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Safarova sent packing

Nadal survives a scare

AFP, New York

Lucie Safarova joined the US
Open seeds casualty list on
Tuesday when the Czech
left-hander became the
fourth top-10 player to lose
in the first round.

Sixth-seeded Safarova slipped to a 6-4, 6-
1 defeat to Ukraine's Lesia Tsurenko, the
woman she defeated in the semifinals in
New Haven just last week,

With world number three Maria
Sharapova having pulled out of the tourna-
ment through injury, Safarova's defeat also
served to ease Serena Williams's path to a
calender Grand Slam.

World number two Simona Halep avoided
the upsets when she reached the second round
thanks to New Zealand opponent Marina
Erakovic retiring with a knee injury.

Halep was leading 6-2, 3-0 when her
99th-ranked rival called it quits, having
received a medical timeout for treatment on
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face either Kateryna Bondarenko of Ukraine
or Yulia Putintseva of Kazakhstan for a place
in thelast32.

Another winner on Tuesday was German
11th seed Angelique Kerber, a 2011 semi-
finalist, who saw oftf Romania's Alexandra
Dulgheru 6-3, 6-1.

Earlier, two-time champion Rafael Nadal
survived a scare at the hands of Croatian
teenager Borna Coric to reach second round.

Nadal prevailed 6-3, 6-2, 4-6, 6-4 against
his 18-year-old opponent,

Three-time defending champion Serena
Williams launched her quest for a historic
title Monday by overwhelming 86th-ranked
Russian Vitalia Diatchenko and advancing
to the second round.

The world number one was a 6-0, 2-0
winner after only 30 minutes.

Top-ranked Novak Djokovic also cruised
into the second round on the men's side but
Japanese fourth seed Kei Nishikori crashed out
after his US Open runner-up effort last year,

Djokovic needed only one hour and 11
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herright knee at the end of the first set.
Romanian 23-year-old Halep goes on to

minutes to capture a 6-1, 6-1, 6-1 victory
over Brazil's Joao Souza.

Venue: SBNCS
Time: 11:00am

ROONEY DIDN'T KNOW MARTIAL

Morgan Schneidlerin has revealed Wayne Rooney had no idea who
Anthony Martial was before the French striker was linked with a move to
Old Trafford. "On the plane [from Wales], Wayne Rooney came to speak to
me and asked me who Martial was, because the English press had started
to speak about him. | told him he's a great player with great potential,
whao has played some good matches with Monaco. | said he is technical
and powerful. A little like Thierry Henry," Schneiderlin said.

--INTERNET

Rafael Nadal of Spain is ecstatic after his win over Borna Coric of Croatia during their US Open men's singles
first round match at Flushing Meadows in New York on Monday.

PHOTO: AFP

Juve boost
midfield

AFP, Milan

Juventus have bolstered
their depleted midfield
following the departure of
Andrea Pirlo and Arturo
Vidal by signing Hernanes
from Inter Milan and
upcoming Frenchman
Mario Lemina from
Marseille,

Hernanes, known for his
great ball control and play-
making skills, signed a
three-year deal worth 11m
euros ($12.4million,
£8million) to become
Juve's second signing on
the final day of the summer
transfer period after France
under-21 midfielder
Lemina, who joins on a
season-long loan deal.

A statement on
Hernanes said: "Juventus
Football Club can confirm
that an agreement has
been reached with Inter
Milan for the purchase of
Anderson Hernanes for a
fee of ELIR11 million,
payable in three financial

years.

Third knee op
for Strootman

Gibson given
20-month
driving ban

AFP, Milan AFP, London

P Dutch international Kevin Strootman's long- | Everton midfielder Darron
@# | running battle with injury continued on | Gibson was banned from

. el

Tuesday as the Roma player bowed to advice
‘"i to undergo a third knee operation in a bid to
' get his career back on track.

Strootman was told by specialists last week he may require
a third operation on his troublesome left knee, which flared
up during a pre-season tour of Australia with his club.

And the Roma midfielder -- who originally tore his ante-
rior cruciate ligament (ACL) in March 2014 -- has reluctantly
accepted the advice in a bid to kickstart his stuttering career.

"Unfortunately due to a lack of power in my left leg I
cannot compete at the highest level right now," Strootman
said on his Twitter account.

"The last few weeks we have consulted many top profes-
sors all over the world and they and the medical staff of AS
Roma have advised me to reconstruct the existing ACL into
another position in order for me to have less problems with
my knee in the future and to regain my power again. I will

undergo surgery this morning (Tuesday)."
Strootman joined the Giallorossi from PSV Eindhoven in

2013 but has made only 31 appearances for Roma in two
seasons.

After initially damaging his knee in March 2014 ina 1-0
defeat to Napoli, he returned to action eight months later, in
November, only to hit a stumbling block in January this year
when he was stretchered off against Fiorentina after sustain-
ing further damage to his ACL. Days later, he underwent his
second operation.

driving for 20 months and
sentenced to a 12-month
comimunity order on
Tuesday after he collided
with three cyclists and
drove off.

Republic of Ireland
international Gibson was
over the legal drink-drive
limit when his vehicle
mounted a pavement and
struck the men who had
stopped to fix a broken
bicycle chain.

The former Manchester
United player sped off in

his black Nissan Skyline
GT-R Nismo before he

pulled into a nearby petrol
station on the morning of
August 16.

Police were eventually
called by a garage attendant
after Gibson hit a petrol
pump and began filling his
vehicle with fuel while
wearing no shoes.

Real angry at MU for
De Gea deal collapse

AFP, Madrid

P Real Madrid have blamed
\ 4 | Manchester United for the

;“*‘# B collapse of goalkeeper David
ﬂ de Gea's move to the Spanish

giants, claiming the English
side sent the documents needed to com-
plete the deal after the Spanish transfer
deadline had passed.

Madrid seemed set to conclude the long-
running transfer saga with a deal that would
see the Spanish giants pay a significant
transtfer fee for De Gea and send Costa Rican
international goalkeeper Keylor Navas to
United as part of the deal.

However, Spanish league sources con-
firmed that the player hadn't been registered
and Madrid admitted they had sent the
required documentation to the league after
the window closed at midnight local time
(2200GMT) on Monday.

"Manchester United introduced into the
Transfer Matching System (TMS) the details
for the transfer of David de Gea, not those
for Keylor Navas, at 00:00 Spanish time,
sending simultaneously to Real Madrid the
signed transfer contracts. Real Madrid
received the complete documentation at
00:02 and tried to access the TMS but this

was already closed," Madrid said in a
lengthy statement posted on their website
onTuesday.

"Madrid, facing the possibility of a con-
tentious situation in the transfer of the
player, decided to send the contracts to the
Spanish Professional League, even knowing
the deadline had already passed.

"In conclusion, Real Madrid did every-
thing necessary in every moment to try to
finalise these two transfers."

Despite Madrid's prolonged interest in
De Gea, they claim negotiations between
the two clubs for the player didn't begin
until Monday morning,

Real Madrid haven't indicated whether
they intend to appeal to football's govern-
ing body FIFA in an attempt to force the
transfer through.

FIFA refused to comment on the specific
details of the case when contacted by AFP on
Tuesday, but confirmed that no appeal had
been lodged by any of the parties involved.

"Up until now, we do not appear to have
been contacted by either of the parties in
this matter," said a FIFA spokesperson.

De Gea has just one year left on his con-
tract at Old Trafford meaning he could join
Madrid for free next year if the transfer does-
n't go through now.

Everton snap
up Funes

AFP, London

Argentine centre-back
Ramiro Funes Mori has
joined Everton from River
Plate for a fee of £9.5 mil-
lion ($14.6 million, 12.9
million euros), the Premier
League club announced on
Tuesday.

The 24-year-old
defender, capped once by
Argentina, has signed a five-
year contract.

"When 1 heard about
Everton's interest, [ didn't
think twice," Funes told the
Everton website. "My agent
told me about this opportu-
nity and Everton did every-
thing to bring me over and 1
wanted to come,

"I feel happy because the
people here have shown me
a lot of love and I'm very
happy and comfortable here
already.

"I saw the people at
Goodison Park and I saw
they were a family and all
cheering the players and
obviously I liked that atmo-
sphere, Hopefully I can fit
straight into the group, we
can get along and do big
things here."

Januzaj joins
Dortmund

AFP, Berlin

Manchester United's
Belgium forward Adnan
Januzaj has joined Borussia
Dortmund on loan for a
season, the German club
confirmed on Monday.

The 20-year-old attacking
midfielder, who was in the
Belgium squad for the 2014
World Cup and has made 47
appearances for United in
the Premier League, has
signed until next June.

"Borussia Dortmund is a
big club and the fans here
are unbelievable. I want to
have a lot of success with
this team, " said Januzaj.

Dortmund are top of the
Bundesliga table on goal
difference from defending
champions Bayern Munich
with both sides having won
their first three games of the
season.
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Sonartori Tower : 9663556, Shimanto Square (Old Rifles Square) : 9650901, Airport Road : 8124986, 01727083909, Farmgate: 9139200, Sony Center Bashundhara City : 9144664, Sony Centre (Sony Mobile & Gadget Store) : 9114373-4. PaltonMor : 9555519,
9563433, Stadium-1: 9555594, Stadium-2 : 9552376, Stadium-3 : 9554749, Mouchak : 9331870, 01732350232, Lalmatia : 9118328, Mohammadpur : 8144892, Sony Center, Gulshan-1: 9883344, 9883355 Gulshan-2 : 01971485695, 9880516, Uttara : 7911637,
Lalbag : 58612529, Laxmibazar: 9578929, Bashabo : 7252018, Badda (Holland Centre ): 9850545, Mirpur-1: 9010878, Mirpur-10 : 9005843, Ibrahimpur : 9872098, Shewrapara : 9015324, Dholairpar : 7443236, linjira : 7772026, Savar : 7742831, Narayangon) :
7632704, Jumuna Future Park (JFP) : 01817067202; Norshingdi: 63086, Gazipur : 01816814239, Gazipur Chowrasta : 9262381, 01912998822, Maowna: 01711187717, Mymensingh: 01714540386, Jamalpur: 01710310598, Kishoregonj: 0942-55540, 01714325354,
Sirajgonj: 075165044, Comilla : 08166567, Laksham: 0803251184, Maijdee: 032163467, Chittagong Wasa Corner : 031611334. Agrabad: 031712810, Halishahar : 031710995, Feni: 61147, Feni-2 : 01711235174, Cox' Bazar: 034151130, Chawlk Bazar : 0312553774,

Khagrachari: 037162429, Bandarban: 036162164, Rajshahi : 774675, 775864, Khulna : 722605, 731698, Jessore : 67331, Jessore-2: 62154, 01712664041, Kushtia : 63121, 01710747889, Chowmuhoni : 52007, Barisal : 64062, Barisal-2 : 62022, 01736594418,

Natore:

62189, Naogaon: 074181277,01717256750 Ishwardi:

63057, Pabna:

51813, Brahmanbaria:

58799, 01717105838. Ramgonj: 01816690666,

Kalitala, Bogra : 01818305105, NababbariBogra: 51444, 60066, 01718942733, Sylhet : T10171, 725355, Moulabhi Bazar : 53707, Hobigonj: 62289, Narail: 62126, 01913-250752, Shatkhira: 62667, Magura: 62597, 01716436680, Chapainababgonj: 01712095267,
Rangpur: 0521-62141, 01199380344, Dinajpur 61087, Faridpur :

66111



