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Pacific trade ministers aim to
seal TPP trade pact

AFP, Washington

Top trade representatives of 12 Pacific Rim coun-
tries begin two days of talks in Atlanta on
Wednesday hoping to finalize the ambitious Trans-
Pacific Partnership Agreement after July negotia-
tions in Hawaii failed.

The United States is pushing hard for the 12-
country deal to create the world's largest free trade
region, hoping to lock in rules that global trade giant
Chinawould eventually have to heed.

A handful of issues bogged down the talks in
Hawaii, including how the US treats imports of
Japanese auto parts, the length of patent
protections for increasingly important biologic
drugs, and open markets for dairy products from
major producers such as New Zealand.

Joshua Melzer, a trade expert at the Brookings
Institution and a former Australian trade negotia-
tor, said there was still work to do but an agreement
was in sight,

"I think the prospects are good for the deal to be
done thisweek," he said.

But nothing was certain, with vocal public
groups raising objections to a number of issues
under discussion and, more generally, to the
secrecy of the talks.

In Ottawa Tuesday, tractor-driving dairy farmers
with a handful of cows blocked roads to Canada's
parliament to protest the possible opening up of
the country's milk market to imports under the
B

Dairy Farmers of Canada president Wally Smith
said the pact is "endangering the stability and via-
bility of ourindustry."

The meeting of the trade ministers from the 12
TPP countries - Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile,
Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peruy,
Singapore, the United States and Vietnam -- will
follow four days of detailed discussions between
their negotiators in the southern US city.

A deal would lower trade and investment barri-

AFP/FILE

A dairy farmer protests the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TTP) on Tuesday in Ottawa, Ontario.

ers and strengthen intellectual property protections
in countries comprising about 40 percent of the
global economy.

According to a study by the Peterson Institute for
International Economics in Washington, the stim-
ulus from the TPP pact could add $295 billion in
annual global income after the 10-year imple-
mentation period.

The negotiations have left out China, which
Washington sees as not committed to free trade and
which has taken steps to organize its own Asia-
region trade grouping.

TPP negotiators are aiming to present a final,
unalterable agreement for ratification to the gov-
ernments, an approach that has angered legislators
and civil society groups in a number of the coun-
tries, especially the United States.

Critics say what they know of the discussions
favours the needs of industry groups by giving more
protection on drug patents; establishing an extra-
legal investor-state dispute settlement regime;
and does little to assure enforcement of environ-
mental and labour standards.

"Despite the unprecedented secrecy surround-
ing the TPP negotiations, leaks of TPP documents
are fueling opposition in many TPP countries, " said
the Washington activist group Public Citizen.

Canberra's Trade Minister Andrew Robb told
the Australian Financial Review that 90 percent of
the issues had been settled going into this week's
discussions.

"There are unresolved issues, but hopefully
these aren't intractable," he said. "A conclusion
remains within imminent reach.”

Melzer said that even if a deal is reached this
week, it will be months before it goes to govern-
ment's for ratification.

For the United States, that could mean that a
potentially hostile Congress recieves that pact in
April or May, just as the 2016 presidential election
hits high gear.

Many of the Republican hopefuls have already
attacked the deal, but Melzer said that it is possible
that the final candidates, if they are relative moder-
ates, won't try to make a big issue out of it.

If a deal is struck, it could become a model for
the even larger Transatlantic Trade and Investment
Partnership (TTIP) Washington is negotiating with
the European Union.
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SHELTECH

M Monowar Hossain, executive director of Institute of Water Modelling, and Toufig M
Seraj, managing director of Sheltech, sign an agreement at the institute's office in
Dhaka yesterday. The companies will collaborate on applied research, education and
capacity building with focus on hydrological, water resources, ecosystem, urban
planning, climate change, environmental and socioeconomic research and modelling.

Eurozone slips back into deflation

AFP, Brussels

country eurozone could turn negative in the
coming months, even if only temporarily.

In March, the ECB launched a more than
one-trillion-euro stimulus plan running
through to September next year in order to
get inflation closer to its 2.0 percent target.

The fear is that deflation could become
entrenched if consumers delay purchases in
the hope of buying for cheaper later, which
in turn prompts companies to hold off
investment, creating a vicious circle of fall-
ingdemand and fewer jobs.

The ECB's scheme initially appeared to
work, slowly pushing inflation back up in
core eurozone economies such as France

Eurozone inflation fell unexpectedly to a
negative 0.1 percent in September, data showed
Wednesday, suggesting a dangerous spell of
falling prices could be returning to Europe.

Analysts surveyed by Bloomberg had
expected a zero rate after a gain of 0.1 per-
cent in August.

The return to negative territory will add
to pressure on the European Central Bank to
increase its huge stimulus programme
which is meant to ward off deflation and
keep the economy on track, they said.

Earlier this month, ECB head Mario

Draghi warned that inflation in the 19- and Germany.
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GPH ISPAT
Md Alamgir Kabir, chairman of GPH Ispat, and Md Almas Shimul, additional managing
director, attend the company's extraordinary general meeting at Khulshi Mart in
Chittagong yesterday. GPH Ispat increased its authorised capital to Tk 1,000 crore and
revised a rights share issue.
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REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Statistics and Informatics Division
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics
Household Income and Expenditure Survey (HIES) Project
Parishankhyan Bhaban (8" Floor)

E-27/A, Agargaon, Dhaka-1207
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48, ARFRYN S (57 O, 7F-D), 229/, WATENG, (-2-ALATH, GT1-3209 FWHER (MRS XA T wifae (1) To provide I (one) Driver (grade-18) passed SSC with light and heavy
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(ii) To provide 3 (three) Office Helper (grade-20) passed SSC.
(iif) Ensuring the service of the staffs up to June, 2017 (Can be extended).

14. | Experience, Resource and delivery
capacity Required

(i) At least3 (three) year's in the similar field for the Government of
Bangladesh under any ministry/division/Autonomous Body.

(1) Valid trade license (Valid for the year of 2015-16).

(iii) Income Tax Certificates (Valid for the Tax year of 2014-15).

(iv) VAT Registration Certificate.

(v) Evidence of permanent office (Ownership documents/Rental deed) in
Dhaka.

Other Details
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I. Consulting firm will be selected using the selection consulting firm in
accordance with Public Procurement Act, 2006 and Public Procurement
Rules, 2008.

2. Interested Firms should provide duly attested copies of all papers
including evidence of above mentioned experience in the similar field.

PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS

16. | Name of official inviting EOI

Dr, Dipankar Roy

17. | Designation of official inviting EOI

Project Director

18, | Address of official inviting EOI

Household Income and Expenditure Survey (HIES) Project
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS), Parishankhyan Bhaban, 8" loor.
Block-1,&-27/A, Agargoan,Dhaka -1207,

19. | Contact details of official inviting EOI

el

Tel. No. 9137323
Email: dr.droy69@email .com

20. | The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject any or all of the EOI's without showing any cause,
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(Dr. DipankarRoy)
Project Director




