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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Govt reveals 2013 figure
amid confusion; no latest

Amid confusion and conflicting statistics about literacy rate
over the last four years, Primary and Mass Education
Minister Mostafizur Rahman yesterday said itis 61 percent.

This, however, does not depict the current picture as he
quoted the figure from a survey conducted by the
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics in 2013. The minister gave
the statistics at a briefing at his ministry ahead of the
International Literacy Day to be observed tomorrow.

There has been serious confusion over the actual literacy
rate since 2011 with the ministers and government officials
coming up with conflicting figures on this occasion every year.

Even the incumbent minister at a similar briefing last
year claimed the literacy rate was 65 percent without
explaining how he got the figure. At the same programme,
the then secretary Kazi Akhtar Hossain said the rate was

“almost 70 percent”,

The then director general of Bureau of Non-formal
Education (BNFE) said since they considered BBS's estimate
as the yardstick, the rate was 59.82 percent as per a BBS

survey conducted in 2010.

In 2013, the then minister Afsarul Ameen claimed that the
literacy rate was 71 percent, though he did not explain how he
had come up with the number, The previous year, his deputy,
Motahar Hossain said the rate was more than 60 percent.

The primary and mass education minister, however,
elaborated on the figure yesterday, saying the rate was
divided in different categories based on age groups.

Literacy rate of children between seven and 15 years of
age was 54.19 percent. It was 59.82 percent for the people
over 15, he said, quoting the BBS survey published in June

this year.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

A photo taken on Saturday shows an area inundated by floodwater in
Dalirkandi of Sariakandi upazila, Bogra. Inset, people moving their
belongings to safety from Gideri village in Gaibandha Sadar yesterday.
Lef, a man in Baurgati village of Gaurnadi upazila, Barisal, tries to
stop floodwater from entering his betel leaf orchard.
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‘Mugger
killed in
cop firing

STAEF CORRESPONDENT

An alleged mugger was
killed after he was shot by
police at Tikatuli in the
capital yesterday.

Police claimed that they
had shot him in the legs
when he and two others
were fleeing after mugging a
Bangladesh Bank official.

In another incident,
muggers shot a trader and
snatched away around Tk
4.8 lakh from him in the
city's Shyampur area.

According to police and
witnesses, three youths
stopped Sharif Hafizur
Rahman, who works at the
central bank, near the office
of Bangla daily Inqgilab on
his way home on a rickshaw
around 3:30pm. They then
snatched Tk 78,000 from
him.

As he screamed for help,
locals and a police patrol
chased the muggers, said
Tapan Kumar Saha, officer-in-
charge of Wari Police Station.

The muggers entered an
alley and hurled two crude
bombs at the policemen,
prompting the law enforcers
to open fire. The bullets hit
one of the criminals in the
legs while two others fled
the scene, claimed the OC.

The injured was rushed to
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital where he was
declared dead around
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'RANA PLAZA' MOVIE
SC stays
ban order

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court yester-
day lifted a ban on the
release and screening of the
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Toxic PARACETAMOL SYRUPS

3 of another company
face arrest orders

Mahbubul Alam and Delwar Hossain,

film Rana Plaza, which
features the miraculous
rescue of garment worker
Reshma Khatun from under
the rubble 17 days after the
collapse of the building.

Reshma was pulled out
of the rubble of Rana Plaza,
which collapsed in Savar
on April 23, 2013.

As many as 1,135 peo-
ple, mostly workers, were
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The Dhaka drug court yesterday issued
arrest warrants for the managing director,
director and an employee of now-defunct
Polychem Laboratories for manufacturing
toxic paracetamol syrups, cancelling their
bail obtained in 1994,

Judge M Atoar Rahman passed the order
after managing director Harun-Or-Rashid,
director Abdur Rob and manager ASM
Golam Qader of Polychem had repeatedly
defied the court's order to appear before it.

Two other accused, pharmacists

appeared before the court to face the trial.
They are still on bail.

The last hearing the drug court held on
the case against Polychem was in July 1994
betore the accused obtained bail and a High
Court stay order on the case's proceedings.

The officers-in-charge of Lalbagh and
Kamrangirchar police were asked to execute
the warrants by September 13 and inform
the court about it. The court on the day will
hold the hearing on the charge framing,.

If an accused gets bail and a stay on the
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People gather on the bank of
Gabbaria river to see the test flight
of a locally made seaplane.
Mahbubur Rahman Shaon, botftom,
built and piloted it.
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Homemade 'seaplane’
takes maiden flight

SOHRAB HOSSAIN with ANDREW EAGLE

In Moazzempur village of Patuakhali's Kalapara upazila life runs in comfortably
predictable details. Crops are sown and duly harvested, and years pass with little
to disrupt the endearing natural cycles. For Moazzempur to play host to any
grand spectacle is a circumstance that's virtually unheard of.

Yet last Friday, thousands of villagers gathered excitedly along both banks of
the Gabbaria River, 20 kilometres south of Kalapara town, for just such an event.
They hoped to witness the first test flight of a locally built, homemade seaplane.

Indeed, were any usual, commercial seaplane to visit Moazzempur it must be
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Govt makes
huge profit
from fuel sale

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government makes a
staggering Tk 31 profit with
every litre of octane it sells.
It makes Tk 18 with diesel,
and Tk 17 with kerosene
and jet fuel (JetA1).

The profit margin is Tk
22 a litre in the case of
turnace oil.

State Minister for
Electricity, Power and
Mineral Resources Nasrul
Hamid revealed this in
parliament yesterday while
responding to lawmakers’
queries.

If the fuel prices are
reduced in line with the
international market, it has
no significant impact on
essential commodity
pieces, transport fares or in
other sectors, he said.

“Therefore, people do
not get the benefit [even if
the govt decreased prices of
fuels],” the state minister
said in a scripted reply.
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ONLINE POLL

Do you think the authority
should reconsider the recent
price-hike of gas and power?
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TOTALVOTES: 75

TODAY'S POLL

Do you agree with Dr Igbal
Arslan, general secretary of
Bangladesh Medical
Association that half of the
patients in Bangladesh are
wrongly treated?

(79%)
(21%)
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Modi takes
the Metro

NDTV ONLINE

s
E

The commuters of the

Delhi Metro were taken

completely by surprise

yesterday morning, when

a high-protfile co-
passenger entered the
very first train leaving

Janpath -- Prime Minister
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