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MAKKAH TRAGEDY

Bangladeshi
Hajj pilgrim
among dead

STAEF CORRESPONDENT

A Bangladeshi pilgrim was
among the 107 people
killed in Friday's crane
collapse at Makkah's Grand
Mosque.

The victim, Mohammad
Abul Kasem, 46, hailed
from Chandanaish upazila
of Chittagong, Golam
Moshi, Bangladesh ambas-
sador to Saudi Arabia, told
The Daily Star over phone
yesterday.

Officials of the
Bangladesh mission there
identified the body at a
mortuary of a local hospi-
tal around 2:00pm (local
time), he said.

A foreign ministry press
release said the victim was
the son of Anu Miah of

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

KIBRIA MURDER CASE

Babar among
32 indicted

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

A Sylhet court vesterday framed charges
against BNP leaders Lutfozzaman Babar
and Harris Chowdhury and 30 others in
former finance minister SAMS Kibria
murder case.

The trial of the case is set to begin with
the recording of testimony of the plaintitf

on September 21, more than a decade after the killing.
Judge Makbul Ahsan of Sylhet Speedy Trial Tribunal

fixed the date yesterday.

The then opposition lawmaker and Awami League leader
SAMS Kibria and four others, including his nephew Shah
Manzur Huda and local AL leader Abdur Rahim, were killed
inagrenade attack on a rally in Habiganj on January 27, 2005.

The incident has been probed three times and the investi-
gators have pressed charges thrice against 32 people, includ-

ing Babar and Harris.

The case proceedings were delayed further, as the court
deferred the charge framing nine times due to illness of one
of the accused, suspended Sylhet city mayor Ariful Haq

SEE PAGE 13 COL 6

Eighty-year-old Sajeda Khatun got on this BRTC bus at Motijheel around 9:00am with her daughter Rokeya to go
to Uttara. It's now 3:20pm. The bus is on Mohakhali flyover, stuck in traffic jam triggered by street agitation of

private university students. Sick from sitting for hours in the searing heat, the old woman lies down on the seats
as her daughter fans her with a paper.

PHOTO: SK ENAMUL HAQ

[llogical, unfair

Educationists say VAT on pvt universities
goes against govt's education policy

WasIM BIN HABIB and PORIMOL PALMA

AL's left allies

-against VAT
on education

+ PARTHA PRATIM BHATTACHARJEE

Eminent educationists think imposing value added tax (VAT) on private univer-

sities isillogical, unfairand contradictory to the government’s education policy.

The VAT decision stemmed from the government's perception that chil-
dren from only the rich families study in private universities and the institu- -
. education.

tions make huge profits, they believe,

However, they said, most students of these universities actually come |
from the middle and lower-middle class groups for whom the existing -
tuition fees are already quite heavy. And the 7.5 percent VAT will overbur- -
. prime minister's intervention.

den them.

The educationists suggested withdrawal of VAT and better governance of °

the private educational institutions.

The Daily Star has talked to them as thousands of students came out on
the streets across the country yesterday, especially in the capital where they |

blockaded major roads, paralysing tratfic.

"Education is not a commodity. It is being turned into a commodity. This -
said Prof Serajul Islam Choudhury, terming VAT on private .

should stop,”

universities unexpected, unreasonable and unethical.

Though the government is saying the VAT would be payable by the uni-
versities, not the students, but the burden would ultimately be passed on to .

the students in one way or the other, he said.

Students go to the private varsities not by choice, but because the public -
- and all of them expressed objections to

varsities cannot accommodate them, Prof Choudhury said.

Khaleda to

leave for UK
fomorrow

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia will leave for London
tomorrow for eye treatment.

Party's Standing
Committee Member Nazrul
[slam Khan told this to
journalists last night after
Khaleda held a 90-minute
meeting with senior party
leaders at her Gulshan
office in the capital.

The visit would be a
significant one, as the party
chief would discuss crucial
political issues with her
elder son and party senior
vice chairperson Tarique

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1
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. The ruling Awami League's partners in the
. 14-party combine yesterday said they are
* against imposing VAT on education, as it

would encourage commercialisation of
Some of them went on to accuse Finance
Minister Abul Maal Abdul Muhith of creat-

ing the present crisis and demanded the

The government slapped a 7.5 percent

« VAT on private universities in the current
. fiscal year's budget. The decision has pro-

voked outrage among students and their

* guardians who believe the university

authorities would eventually pass the
burden on to the students.
Since Wednesday, the students of pri-

- vate universities have been protesting

against the decision.
The Daily Star has talked to leaders of
six components of the 14-party alliance

SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

PREMATURE DEATHS

biggest cause

INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

Unhealthy eating

HARASSING BUSINESSMAN

Police HQ
for action
against 7 cops

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The police headquarters
has found three of its offi-
cials involved in harassing
an industrialist by filing a
false case against him.

A three-member probe
committee headed by
Alamgir Alam, additional
DIG at the police HQ, has
recommended suspension

globe, new data has revealed.
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Unhealthy eating has been named as the most
common cause of premature death around the

A poor diet - which involves eating too few
SEE PAGE 11 COL 5
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of and departmental action
against the three -- Officer-
in-Charge Pradip Kumar
Ghosh and two sub-
inspectors Sujon Biswas
and Ekramul Haque.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1
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FOOTWEAR

ONLINE POLL

Do you agree with
Prof Syed Manzoorul Islam
that imposing VAT on tuition
fees is completely illogical
and contradictory to the
government's policies?

M Voo aE—

w No =
TOTAL VOTES: 109

(89%)
(11%)

TODAY'S POLL

Do you agree with some
educationists that imposing
VAT on education is not
rational and morally
justified?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT |
www.thedailystar.net ;
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NBR looking into tax
status of private univs

Say officials

SOHEL PARVEZ

The National Board of Revenue has started
examining the past few years' tax payment
status of private universities, officials say.

The move follows a finance ministry
instruction.

Officials concerned said they had started
pathering tax payment data of all private
universities for the years since fiscal 1998-99.

NBR data showed that 66 private univer-
sities, including 51 in Dhaka, paid Tk 47.77
crore as tax since the FY. The amount is
around 38 percent of Tk 123.47 crore
claimed by the tax authorities over the years.

The NBR move to scrutinise the records
comes at a time when students are demon-
strating almost every day for withdrawal of a
7.5 percent VAT on private universities.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 5

FREEDOM FIGHTERS
Govt to raise

allowance
by 60pc

REjaAUL KARIM BYRON

The government is going to
increase allowance for free-
dom fighters by 60 percent
to make it Tk 8,000 monthly
per person,

The decision was taken
last week in a meeting of
social safety net with
Finance Minister AMA
Muhith in the chair,

A finance ministry official
said a circular would be issued
very soonin this regard.

Currently, a freedom
fighter gets Tk 5,000 as
allowance per month. In
June, Muhith in his budget
speech for the current fiscal
year (FY) said Tk 10,000 a
month as allowance would
be given to a freedom fighter
aged above 65.

After the finance minis-
ter's announcement, on
behalf of the freedom fight-
ers it was said freedom fight-
ers below the age of 65 were
small in number. So, the
facility for all freedom fight-
ers should be same.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

PRAYER TIMING

SEPTEMBER 14
Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN  4-35 12-45 4-30 6-14 7-45
JAMAAT 5-10 1-15 4-45 6-17 B8-15
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