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Live from 11:00 PM

Wasim stars
in T20I win

AFP, Harare

Left-armer Imad Wasim
took four wickets to spin
Pakistan to a 13-run victory
over Zimbabwe in the first
of two Twenty20 interna-
tionals at Harare Sports
Club on Sunday.

Zimbabwe were unable
to contend with Wasim's
bowling on a slow pitch and
crumbled to 123 for nine in
reply to Pakistan's 136.

The 26-year-old Wasim
finished with figures of 4 for
11 from four overs, and was
named man of the match
having also contributed 19
runs from just 12 balls.

"Everything I touched
turned into gold today,"
Wasim said.

SCORES IN BRIEF
PAKISTAN: 136 for 8 (Malik
35 Rizwan 33 not out;
Chibhabha 3-18)
ZIMBABWE: 123 for 9
(Masakadza 25, Chigumbura
31; Wasim 4-11)

Result: Pakistan won by 13
runs

apan GP
Hamilton's

AFP, Suzuka

Lewis Hamilton blazed to
victory at the Japanese Grand
Prix ahead of Mercedes team
mate Nico Rosberg on
Sunday to strengthen his grip
on a third world title,

The Briton opened a 48-
point gap over Rosberg with
five races left after putting
on a masterclass at Suzuka.

Sebastian Vettel took
third with Kimi Raikkonen
fourth in the second
Ferrari.

STAR SPORTS 4
Premier League

West Brom v Everton
Live from 1:00 AM
(Tuesday)

The wait for
500 goes on

AFP, Madrid

Lionel Messi will be out for up to eight weeks
‘. with knee ligament damage suffered as
. ‘ Barcelona beat Las Palmas 2-1 on Saturday.
‘ o] Barca's troubles were eased, though, as Real
.' © Madrid remain a point behind the Catalans
after being held 0-0 at home by 10-man
LFP Ve
Villarreal now lead La Liga as Leo Baptistao
scored the only goal of the game against his parent club
Atletico Madrid.

Luis Suarez struck twice to ensure no more damage was
done to Barca's title chances, but the hosts were left hanging
on after Jonathan Viera's deflected effort three minutes
from time halved the deficit.

Suarez opened the scoring on 25 minutes as he rose to
head home Sergi Roberto's inch-perfect cross from the right.

Barca made sure of a return to winning ways thanks
to a wonderful team move seven minutes after the
break as Neymar picked out Munir and his cross was
left by Sergio Busquets for Suarez to fire into the top
corner.

At the Bernabeu, Madrid m
failed to move back to the top
of the table as they were Barcelona 2 - 1 LasPalmas
denied by an inspired display (Suarez24,52) (Viera87)
from Malaga goalkeeper RealMadrid 0 -~ 0 Malaga
Carlos Kameni. 3 - 2 RVallecano

Sevilla

Cristiano Ronaldo had an  (gameiro23, Nzonzids, (Bebe 51,
early goal ruled out for offside Konoplyankas) Javi Guerra68)
before Kameni got down well Villarreal 1 - 0 Atletico
to twice turn efforts from Jese (Baptistao13)

Rodriguez behind. Eibar 1 - 1 CeltaVigo

Madrid launched wave |

upon wave of attack towards

the Malaga goal, but were repelled by Kameni as he made an
incredible save to deny a fiercely struck volley from Ronaldo
as his wait to become the club's all-time leading scorer con-
tinued.

Captain Weligton deflected a goalbound header from
Ronaldo wide and cleared off the line when Isco had taken a
shot past Kameni.

However, Madrid claimed the ball had crossed the line
before the Brazilian hooked the ball to safety and there was
another controversial call seconds later as Amrabat was shown a
straight red card for an elbow on Marcelo.

Ronaldo had one final chance to snatch all three points at
the death, but his header from point-blank range flew over as
the hosts were left frustrated.

THE BALD CURSE

Neymar, previously thought to be little more than a life support system for his
talented hair, arrived for Barcelona's match against Las Palmas bald. The shock of
seeing him without his famous hair tore Lionel Messi's MCL in the 10th minute of
the game. Neymar's hair disappearance has already proven disastrous as he
missed a penalty in the 66th minute of Barca's 2-0 win.This comes just five days
after Neymar was unveiled as a new spokesman for Gillette. It's unclear if he was
paid to go bald, but if he was he must now realize that no amount of money is
worth living this type of nightmare.

, a8 e N o

Barcelona superstar Lionel Messi injured himself in his side's La Liga encounter
against Las Palmas, while Cristiano Ronaldo made life hard for himself, missing

multiple chances against Malaga on matchday six on Saturday.

PHOTOS: AFP

~-INTERNET

Messi out for
eight weeks

AFP, Madrid

Lionel Messi will be out for up to eight weeks
after suffering left knee ligament damage in
Barcelona's 2-1 win over Las Palmas on
Saturday, dealing a blow also to Argentina's
World Cup plans.

"Tests have confirmed that Leo Messi suffered a tormn
internal collateral knee ligament. The estimated time out
will be seven to eight weeks, " Barcelona said in a statement.

Messi, 28, looks set to be sidelined for at least eight Barca
games, as well as Argentina's first four 2018 World Cup
qualifiers, including a meeting a home to Brazil on
November 13.

Moreover, he is now a huge doubt for the first El Clasico
of the season away to Real

Madrid on November 21. GAMES HE
"Firstly, it is always sad
when a player gets injured. It WILL MISS

is without doubt the worst LA LIGA
thing in football for the Sevilla (A)
players," said Barcelona Rayo (H)
coach Luis Enrique. Eibar (H)
"Obviously, when it is Leo Getafe (A)
Villarreal (H)

Messi even more so for the
weight he carries amongst
our group.

Real Madrid (A)
La Real (H) (29 November)

Barca face Sevilla, Rayo CHAMPIONS LEAGUE
Vallecano, Eibar, Getafe and Leverkusen (H)
Villarreal in La Liga before BATE (A)
visiting the Bernabeu. BATE (H)

The European champions Roma EHE 534 Nmmhﬂl
host Bayer Leverkusen in the
Champions League on Tuesday and will also have to do
without Messi for back-to-back games against BATE Borisov.

"It is a test and extra motivation for this team. We need to
accept the challenge and improve our performance because
we can do that," added Enrique.

Messi clashed with Las Palmas defender Pedro Bigas as
he tried to turn the ball home inside the area and suffered a
blow to his left knee in the process.

He briefly returned to the field after receiving treatment,
but was clearly unable to run freely before he was replaced
by Munir El Haddadi.

Video images then emerged of Messi limping heavily as
he left hospital after undergoing tests.

It is the first serious injury Messi has suffered since a ham-
string injury kept him out for the final two months of 2013.
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United climb back to top

AFP, London

, Manchester United exploited
f Manchester City's 4-1 defeat at
L Tottenham Hotspur by beating
#) Sunderland 3-0 on Saturday to

" replace their rivals at the top of
the Premier League table.

City's unexpected capitulation opened the
door for Louis van Gaal's side and they strolled
through it courtesy of goals from Memphis
Depay, Wayne Rooney, who ended a 1,000-
minute league scoring drought, and Juan Mata.

Depay made the breakthrough in first-half
stoppage time, tapping home after Daley Blind's
fine pass was volleyed across goal by Mata, with
Rooney and Mata finishing the job in the second
half.

"It's a nice feeling to be top of the table. It's the
first time in my period, so I'm happy,” said Van
Gaal, who has led United to the summit for the
first time since legendary manager Alex
Ferguson's retirement in 201 3.

"I was very happy with the goal in extra time
[by Mata] because they punished themselves.
They were always wasting time and the referee
was not reactingto that.”

Rooney's goal, set up by Anthony Martial, was

his first in the league since April and saw him
draw level with Old Trafford great Denis Law on
171 league goals.

Victory took United a point above City, who
slipped to a second consecutive league defeat at
White Hart Lane.

City went ahead in the 25th minute through
Kevin De Bruyne, but Eric Dier, Toby Alderweireld,
Harry Kane and Erik Lamela scored as Spurs roared
back for awin that sent them fifth.

"The Premier League is always very diffi-
cult,” City manager Manuel Pellegrini told BT
Sport.

"That's why when we won the first five [league]|
games, we didn't say we were going to win the
league. We have to keep working. In future we
must play every game as a final."

Defending champions Chelsea remain a long
way from the title picture, but a late fightback saw
them come from 2-0 down to salvage a 2-2 draw
at Newcastle United and avoid a fourth defeat of
the campaign.

Chelsea manager Jose Mourinho again left
John Terry on the bench and Ayoze Perez capital-
ised on hesitancy between Kurt Zouma and
Branislav Ivanovic to slam Newcastle ahead in
the 42nd minute.

Georginio Wijnaldum glanced home a Perez

Leicester 2 - 5 Arsenal

(Vardy 13,89) {Walcott 18, Sanchez 33, 57, 81,
Giroud 90)

Liverpool 3 - 2 AstonVilla
(Milner 2, Sturridge 59, 67) (Gestede 66, 71)
ManchesterUnited 3 - 0 Sunderland
(Depay45-+4, Rooney 46, Mata 90)

Newcastle 2 - 2 Chelsea
(Perez 42, Wijnaldum 60) {Ramires 79, Willian 86}
Southampton 3 - 1 Swansea

{Van Dijk 11, Tadic 54, Mane 61) {Siqurdsson 83-pen)
Stoke 2 - 1 Bournemouth
(Walters 32, Diouf 83) {Gosling 76)
Tottenham 4 - 1 ManchesterCity
(Dier 45, Alderweireld 50, {De Bruyne 25)
Kanes1, Lamela79)

West Ham 2 - 2 Norwich

corner to double Newcastle's lead on the hour,
but substitute Ramires gave Chelsea a foothold
with a 25-yard scorcher before crossing for
Willian to equalise in the 86th minute.

"It is a point,” said Mourinho, whose side are
eight points below United in 15th place. "That's
what we got. Better than to lose, but I'm never
happy when I don't win matches.

Old dogs in deep waters

Platini accused of taking $2m from FIFA boss

AFP, Geneva

The future of embattled
FIFA president Sepp
Blatter and his heir-
apparent Michel Platini
was in play Sunday, as
they faced scrutiny by the football
world body's ethics committee that
could end with suspension.

Committee spokesman Andreas
Bantel told AFP he could not comment
on individual cases, and refused to
confirm reports that the committee
had opened a probe against the two
most powerful men in football.

But he emphasised that "if there is
an initial suspicion, the Investigatory
Chamber of the Ethics Committee
initiates a formal proceedings.”

"These rules apply to all people in
football regardless of their position or
name," he wrote in an email.

And there is plenty of suspicion to
go around with the ethics committee
due to meet in the coming days.

In a dramatic escalation of the cor-
ruption scandal engulfing world foot-
ball since May, Swiss investigators
swept into FIFA's headquarters on

Friday as they turned their attention to
Blatter and Platini.

Authorities said a criminal investiga-
tion had been opened against Blatter on
suspicion of criminal mismanagement,
while UEFA chief Platini, who was favour-
ite to win an election to find a successor to

SEPP BLATTER

Blatter, had come under scrutiny over a
murky multi-million-dollar payment.

Swiss prosecutors said Friday that
Blatter was being investigated over the
2005 sale of World Cup television rights
to the Caribbean Football Union, then
run by his former ally Jack Warner.

Blatter, who has denied any wrongdo-
ing, was also suspected of making a "dis-
loyal payment" of two million dollars to
Platini in February 2011 allegedly made
for work the Frenchman did for FIFA
between 1999 and 2002.

MICHEL PLATINI

The UEFA chief defended the payment
as compensation for work he conducted
under contract with FIFA, but did not
explain why it arrived nearly a decade
after he completed the work.

Friday's stunning development came
after months of probes following raids in
Zurich which led to the indictment of
more than a dozen top officials.

The FIFA ethics committee moved
quicker back then, waiting barely 24
hours to suspend the officials snapped
upin the May 27 dawn raid.

Media was awash Sunday with spec-
ulation over how long 79-yeaer-old
Blatter could hold on, and if Platini, his
60-year-old former ally, still had a
chance to take his place.

"1f Blatter does not step down him-
self, he will be suspended within days,"
the SonntagsZeitung weekly wrote,
citing an inside source.

If Platini is suspended he could be
barred from standing in the February
26 election to succeed Blatter.

If Blatter were to be suspended he
would likely be forced to step down
before the February vote, bringing a
rapid and ignomious end to his 17-year
FIFA reign.

Qatar WC
from Nov 21
to Dec 18

AGENCIES, London

FIFA's executive committee
has decided that the 2022
World Cup will begin on
November 21 and the final
will be held on December
18, world football's organiz-
ing body confirmed on
Thursday.

The climax of the winter
World Cup will take place a
week before Christmas. The
final, set for a Sunday;, is also
Qatar's National Day, a cele-
bration of independence.

The 2022 World Cup is to
be played in the winter to
avoid the fierce heat of June
and July, and it will be a short-
ened tournament over 28 days
instead of the usual 32.

UEFA had pushed for the
final to be as late as Dec. 23,
but that option attracted
opposition from FIFA mem-
bers who feared it would
cause problems for fans and
players getting home in time
for Christmas.



