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AFP, Paris
TN Reigning champions
'S0} Barcelona were held
2 toa 1-1 draw at Roma
SOEEY while Chelsea
CHi‘ﬂFLE’ 0S8 thumped Maccabi
AT Tel-Aviv 4-0.

In Rome, Barcelona opened the
scoring on 21 minutes as Uruguay
forward Luis Suarez headed home at
the back post from a yard out after he
was found by Ivan Rakitic.

But 10 minutes later, full-back
Alessandro Florenzi spotted Marc-
Andre ter Stegen off his line and
lobbed him from more than 40 yards
outand wide on the right.

European minnows Dinamo
Zagreb shocked 10-man Arsenal 2-1 on
Wednesday to win for the first time in
16 Champions League matches.

An Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain own
goal and a header from Junior
Fernandes gave Dinamo three points
as France forward Olivier Giroud was
dismissed for two first-half bookings
for Arsenal.

Zagreb took the lead from virtually
their first attack of the game as
Leonardo Sigali slipped in Josip Pivaric
whose shot was saved by David
Ospina, only to rebound off Oxlade-
Chamberlain and go in,

By that time Giroud had already hit
the post and been booked for dissent,
and five minutes before the break he
was late and high in a tackle and
received his second booking,.

Dinamo capitalised on 58 minutes
as Fernandes headed home a Paulo
Machado corner at the near post as
Arsenal's defence went walkabout.

Theo Walcott gave the Gunners
hope 11 minutes from time with a
cool, low finish from Alexis Sanchez's
pass, but it was too little too late as
Dinamo earnt their first ever win over
an English side.

Chelsea finally kick-started their
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Roma midfielder Alessandro Florenzi (L) celebrates his stunning 60-yard goal with teammate Daniele De Rossi during their
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BRAZIL SUPERFAN DIES

Brazil's ever-present superfan Clovis Acosta Fernandes has passed away at

the age of 60. Clovis attained cult hero status in his native Brazil for
managing to get his face on camera at every single World Cup since 1990.

According to Globo, Clovis passed away in Porto Alegre earlier this morming

after finally succumbing following a nine-year battle with cancer. As well

as World Cups, Clovis also accompanied Brazil in the Americas Cup, the
Confederation Cup and the Olympics. All in all, he visited more than 60

Champions League tie in Rome on Wednesday. Inset, The Daily Star's graphical illustration of Florenzi's goal.

season as Jose Mourinho's outfit
cruised to victory.

The Blues could even manage to
miss a first half penalty through Edin
Hazard before Brazilians Willian and
Oscar, and Spaniards Diego Costa and
Cesc Fabregas earnt the Londoners
three Group G points.

The Israelis' goalkeeper Predrag
Rajkovic sent Willian tumbling in the
box but Hazard blazed the sixth-
minute penalty over the bar,

Rajkovic was having a terrible game
and on the quarter-hour mark he
allowed a Willian in-swinging free-
kick, which was missed by everyone, to
creep inside his far post.

On the stroke of half-time, a pair of
Maccabi defenders combined to fell
Spain forward Costa in the box and
Oscar placed the spot-kick low to
Rajkovic's right.

Costa scored a stunning over the
shoulder volley into the top corner

from Fabregas's pinpoint cross and the
latter than got his name on the score-
sheet, tapping home the rebound after
Rajkovic saved Loic Remy's shot.

Thomas Mueller was a somewhat
fortunate match-winner as Bayern
Munich began their Group F campaign
with a 3-0 success at Olympiakos in a
match that was marred by crowd-
trouble before kick-off.

At least one Bayern fan was taken to
hospital after Greek police attacked

" FLORENZ!
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away supporters with batons in
response to German taunts directed at
the Olympiakos faithful.

Mueller, though, was a lucky
goalscorer when his wildly mishit
cross from the right looped over
goalkeeper Roberto Gago and into the
top corner.

Late on Mario Goetze scored a
second from a tight angle and Mueller
rounded off the scoring in injury time
from the penalty spot.

gs back Barca

Brazilian Hulk was the star as Zenit
St Petersburg came away from Valencia
with a 3-2 win.

Hulk put Zenit two goals in front
before Joao Cancelo pulled one back
and Andre Gomes levelled only for
Axel Witsel to crack home the winner
for the Russians on 76 minutes,

Bayer Leverkusen started their
Group E campaign with a fine 4-1
victory over BATE Borisov with Haka
Calhanoglu scoring a brace.

Javier Hernandez and Admir
Mehmedi also found the net for the
Germans while Nemanja Milunovic
scored for the Belarussians.

In Ukraine, Dynamo Kiev drew 2-2
with Porto.

Debutants Gent had goalkeeper
Matz Sels to thank for saving a last-
gasp Alexandre Lacazette penalty as
the Belgians earnt a 1-1 draw at home
to Lyon.

Christophe Jallet opened the
scoring in the Group H encounter
before Danijel Milicevic equalised for
Gent, who finished with nine men

after the dismissals of Brecht Dejaegere
and Thomas Foket.

Bayer Leverkusen 4 — 1 BATE Borisov

(Mehmedi 4, Calhanoglu 47, (Milunoyic 13)

75-pen, Hermandez 58)

Roma 1 — 1 Barcelona

(Florenzi 31) (Suarez 21)

Dinamo Zagreb 2 — 1 Arsenal

Oxlade-Chamberfain (Walcott 79)

24-og, Fernandes 58)

Olympiakos 0 — 3 Bayern Munich
(Mueller 52, 90+2-pen,
Goetze 8§9)

Chelsea 4 — 0 Maccabi Tel-Aviv

(Willian 15, Oscar 45+4-pen,

Diego Costa 58, Fabregas 78)

Dynamo Kiev 2 — 2 Porto

(Gusey 20, Buyalskiy 89) (Aboubakar 23, 81)

Gent 1 — 1 Lyon

(Milicevic 68) {Jallet 58)

Rafinha's
season over

AFP, Madrid

It was crazy’

AFP, Rome

'EPL clubs
can't attract

Barcelona have confirmed
that midfielder Rafinha
Alcantara may miss the rest
of the season having rup-
tured a knee ligamentina | /4
nasty tackle against Roma '
on Wednesday.

The 22-year-old had
been on the field a matter
of minutes, after coming
on as a second-half substi-
tute in the 1-1 draw in
Champions League Group
E, when he suffered the
injury in a challenge by
Roma's Radja Nainggolan.

"Tests this morning have
revealed that FC Barcelona
midfielder Rafael Alcantara
-- also known as 'Rafinha’ --
has suffered a tear to the
anterior cruciate ligament
in his right leg.

Barca coach Luis Enrique
had already warned after the
game in the Italian capital
that "it looks like an ugly
injury, very ugly, to the knee,
He caught him from behind
and it is the most unfortu-
nate news of the day."

The reigning European
champions did not indicate
how long Rafinha may face
on the sidelines but the
recovery period required
after such an injury means
he could miss the rest of

2011/12.

the season.
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League draw on Wednesday.

"He took a chance and scored a great goal. Hats off to
him, but it was partly my fault because we tell our goalkeep-
ers to play like that. But that will be the last goal like that we
concede.’

Florenzi's strike has relaunched debate about where
exactly he should play. Known for his versatility, at Roma he
has played on the wing, in midfield and at right-back.

Barcelona defender Gerard Pique led the
tributes to the "crazy" goal scored by
Alessandro Florenzi that earned Roma a
point from the sides' 1-1 Champions

"It was crazy!" Pique wrote on Twitter
in a reply to a fan who had asked the Spanish defender's
reaction to Florenzi's long-distance strike that caught
Barcelona 'keeper Marc-Andre ter Stegen off guard.

"When I saw the goal, I didn't believe it! One of the best
goals ['ve received in my career.”

On what was Lionel Messi's 100th Champions League
appearance, the Barcelona star was upstaged by Florenzi's
strike, which sports daily La Gazzetta dello Sport calculated
atadistance of 55.49 metres.

After collecting the ball in his own half, Florenzi carried it
over the halfway line near the right touchline, looked up and,
when he saw the Barcelona 'keeper 15 metres out of his goal,
launched a drive that went over Ter Stegen and in off his far post.

The 24-year-old Florenzi admitted to stunning himself.

"It was a great goal, you could see that by the reaction on
my face after it went in," he said, admitting he decided to
take a pot shot after realising he had no other choices.

"1 saw (Edin) Dzeko but couldn't get the ball to him. So |
said to myself, 'shoot’. The worst thing that can happen is it
goes out of play. Then I saw it go in the back of the net.”

Barcelona coach Luis Enrique, meanwhile, said he was
partly to blame and claimed Florenzi had been lucky.

"He (Florenzi) is a good player, but he was a little lucky,"
said Luis Enrique, who spent a season as coach of Roma in

world's best'

MAIL ONLINE

Franz Beckenbauer believes
that despite the huge reve-
nue of the Premier League,
the world's best players still
ply their trade outside of
England's top-flight.

The Bayern Munich
legend told German sports
newspaper Blid: They can't
buy everyone, Most impor-
tantly, they can't buy (Lionel)
Messi, (Cristiano) Ronaldo,
(Zlatan) Ibrahimovic and
our Thomas Muller.’

Premier League clubs
broke the £1billion-mark for
spending in a single calendar
year following the conclu-
sion of this summer's trans-
fer window on September 1,
according to Sports Business
Group at Deloitte.

Beckenbauer, however,
insists that better quality
players reside elsewhere.
On the strength of the
Bundesliga, he added:
'They don't have any
among the best in the
world. We still have great
footballers in Germany.'

1b euros bet
on each
EPL game
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Barcelona's Brazilian midfielder Rafinha (L) is in agony after a
challenge from Roma's Radja Nainggolan during their Champions

League clash in Rome on Wednesday.
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AFP, Doha

As much as one billion euros
is gambled globally on every
English Premier League
game, the vast majority in
illegal bets, the head of a
sports integrity watchdog
told AFP Wednesday.

Chris Eaton, the executive
director of the Qatar-based
International Centre for
Sport Security, said the huge
sums could be placed on
results, regardless of which
two teams are playing.

"Up to one billion euros
is bet on each Premier
League game," said Eaton.
"Absolutely nothing is
immune."

Eaton estimated that up
to 80 per cent of the
amount gambled on each
English game is through
illegal betting.
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