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A Nepalese man helps a child light a candle during an event to celebrate Nepal's new national constitution in
Kathmandu yesterday. Lawmakers voted in favour of the long-delayed bill despite weeks of violent protests that

have killed more than 40 people and shut down large swathes of the south.
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8.3 quake kills 10 in Chile;
1 million people evecuated

AFP, Santiago

A powerful 8.3-magnitude earthquake
struck off Chile Wednesday, killing 10
people, forcing the evacuation of a million
and sparking warnings that tsunami waves
could reach Japan.

Buildings swayed as far away as in Buenos
Aires, Argentina, 1,500 kilometers to the east. In
Chile, people ran outinto the streets in terror.

TV footage showed stores with floors
strewn with a mess of broken bottles, jars
and other spilled merchandise.

It was the sixth most powerful quake in
the history of geologically volatile Chile and
the strongest anywhere in the world this
year, Deputy Interior Minister Mahmoud
Aleuy said.

The death toll of 10 was given by Interior
Minister Jorge Burgos.

Strong aftershocks followed the first
quake, and a tsunami alert was imposed for
hours for the Chilean coast. But it was lifted
before dawn yesterday. Many people were
evacuated to higher ground.

Tsunami warnings were issued in New
Zealand and other countries in the Pacific.

In Chile, more than 135,000 families
were left without power in the north-central
coast area, the National Emergency Office

reported, lowering an early figure.

Central Choapa province, which is
closest to the epicenter, was declared a
disaster zone and placed under military
rule.

The United States Geological Survey
(USGS) said the quake occurred at 2254
GMT and measured a 8.3 on the so-called
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moment magnitude scale.

It occurred at a shallow depth, 228
kilometers north of Santiago, a city of 6.6
million people.

The Chilean government put the main
earthquake at 8.4 on a slightly different
measurement, the Richter scale.

Interior Minister Burgos said evacuation
of coastal towns and cities had been ordered
as a precautionary measure, Classes were

Sri Lanka vows to try war
criminals after UN report

Fire forces 1,000
pilgrims from
Makkah hotel

AFP, Mecca

RuUSSIA'S ROLE IN SYRIA CRISIS

US open to 'tactical' talks

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka promised yesterday to punish those
found guilty of war crimes but stopped short of
supporting an internationally backed probe, a
day after a damning UN report on abuses
committed during the island's conflict.

Foreign Minister Mangala
Samaraweera said the government would
work with the international
community to ensure account-
ability and reconciliation
following the island's separatist
war, which ended in 2009.

But Samaraweera did not
commit to the UN's key recom-
mendation to allow international
experts to assist its domestic inves-
tigation, saying more discussions
were needed with stakeholders.

He said the government would establish its
own "credible, domestic mechanism" within 18
monthsto probe allegations in the UN report.

"We have a well-crafted and a sober
report,” Samaraweera said. "It is now up to us
to investigate and ensure justice is rolled out."

"Whoever is responsible, if proved, we
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Samaraweera

will punish them without considering their
rank or position," Samaraweera told report-
ers in Colombo. "By doing that we can
protect the good name of the army."

Releasing the long-awaited report on
Wednesday, UN rights chief Zeid Ra'ad Al
Hussein said Sri Lanka needed international
help to address the "horrific level of
violations and abuses" during the
decades-long war.

Sri Lanka's then army chief
Sarath Fonseka denied yesterday
there had been abuses by troops
under his command, but said the
government should investigate the
UN's allegations.

"Army, military and the law
enforcement authorities will have to
face the reality (and) should be in a position to
answer reasonably and clear the minds and
doubts of those who are making those
allegations," he told reporters.

The UN report alleged that key Tiger
leaders were executed by security forces after
they surrendered in the final days of the war,
but Fonseka denied this.

About 1,000 Asian pilgrims
were evacuated early yester-
day from their hotel in the
Saudi city of Makkah, hitby a
fire that injured two people,
the civil defence agency said.
Firefighters "rescued two
pilgrims who were hurt" by

AGENCIES

The White House yesterday said it was open to limited talks
with Russia following Moscow's deployment of troops and
heavy weapons to war-torn Syria.

White House spokesman Josh Earnest said the United
States could be willing to take up a Russian offer of talks so
long as they were "tactical, practical discussions."

Amid suspicions that Russia is moving to further prop up

the fire in an eighth-floor
room of the unnamed hotel,
the agency said.

More than one million
faithful have already arrived
in Makkah for this year's
hajj, which begins Tuesday.

The agency also did not
give the nationality of the
pilgrims, nor say what
caused the blaze.

The hajj is the world's
biggest annual event. It is
one of the five pillars of
Islam, and every able-
bodied Muslim who can
afford it is expect to make
the pilgrimage at least once.

decision.

civilians, or at what level.

productive,” said Earnest.

Islamic State.

Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, President
Barack Obama's critics are sure to pounce on the

It was not immediately clear whether the
discussions would be held by the military or

Military dialogue between Russia and the
United States had been suspended since 2014,
following Moscow's annexation of Ukraine.

"We have made clear that Russia's military
actions inside of Syria, if they are used to prop
up the Assad regime, would be destabilizing and counter-

"That all being said, we have long indicated we could
welcome constructive contributions from the Russians to
the anti-ISIL coalition,” he said, using an acronym for

"That is why we remain open to tactical, practical discus-
sions with the Russians in order to further the goals of the
counter-ISIL coalition and to ensure the safe conduct of the
coalition operations.”

Meanwhile, a Syrian military source told Reuters yester-
day that Syrian military has recently started using new types
of air and ground weapons supplied by Russia, underlining
growing Russian support to Damascus that is alarming the
United States.

"The weapons are highly effective and very
accurate, and hit targets precisely," the source
said in response to a question about Russian
support. "We can say they are all types of
weapons - be it air or ground."

The source said the army had been trained in the
use of the weapons in recent months and was now
deploying them, declining to give further details
other than saying they were "new types".

The Russian government yesterday said its
military support for Damascus was aimed at
fighting terrorism, safeguarding Syria's statehood and
preventinga "total catastrophe” in the region.

Itincludes a larger Russian military presence on the ground
in Syria, where President Bashar al-Assad has faced increased
pressure this year from rebels fighting to topple him, but its
full scope and intentions remain unclear.
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Tender Notice No-17.00.0000.029.70.005.11

Election Commission

Bangladesh
Election Commission Secretariat
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar
(www.ec.org.bd)

Invitation for Tenders

Date: 15-09-2015

1 Ministry/division Election Commission Secretariat.
2 Agency Election Commission Secretariat.
3 Procuring entity name General Service, Election Commission Secretariat.
4 Procuring entity district Dhaka.

5 Invitation Ref No. 17.00.0000.029.70.005.11

6 Date 15-09-2015

7 Procurement method Open Tender Method (OTM).

8 Budget and source of funds GOB (Revenue Budget).

9 Tender package name Computer Accessories.

10 | Tender package No. ECGDO01 (Lot-1, 2, 3) & ECGDO06
11 | Tender publication date 16-09-2015.

12 | Tender last selling date 08-10-2015 (up to 4.00pm).

13 | Tender submission date and time | 11-10-2015 up to 2.00pm.

14 | Tender opening date and time 11-10-2015 at 2.30pm.

15 | Name & address of the office(s)

(a) Selling tender document

Senior Assistant Secretary, Service Section-2, Election
Commission Secretariat, Block # 5, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar,
Dhaka-1207.

(b) Receiving tender document

Senior Assistant Secretary, Service Section-2, Election
Commission Secretariat, Block # 5, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar,
Dhaka-1207.

(c) Opening tender document

Deputy Secretary (Jonobal
Commission Secretariat, Block # 5, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar,
Dhaka-1207.

Babostapona), Election

16 | Eligibility of tenderers

All eligible person(s)/firm(s) fulfilling the conditions laid in
the standard tender document.

17 | Brief description of goods and
related services

Computer Accessories, Stationery, Seal & Stamp (Lot-1),
Other Goods (Lot-2 & 3).

18 | Price of tender document of each
lot of ECGDO1 & Package
ECGDO06

Tk. 400/- (Taka four hundred).

PREMATURE DEATHS DUE TO AIR POLLUTION

New Delhi to top list

PT1, London

In another 10 years, Indian Capital New Delhi will record
the world's largest number of premature deaths due to air
pollution among all mega cities in the world.

By 2025, nearly 32,000 people in Delhi will die solely
due to inhaling polluted air.

However it will be another Indian city - Kolkata that will
record the highest number of such deaths by 2050.

Kolkata will see its number of premature deaths spike
between 2025 and 2050 and will record 54,800 deaths due to

air pollution - more than
WORST COUNTRIES

Delhi which will record

52,000 deaths and Mumbai
with 33100 deaths during COUNTRY DEATHS IN 2010
the same year. CHINA 1357353
Annually, 3.3 million |NDIA 644993
pEDplE worldwide die PAKISTAN 110571
prematurely from the puygippesy 91923
effects of air pollution.
This number swill | NGERIA 83023
double by 2050 to 6.6 RUSSIA 67152
million if emissions USA 54905

continue to rise, according
to a team of scientists at
the Max Planck Institute for Chemistry in Mainz.

In 2010, 75% of the premature mortality by air pollution
occurred in Asia - with 1.4 million people/year in China and
650,000 people dying every year in India.

Pakistan recorded the third highest number of deaths
due to air pollution in 2010 - 1.10 lakh followed by
Bangladesh (91923), Nigeria (89022) and Russia (67152).

Interestingly, around 54905 people died in 2010 in US,
majority of them due to inhaling polluted air released from
coal burning in power stations.

19 Sl | Identification of goods

Tender Security

Location ]

01 | Package: ECGDO6
Computer Accessories

Tk. 47,000/~ (forty-seven thousand)
in the form of Bank Draft/Pay Order
(refundable) from any scheduled | 5,
bank favouring Secretary, Election
Commission Secretariat, Dhaka.

Election Commission
Secretariat, Block #
Sher-e-Bangla
Nagar, Dhaka-1207

02 | Package: ECGDO1
Lot-1
Stationery,
Stamp

Seal &

Tk. 10,000/~ (ten thousand) in the
form of Bank Draft/Pay Order
(refundable) from any scheduled
bank favouring Secretary, Election
Commission Secretariat, Dhaka. |

03 | Package: ECGDO1
Lot-2
Other Goods

Tk. 12,500/~ (twelve thousand five
hundred) in the form of Bank
Draft/Pay Order (refundable) from
any scheduled bank favouring
Secretary,
Secretariat, Dhaka.

Election Commission

04 | Package: ECGDO1
Lot-3
Other Goods

Tk. 30,000/- (thirty thousand) in the
form of Bank Draft/Pay
(refundable) from any scheduled
Bank favouring Secretary, Election
Commission Secretariat, Dhaka.

Order

20 | Name of official inviting tender

Shudhangsu Kumar Saha.

21 | Designation of official inviting
tender

Senior Assistant Secretary.

22 | Address of official inviting tender

Service Section-2, Election Commission Secretariat,
Block # 5, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207.

23 | Contact details of official inviting
tender

Phone: 9180745

Fax No: 9129033

24 | The procuring entity reserves the right to reject any or all tenders.

GD-3034

Shudhangsu Kumar Saha
Senior Assistant Secretary

Saudi diplomat accused
of rape leaves India

BBC ONLINE

A Saudi diplomat accused of raping two Nepali women
hired to work as domestic help has left India under diplo-
matic immunity, the foreign ministry says.

The women, aged 30 and 50, said they were starved and
sexually abused by him and other Saudi nationals.

Saudi Arabia denies all the charges and refused to revoke
diplomatic immunity for the official, making it impossible
for him to be tried in India.

Analysts say his departure resolves a diplomatic dilemma
for India.

Nepal and India have close diplomatic relations, but
India is also eager to avoid tensions with oil-rich Saudi
Arabia where millions of Indians live and work.

On Wednesday night, foreign ministry spokesman Vikas
Swarup issued a statement saying First Secretary Majed
Hassan Ashoor "who is allegedly accused of abusing two
Nepali maids has left India".

He added that the official was protected under the
Vienna convention on diplomatic relations.

Police in India had earlier registered a case of rape,
sodomy and illegal confinement against the official, with-

out naming him.
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