railway bridge
will also be constructed parallel to the
Bangabandhu Multipurpose Bridge over
Jamuna River.

Other rail lines will be built for
different routes including Dohazari in
Chittagong to Cox's Bazar; Mongla to
Khulna, Ishwardi to Pabna and
Kashiani to Gopalganj.

A total of 250 coaches will be
included in the existing services next year
aiming to improve passenger carrying
capacityAround 70 engines will be
added and level crossing gates across the
country will be renovated, he said.

The entire rail line from Dhaka to
Chittagong will be upgraded into a dou-
ble lane soon. Around 80 percent of this
work has already been completed. In
addition a speedy express railway will be
run from Dhaka to Chittagong,

The authorities will replace torn and
dirty chairs, improve toilet and food facili-
ties in trains, he said adding that the coun-
try's entire rail network will be upgraded
intodoublelane in phases.

"Our resources are limited. We are
trying to provide quality service within
these limited resources," he said.

Regarding the railway's land recov-
ery from illegal occupiers, the minister
said a drive is ongoing to evict illegal
occupiers.
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Cops close
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Kunio Hoshi was shot
dead in a similar manner
in Rangpur.
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On the occasion, Lifebuoy
launched an awareness campaign
fashioned “Lifesaver Volunteer
Programme” to inspire the school
children to learn the proper way of
hand washing and its significance.

Lifebuoy aims at changing the
hand washing behaviour of one
billion of its global consumers by
2020, said its officials in a presenta-
tion.

Anybody can take part in the
Lifebuoy Lifesaver Volunteer
Programme by just spending an
hour to help children make hand
washing with soap a habit.

Under an ongoing Lifebuoy
School of Five programme, the
volunteers would help schoolgoers
become accustomed to the practice of
washing their hands fives times:
before having breakfast, lunch, and
dinner, after using the toilet, and
once while having their baths.

The Lifebuoy initiative is not
only intended for selling its soap
products but it would help build
public awareness on the importance
of washing hands as well, said emi-
nent artist Mustafa Monowar.

Bringing in human welfare to
business makes it humane, said
noted theatrical personality and
chairman of Asiatic 3Sixty Aly Zaker.

Adcom Ltd Chairperson Geeteara
Safiya Chowdhury and Unilever
Bangladesh Ltd Brand Building
Director Zaved Akhtar were present at
the event.

BFSN BRIEFING

Stressing the need for washing
hands properly, speakers at a press
briefing yesterday said even though
people around the world wash hands,
not all of them use soaps.

They also said washing hands
properly could bring down the
infections of diarrhoeal diseases by
half and pneumonia by a third.

Bangladesh Food Safety Network
(BESN) organised the press confer-
ence at Dhaka Reporters' Unity to
announce its programme on World
Handwashing Day today.

This year's theme for Global
Handwashing Day is “Raise a hand
for hygiene”,

Quoting the World Health
Organisation (WHO) and the
Unicef, SM Morshed Alam, member
of BFSN, said millions of children
under five die from diarrhoea and
pneumonia.

In a bid to make children aware
of the necessity of washing their
hands properly, BESN would hold
hand-washing programmes in 12
districts.

There would also be rallies and a
seminar at the Rajdhani High
School in Dhaka.

Thieves net £20m
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“If you imagine thieves making lots of
little transactions, rather than one big
one, itis more likely to go unnoticed."

The Dridex Trojan infected comput-
ers through a malicious Microsoft
Office document, typically disguised
as an invoice and emailed to victims.

The malware relied on tricking
people into installing it on their
machines, rather than exploiting a
security hole in the operating system.

It would then eavesdrop on people
entering their bank account details and
send the information back to the attackers.

"Banks have software running con-
stantly in the background looking for
suspicious transactions, but criminals
are adopting patterns that are not
flagged up, " said Prof Woodward.

"With thousands of computers
infected, they only need to take a small
amount from each bank account and
suddenly they've got millions."

The NCA said it was trying to "sink-
hole" the Trojan - working with
internet service providers to divert the
software's attempts to "phone home"
with stolen bank account details.

The US Department of Justice said
on Tuesday that a Moldovan man,
Andrey Ghinkul, had been arrested in
Cyprus in August and the United States
was seeking his extradition.

The FBI encouraged people to use
anti-virus software to help protect their
computers.

"All the usual advice applies,” said
Prof Woodward. "Don't open unex-
pected email attachments, even if they
appear to be from the bank.

"And check your bank statement for
suspicious transactions. Query any-
thing you don't understand, even if it's
a small amount, as criminals may be
taking a small amount from millions
of other people.”

Mojaheed, SQ Chy seek
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Sources at the attorney general's office
said two applications will be filed with
the SC within a few days for fixing dates
for hearings of the review petitions.

Talking to reporters after filing the
review petitions, Khandker Mahbub
Hossain, principal counsel for both the
convicts, said his clients sought recon-
sideration of the 5C judgments on the
ground that they were sentenced for
“offences committed by others”.

If the statements of witnesses are
properly examined, the death penalties
of the two will be scrapped, the lawyer
told newsmen at the auditorium of
Supreme Court Bar Association.

He said many countries have abol-
ished the death sentence as capital
punishment. “Even the United
Nations has said the death penalty as a
punishmentis inhuman.”

Khandker Mahbub said they will
pray to the SC to consider their review
appeals on humanitarian grounds.

Fresh evidence hasbeen included in the
review petition of Mojaheed showing that
the infamous Al-Badr force was operated
and led by Pakistan military in 1971 and
therefore, “Mojaheed, as a civilian, was not
its commander”, he mentioned,

The SC on June 16 upheld the death
penalty of Mojaheed, chief of Al-Badr,
for planning and instigating the killings
of intellectuals and professionals at the
fagend of the 1971 Liberation War.

The lawyer claimed Salauddin had
been studying at Punjab University in
Pakistan during the war and therefore,
he was not involved in any crimes
against humanity:.

Shishir Manir, another lawyer for
Mojaheed, told The Daily Star that the
38-page review petition of the Jamaat
secretary general cited 32 grounds for
consideration of his prayer.

The list of Al-Badr and other collab-
orating forces “didn't mention the

name of Mojaheed”. The list along with
the probe report was submitted to the
war crimes tribunal by the investigat-
ing officer of the case, he claimed.

Huzzatul Islam, another lawyer for
Salauddin, told this newspaper that his
client's 108-page review petition men-
tioned 10 grounds for consideration of
his petition.

Meanwhile, Attorney General
Mahbubey Alam hoped the death pen-
alties of the two convicts will be upheld
after the review of the SC verdicts.

He said scope for upholding review
petitions in criminal cases is very lim-
ited.

The two applications for fixing
dates for hearings of the review peti-
tions will be put before the SC cham-
berjudge on October 20, added Alam.

The SC upheld the capital punish-
ment of the two convicts in June and
July after hearing their appeals against
the verdicts of the war crimes tribunal.

The International Crimes Tribunal
issued execution warrants for the two
on October 1, a day after the SC
released the full verdicts.

3 charges
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Mizanur Rahman Mintu, 63.

TWO MOULVIBAZAR ACCUSED
SENT TO JAIL

Meanwhile, the tribunal sent two war
crimes accused from Moulvibazar's
Rajnagar upazila to jail after police
produced them before it.

Police on Tuesday arrested Ujer
Ahmed Chowdhury, 60, and Yunus
Ahmed, 65, hours after the tribunal
issued an arrest warrant against five
men for their alleged involvement in
crimes committed in the district dur-
ing the Liberation War.

Police are yet to arrest the remaining
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