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One Billion Tourists: One Billion Opportunities

Observance of World Tourism Day in Bangladesh this year has added a special
dimension to it as the Government declared 2016 as the Visit Bangladesh Year.
In order to promote Bangladesh as a travel destination, increase visitor arrivals
and tourism receipts, 2016 will be celebrated as the Visit Bangladesh Year to
create a big bang in the international arena about Bangladesh. This is a three
yea-long campaign scheduled to be launched in 27 October’ 2015 with the
official inauguration by the Honorable Prime Minister during the International
Conference on Developing Sustainable and Inclusive Buddhist Heritage and
Pilgrimage Circuit in South Asia’s Buddhist Heartland on 27-28 October’ 2015 at
Bangabandhu International Conference Center (BICC). Bangladesh has contin-
ued to celebrate this day since becoming member of UNWTO in 1995. It is also
celebrated throughout the world by all members of UNWTO with different
programs and activities.

Tourism is considered as an economic sector rather than just an industry, which
is acting as the gateway for overall development through opening up business,
trade, capital investment, creating jobs, entrepreneurialism for the workforce,
creating positive perception of a country, guiding factor for infrastructure and
super-structural development, protecting heritage and cultural values. In 2012,
the symbolic barrier of one billion international tourist arrivals was surpassed.
From onward, the numbers continue to grow so much that the forecasts
estimate a new threshold of two billion will be reached in 2030. This statistic is
exclusive of domestic travels which assumed to be more than this.

Based on this landmark, this year’s theme of World Tourism Day is “One Billion
Tourists: One Billion Opportunities” that refers a challenge to all the sectors
involved in this global phenomenon: tourists, businesses, governments and
local communities. The billion tourists should necessarily be considered above
all in their billion opportunities.

The celebration of World Tourism Day started in 1980 on the 27 September as
on this day the International Union of Official Travel Organization (IUOTO)
adopts the status of World Tourism Organization (WTQ). From that onward ,
World Tourism Day (WTD) has been celebrated on 27 September every year
with the purpose of fostering awareness about tourism.

In terms of direct, indirect and induced effects on the overall economy of a
country, Tourism is the largest industry in the world. As per the long term
tourism trends projected by United Nation World Tourism organization
(UNWTO), over the past six decades, tourism has experienced continued
expansion and diversification, becoming one of the largest and fastest growing
economic sectors in the world. Many new destinations most of which are from
developing world have emerged, challenging the traditional ones of Europe
and North America, that caused to roll the growth-wheel towards Asia-Pacific
and Caribbean regions, of which South Asia is one of the high growth regions
for potentials in developing tourism.

As a sector representing 9% of global GDP, tourism is widely acknowledged for
its capacity to respond to global challenges. The number of international
tourists reached 1,138 million in 2014. With a 4.7 % increase, 2014 marks the
fifth consecutive year of robust growth above the long term average since the
financial crisis of 2009.

As the South Asia is one of the fastest growing growth regions for tourism,
Bangladesh is very much concentrated on to ensure its share from the
increased number of tourist arrivals and receipts in this region. With all of its
resources, the country has huge potentials to develop tourism as one of the key
economic sectors. Considered the shifting paradigm in purpose of travel at the
advent of smart technology, when millennial travelers and authentic experi-
ence seekers are the fast growing segments, Bangladesh as an unbeaten track,
has a big prospect for this segments who are fond of exploring themselves in an
untouched and unexplored beauty rather than in the spoiled beaten track.

To harness these potentials for achieving integrated development goals, the
present government has made some remarkable policy decisions. Preparing a
short-term, mid-term and long-term plan for overall tourism development is
one of those, which is expected to be complete in 2016-17. Alighed with this
plan, big infrastructural and super structural development initiatives have been
taken in tourism potential area. Specially in the south-eastern part of the
country, rail link from Chittagong to Cox's Bazar, development of marine drive,
Exclusive Tourist Zone in Teknaf, development of Cox’s Bazar domestic airport
as the International airport are some of the big projects which will boost up
tourism in Bangladesh. To develop riverain tourism, river-protocol with India
has been amended to facilitate the entry of international cruise-vessels with
tourists on board to Bangladeshi territory-which will stimulate development of
riverain tourism in Bangladesh. In addition this, Bangladesh is becoming
involved with international ocean cruises.

The present contribution of tourism to country’s also GDP is less than that of
the neighboring countries. As per the pilot Tourism Satellite Account
(TSA)-2013 by Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, direct contribution of tourism to
national GDP is 1.56. Once the indirect and induced contribution to be added
to it, the total contribution to GDP would be much higher. World Travel &
Tourism Council (WTTC) in its TSA for Bangladesh showed the total contribution
to GDP is 4.1% in 2014 and 6.5% to be achieved in the current year. In 2014,
Bangladesh earned 142 million US S foreign currency with 18 % increase from
the previous year which is expected to reach 250 million US $ by the year 2017
and the visitor arrivals to reach 1 million mark by the year 2018 because of Visit
Bangladesh campaign.

Bangladesh is steadily moving forward to develop markets in the international
arena for its products and services with innovative promotional and marketing
campaigns. Some of the campaigns have already drawn the interest of the
international community and recognized as the best ones in the race. In the last
ITB-Berlin-2015, Beautiful Bangladesh-Land of Stories got the Diamond Award

competing as many as 200 Television Commercials participated from different
countries around the world.

Bangladesh, with continued efforts in creating liaison with international
tourism organizations, forums and UN bodies, has been able to create a distinc-
tive visibility globally. Because of building strong ties, the international forums,
tourism organizations, international tour operators, travel agents, investors are
showing big interests for Bangladesh. It is envisioned that implementation
plans and ongoing tourism initiatives would help Bangladesh to be a hub of this
region for trade, tourism, investment and commerce.

Dr. Bhubon Chandra Biswas
Director (Joint Secretary)
Bangladesh Tourism Board
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Ministry of Civil Aviation and Tourism

Bonolodost

National Tourism Organization




