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MINA STAMPEDE

Pilgrims blame
authorities

RASHIDUL HASAN and BELAL HOSSAIN BIPLOB

When his wife Arju Ara fell sick during the recent Hajj
stampede near the holy city of Makkah, AKM Momtaz Khan
screamed for help for about an hour. But none of the Saudi
security officials responded to his call. Arju Ara died in the

lap of her husband.

This is how 45-year-old Saifen Ara recounted Arju's death
to The Daily Star upon her return to the country Tuesday
night. Saifen and her husband were with Momtaz and Arju
while performing the stoning ritual in Mina.

If Saudi officials came forward to help, Arju would not
have died crying for a drop of water, Saifen lamented.

At least 20 hajis talked with The Daily Star on Monday
and Tuesday after returning from Makkah. During the talks
they shared their experience about the stampede that left at
least 769 dead.

Most of them unanimously said the convoy of Prince
Mohammad bin Salman Al Saud, also deputy crown prince
and defence minister of KSA, contributed heavily to the
deadly crush.

"The convoy of the prince caused the stampede that

SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

Iran blasts Saudi
Arabia again

Demands quick transfer of

bodies of its pilgrims

REUTERS, Dubai

[ran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamenei yesterday accused
Saudi Arabia of hampering the transfer of bodies of Iranian
pilgrims killed in a crush at Hajj last week, adding fuel to a
growing spat over the disaster in which nearly 800 people died.
Iran has been the most vocal in its criticism of Saudi Arabia
for the disaster last Thursday, in which at least 239 Iranians
were killed. Tehran says 200 of its pilgrims are still missing,.
SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

Mahmoud Abbas raises a folded Palestinian flag at the UN head-

quarters in New York yesterday.

A plainclothes police officer roughs up a Samajtantrik Chhatra Front activist

near Shahbagh Police Station in the capital yesterday after members of the
leftist student body joined in a demonstration for fresh medical and dental entry
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tests. Left panel, law enforcers beating and tackling protesters.

Russia launches first
airstrikes in Syria

AGENCIES

Russia launched its first air strikes in war-
torn Syria yesterday after President Vladimir
Putin won parliamentary permission to use

force abroad.
It was Moscow's first military engage-

ment in a distant theatre of war since the
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979.
Putin said the action was pre-emptive,
warning that Moscow would be hunting
down Islamic State militants before they

Palestinian
flies at UN

BBC ONLINE

President Abbas says
it's a “proud day”

target Russia.

"The only correct way to fight interna-
tional terrorism... is to act preemptively, to
battle and destroy fighters and terrorists on
the territories they have already seized, not
to wait for them to come to us," Putin said in
televised comments.

The Russian defence ministry said
Moscow had launched targeted air raids
against the "terrorists” in Syria.

A Syrian security source said the war
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MURDER OF ITALIAN NATIONAL

Still no clues about
killers, motive

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Three days into the murder of Italian national Cesare
Tavella, police are still clueless about the killers and their
motives.

With no arrest yet, investigators said they were working,
keeping all possible probabilities in consideration.

Tavella, who worked for a Netherlands-based NGO, was
shot dead by three unidentified youths in Gulshan diplo-
matic zone in the capital on Monday.

Meanwhile, Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

MEDICAL ENTRY DEMO

Cops beat up
protesters

DU CORRESPONDENT

Police yesterday at Shahbagh
beat up Samajtantrik
Chhatra Front (SCF) activists
who were protesting the
detention of some medical
admission seekers.

The admission seekers
were demanding a fresh
medical and dental admis-
sion tests as they alleged that
the question papers of the
tests were leaked.

Chhatra Front leaders
alleged that 16 of them were
taken to Shahbagh Police
Station around 12:15pm
and beaten up there as they
brought out a procession
protesting the detention of
some admission seekers,

The leaders were released
in the evening,

Police, however, were yet
to release seven admission
seekers and three activists of
three left-leaning student
organisations. They were
detained around 11:45am at
Shahbagh.

Like the last 11 days,
around 100 admission
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flag

headquarters in New York,

Mahmoud Abbas.

The Palestinian flag has been raised
for the first time at United Nations

The ceremony was attended by the
President of the Palestinian Authority
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Addressing the UN General
Assembly, Abbas said it was unconscio-
nable that the question of Palestinian
statehood remained unresolved.

He also warned that the PA no
longer felt bound by agreements with
Israel he claimed were "continually
violated".
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