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Palestinian
stabbings 'acts
of terror': US

AFP, Washington

The United States regards a recent
spate of stabbings and shootings
of Israelis by Palestinians as "acts
of terror," the State Department
said Friday.

But spokesman John Kirby
would not be drawn on whether
an apparent revenge attack by a
Jewish suspect that wounded two
Palestinians and two Israeli Arabs
was also terrorism.

"We would consider these vio-
lent acts that we're talking about
specifically here as acts of terror,”
Kirby said, answering a question
about the wave of violence.

Two beaten
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Saradangi Kaziapara and nearby
villages in the last seven days,
added the chairman.

On information, police recov-
ered the bodies from the spot and
sent those to Pabna General
Hospital morgue for autopsy, said
Nur-e Alam, officer-in-charge of
Ataikula Police Station.

One of the dead is Shahidul
Islam, 30, of Natore's Singra
upazila. The identity of the other
deceased could not be known
immediately.

Critically injured Yearul Islam,
35, of the same upazila, was rescued
and admitted to Pabna Medical
College Hospital, said the OC.

Chairman Jahangir Alam said
locals around 9:00am started to
search different areas in Saradangi
Kaziapara to catch the “fleeing
thieves” and subsequently nabbed
two other alleged rustlers who
were hiding in a water body.

They were beaten too and handed
over to the police, he added.

A different
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Nowadays, people of affluent
families prefer to visit doctors at
their private chambers or at private
hospitals and clinics because they
think doctors at government hos-
pitals do not take care of patients
properly.

Talking to The Daily Star, several
such patients said the BSMMU
service had proved them wrong.

"1 have ability to visit doctors at
private clinics. But I have received
treatment and completed different
tests here at low cost," said
Shajahan, a businessman.

On average, 275 people get the
service daily, according to BSMMU
records.

To have the service, people
standing in a queue buy tickets to
visit doctors, After taking advices
from a doctor, a patient can revisit
the doctor within one month of
buying the ticket.

Many doctors concerned say it is
their responsibility to provide

treatment to poor people at an
affordable cost.

"We have studied in govern-
ment medical colleges run with
public money. So it is our duty to
serve people, especially those who
are under privileged," said Dr
Dipak Kumar Das, chief of laser
and cosmetic unit of dermatology
department at BSMMLI.

Talking to The Daily Star,
BSMMU Vice-Chancellor Prof
Shahidullah Sikder said the univer-
sity authorities have plans to
improve the service,

"Currently, treatments relating
to 27 disciplines are provided here.
We will add more. Besides, there is
no surgery facility under the out-
door service. We are planning to
initiate this," he added.

DHAKA SUNDAY OCTOBER 11, 2015

PHOTO: BANGLAR CHOKH
Here comes the time for hilsa again! In this recent photo taken at Sagorika Rasmoni Ghat in Chittagong, traders
carry the silver fish to markets as a 15-day ban on catching of the popular fish ended on Friday. Story on page 13.

Independent probe, now
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[nquiry Act, 1956.

According to the act, the govern-
ment can appoint a “Commission
of Inquiry” for probe into any defi-
nite matter of public importance.
And the commission shall have the
powers of a civil court.

“The facts and evidence regard-
ing the question paper leak will be
submitted to the Information
Technology cell of the Directorate
General of Health Services at
Mohakhali on Monday [tomor-
row],” said Asef Bin Taki, on behalf
of students,

“We urge the government to form
an independent investigation com-
mission immediately,” he said.

At the press conference, students
and guardians also played the audio
clip of a mobile phone conversation
in which someone was heard saying
he obtained the questions the night
before the exam. It was the voice of a
student who got admission at
Mymensingh Medical College, said

the protesters.

Representative of guardians,
Ashraf Kamal, said they talked to IT
experts about the authenticity of the
screenshots. "They told us those
were 99.98 percent genuine.”

Kamal also claimed that Health
Minister Mohammad Nasim
through an MP wanted to talk with
the agitators on Monday. But he
declined to disclose the name of the
lawmaker.

"We want the meeting to be held
in front of journalists and attended
by a delegation of at least 25 mem-
bers from our side," he said.

Earlier around 10:30am, some 80
students and guardians staged a sit-
in at the Central Shaheed Minar.
After a protest procession, they
formed a human chain for an hour
around 12:30pm in front of the
press club.

Hundreds of police and armed
personnel carriers were deployed at
several spots to prevent any unto-
ward situation.

Asef Bin Taki called upon the
students from all medical colleges,
universities and other educational
intuitions to extend their all-out

supports in favour of their
demand.
"“We will go for a sit-in

programme at the Central Shaheed
Minar around 10:00am tomorrow
[Sunday] and it will continue until
our demand is met,” said the stu-
dent representative, adding they
would also protest the police attacks
on agitating students.

45kg gold
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He said the gold bars, worth
around Tk 22.5 crore, were found
after they searched the three
Malaysian nationals following
their suspicious movement.

With yesterday's haul, about
700 kgs of gold has been confis-
cated at the airport this year,
according to customs officials.

The indomitables
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She lost her childhood at the hands
of the traffickers. All she could recall
was that she had been playing on
the shore of a river when she was
doped up and bundled into a vehi-
cle and that her father was a peon of
Khulna judge court.

The police later rescued her along
with 13 other children and sent
them to the central jail in Dhaka.

After she lived there for two years,
Bangladesh National Women
Lawyers' Association took her to
their shelter home in Agargaon
when she was nine.

There her life took a new turn.
She got access to education for the
first time. Besides institutional
education, she gained communica-
tion and computer skills.

Her eyes twinkle as she describes
her days in the shelter -- studying
and participating in extra- curricular
activities like dancing and acting --
growing up as a confident human
being.

After she passed class-VIII, she
met her mother through the help of
another inmate of the shelter, who
was also from Khulna and found her
family back.

Aklima was 16 then and could
not recognise the woman, who had
given birth to her, right away. With
time, she not only accepted her
family but also chose to work, rather

than continuing her study, to take
care of them.

She also helps others in whatever
way possible.

Rina and Jhumur, two other young
women from the shelter, now live with
Aklima who arranged jobs for them at
the factory where she works.

"l have struggled to get myself
where I am now and I feel I have
responsibility to help others find
opportunity in society.”

Like Aklima, Ayesha Akhter (not
her real name) fought social injus-
tice throughout her childhood and
now is the only support to her
mother since her father died.

Herself a victim of early marriage
at the age of 10, the degree student
of a college in Rajshahi's Bagmara
has been campaigning against child
marriage.

"I tell people in my village about
the ills of such practices,” said the
20-year-old, and tries her level best
to deter parents from marrying their
daughters off at early age.

Ayesha was falsely accused of a
relationship with a man her grand-
father's age in 2005 and village
arbitrators subjected her to lashing
and forced marriage with that man.

When the news came to the
media, the police intervened and
rescued her. A case was filed against
the man and the village arbitrators.

During the case proceedings, the

lawyers' association helped her get
admission into Bharateswari
Homes, a reputed boarding school
for girls in the country. From there
she passed her Secondary School
Certificate exams.

She then went back to her family
and sat Higher School Certificate
exams from a local college. After the
death of her father, she took a part-
time job at the human resource
department of a garment unit to
bear her educational expenses and
care for her mother.

Ayesha and her mother are living
in the same village. The villagers
have realised their mistake.

“They don't taunt me, rather the
man who almost married me lives
in shame now," she said, adding
that he as well as the arbitrators had
served their terms in jail,

Since 2000, the lawyers' associa-
tion has given shelter to 4,564 girls
and helped 4,091 get reintegrated
into the mainstream, said Salma Alj,
executive director of the NGO that
works for women's rights.

Society should give girls like
Aklima or Ayesha a chance, a plat-
form so that they can build their life,
instead of ostracising them for the
crime they did not commit.

"These girls are no longer victims.
They have come out as rebels, fight-
ers through their struggle,” said
Salma Ali.

Eastern Lubricants
Blenders Limited

FROM PAGE 1

Who said what after

Russia intensifies
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He said they included command and con-
trol centres, weapons depots and training
bases, located in the Syrian provinces of
Raqga, Hama, Damascus and Aleppo.

The first of those provinces is in eastern
Syria and the main Islamic State stronghold,
while the other three are in Western Syria
where the group is typically weak.

However, Islamic State militants have
been advancing on Aleppo in recent days,
seizing villages in the province from rival
insurgents.

Konashenkov said one of the targets hit
near Aleppo was a concealed base for mili-
tary vehicles, which he said had received a
direct hit from an Su-24M bomber.

More than ten vehicles had been
destroyed, including two tanks and five
infantry vehicles, he said in comments cited
by Interfax.

On the ground, Syrian government forces
captured a village from rebels in the central
province of Hama yesterday as they pushed
a ground operation backed by Russian air
support.

Syrian rebels and their backers say Hama,
Idlib and Latakia have little or no ISIS pres-
ence and accuse Russia of targeting moder-
ate and Islamist opposition fighters more
than the jihadist group.

Russian warplanes struck both Latakia
and Idlib provinces on Friday and yesterday,
including a raid in Idlib that destroyed a
base belonging to a rebel group that has
received US weapons, the Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights said.

In Aleppo province, Islamist rebels
including the powerful Ahrar al-Sham
sroup recaptured one of several villages
seized by ISIS in a Friday advance, the
Observatory said.

The monitor added that rebels were
battling to take back a second village from
the jihadist group, which is now within 10
kilometres of Aleppo city.

The ISIS offensive has brought the
jihadists closer than ever to Aleppo, threat-
ening to further complicate the situation in
Syria's second city which has long been
divided between government and rebel
control.

The regime holds the west of the city,
while the rebels hold the east.

The Russian air campaign in Syria has
angered rebels and their backers, while
complicating efforts of the US-led coalition
thatis also targeting ISIS in the country.

On Friday, the Pentagon said it would
resume talks with Moscow aimed at pre-
venting military accidents in Syrian air-
space, after it received a response to LS
proposals.

"Department leaders are reviewing the
Russian response and talks are likely to take
place as soon as this weekend," defence
department spokesman Peter Cook said.

Also Friday, Washington acknowledged it

had decided to "pause" a controversial
programme to train and equip Syrian rebels
to fight ISIS.

There have been concerns that there
could be an accidental clash as the two
countries pursue separate bombing cam-
paigns over Syria. The US and its Nato allies
have also been alarmed at violations of
Turkish air space by Russian jets.

US and Russian officials conducted talks
on air safety via video conference on 1
October, but the US had complained that
they had heard nothing from Moscow since
then.

Talks are likely to deal with how much
separation there should between 1S and
Russian aircraft and which language and
radio frequencies crews should use for com-
munications.

BNP hits
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government will have to investigate such
allegations and this challenge will have to
be addressed together,” Ripon said.

He said BNP had called upon the govern-
ment to create a national unity under this
situation to address this issue.

Expressing grave concern over travel
alerts and postponing of several scheduled
programmes by different countries, Ripon
said, "We want to strongly tell our foreign
friends that people in the country are reli-
gious but they are not blinded by their reli-
gion.”

“Bangladeshis never support extremism,
rather they despise it. We hope that all for-
eigners will feel secure in this country that
exists on the principle of religious har-
mony."”

Ripon said “When the matter is under
investigation, different quarters of the gov-
ernment are blaming BNP and other oppo-
sition parties to damage their images.”
GOVT GAGS MEDIA
In the briefing Ripon repeated that the
government is putting pressure on the
media in different ways including “impos-

ing economic sanction” to muzzle journal-
ists who are critical of it.

“The government wants the newspapers
to stop publishing news on its faults and
irregularities.”

The BNP spokesperson specially men-
tioned the names of The Daily Star and
Prothom Alo saying the government wants
the media to back down for their survival.
ERSHAD'S RESIGNATION
Ripon also demanded removal of Jatiya
Party leader HM Ershad from the post of
Prime Minister's special envoy out of respect
for those who were killed during the anti-
autocracy movement.

“Nazir Uddin Jihad lost his life on this day
(Oct 10) during a movement to oust the auto-
cratic ruler Ershad. It's a matter of regret that
Ershad is now the Prime Minister's special
envoy. It's ashame for the nation, " Ripon said.
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for the investigation to be over and have
already started accusing their political oppo-
nents of having hands in the killings.

We are presenting who said what follow-
ing the murders:
PRIME MINISTER SHEIKH HASINA,
OCT 4:
"They [BNP-Jamaat| must've had a hand in
the recent killings of an Italian and a
Japanese man, There's no doubt about it ...
We are taking actions ... The culprits will
definitely be caught and tried."
SAJEEB WAZED JOY, PM'S SON AND ICT
ADVISER, OCT 7:
"I have information from a reliable source
that BNP-Jamaat are involved in the recent
murder of foreigners in Bangladesh. They
have done this in a desperate attempt to
turn foreign governments against our coun-
try and destabilise it."
AL ACTING GENERAL SECRETARY
MAHBUBUL ALAM HANIF, SEPT 30:
"The Italian citizen was killed in a move to
malign the accomplishments of the prime
minister, It's a pre-planned murder. The
BNP-Jamaat combine leader Khaleda Zia
might have a link with the killing."
AL ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBER
SURANJIT SENGUPTA, OCT 2:
"A conspiracy is being hatched to link the

| Italian citizen's killing with international

terrorism. But there is no link of interna-
tional terrorism with the killing."

HOME MINISTER ASADUZZAMAN
KHAN KAMAL, SEPT 29:

"There is no existence of the IS in
Bangladesh. The [Italian national's| murder
is an isolated incident and foreigners need
not feel insecure. The claim that IS commit-
ted the killing might be speculations.”
HEALTH MINISTER MOHAMMAD
NASIM, OCT 7:

"Whenever the BNP chairperson visited
abroad, something bad happened in the
country. The BNP resorts to conspiracy
whenever the country achieves something
... 30 it must be investigated if there is any
connection between Khaleda's London visit
and the foreigners' killings here."
INFORMATION MINISTER HASANUL
HAQ INU, OCT 8:

"The BNP and its ally Jamaat-e-Islami might
have a hand behind the killing of two for-
eigners. No political party other than the
BNP and the Jamaat can plot such conspira-
cles.”

FOREIGN MINISTER MAHMOOD ALI,
OCT 6:

"We do not yet have any credible informa-
tion about any IS link. We don't have any
proof ... The US is also working to verify the
[reported] IS claim.”
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