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ho says that.only those:
belﬂngmg to dlsclplmes such
V' as Environmental science or
Gemgraphy can be concerned about the
environment? What do we mean by
environment-just the nature that we Tive
‘in or should we consider the hazards of
‘manmade environment as wel]?

The study of eco-criticism is-able to:
give answers toa: mynad of queries
regarding environment and environmental
justice and a group of eco critics
belonging to the Association forthe: Study
of Literature and Environment (ASLE) are
facilitating those solutions for us.:

;:_cﬂmmitment towards environment. ASLE
believes in the vision of “an inclusive
‘community whose members are:
‘committed to environmental research;
‘education, literature, art and service,
environmental justice, and ECﬂlﬂgIC&l[
sustainability.”

“Eco criticism is by its nature-an

interdisciplinary movement that:aims to
‘engage with a vast range of fields-

cenvironmental history, philosophy;
:5mr:ml vand science studies, and
_'eculﬂgy and the life sciences,” comments
Munasir Kamal, an’/ASLE ofganiser of
Bangladesh.

“Here; by 'discipline! we don't mean

only academic dnsclpfme, in fact; we
‘attempt to bring in otherart forms like:
phutﬂgraph}r,, music; theatre production
thatdeal with this issue,” explains Kamial.

Even maugh this was the first of its kind

«conference in the country, organisers have
‘received immense support and response
from-everyone. They have received 60’
conference paperson; diverse topics,

starting from plant biodiversity to health

effects of occupational and environmental
hazards; from how tea labourers in

Habiganj are being victimised tothe

realm of eco-consciousness in Michael
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have: shown;a lot:of interest in this area:
‘We have had a meetmg about the:
activities wecould do in future; “he
‘adds.

“Based on the: response we have:

received, we have made plans on three

levels,” says an organiser of ASLE, Sabrina

Binte Masud, regarding future plans of the

organisation in Bangladesh. lmtlall}r they

would like to/arrange a readmg circle,
‘where they can share study materials in
thefields of environmental literature; eco-
‘eriticism; environmental studies; literature
and science and generate collaborative
‘research. “Secondly, we ar&plannmg__to.
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Sifice its establishmentin 1992, ASLE
has been supporting the intellectual work
of its members and easing a global
intellectual exchange and collaboration
between its members and professional
organisationsjaround the-world. It has
been working as anactive international

platform where scholars and teachers from

different disciplines; including literature;
‘history; philosophy, environmental 5tud|e’5
cultural geography, film and media,
cultural studies, women and gender
._5tudtes, religious studies, ethnography;
psychology; and anthropology, come
'tﬂgether with a:similar vision and
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“In Bang]adesh prﬂfes.smnals

:belﬂngmg tovarious diverse fields'such ag
sociology, economics, geography and
environment have also joined the
‘movement and discussions regardlng the,
environment, We thought of creating a
forum where all disciplines could come
and work toward the common goal for
establishing environmental justice,” Kamal
says with that idea in mind, the ASLE-

Bangladesh Planning Committee and EMK

Center organised a two day international

lnterdlsuplmary conference called 'Eco-

criticsm; Environmental Justu:e and
Litera

ture' at the University of Dhaka,
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Jackson's work. For two days they had
three parallel sessions going on everyday
and to their amazement, they found many
people enthusiastically participating in
_thuae Sessions:

ASLE has branches and affiliations in
many countries, including the UK,
Ireland, ]arpan,. Ind:a and Kﬂrea "’In

-----

'p[annung r:ummtftee in the pmcear.s c:f
‘becoming affiliated with ASLE,” says.
Kamal. “Dr Scott Slovic, the founding

president of ASLE was present as:a

keynote speaker‘in the conference and
he wasquite excitedto know that pecﬁple
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‘organise seminars in different universities
‘with students of different disciplines;”
‘Masud continues.

“Being an interdisciplinary issue, we
hope students: belonging toa wide range:

‘of institutions, fields, and interests could
‘connect with one another to organise
lectiires; readings and conference panels
«and to collaborate on projects and .
Jinitiatives," says Sabrina ﬂptlmlstw:a!ly

Finally, we would like to arrange an

international conference each year in
‘Bangladesh and publish a journal every
tworyears based on the: papers we receive:
lin the conference m
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ho says there's nothing to do in Dhaka? All we have to do is just look for the colours;
" inthe r:ght places! Grab your camera and set out towards Uttara known for the
-V i irport, the second railway station, Raj Lakhsmi market and sporting a chaotic:
baJa:nte between schools, hospitals, boutique stores and residences, A walk around the airport
vicinity and you will find ymurse[f standing in the middle/of a festival that takes places almost
every day. Families after work, gather to watch airplanes take off and land. Children remain
awestruckat the sight — the next thing you know; they are running towards the balloon-wallah;

selling balloons in al[ colours. All you have to do is; takea walk and look around!

~ ELITA KARIM
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