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Journalists
acquitted in
Thai navy
defamation trial

AFP, Phuket

An Australian journalist and his Thai
colleague were acquitted of criminal
defamation yesterday over a report
implicating Thailand's navy in
human trafficking, as the country
faces heavy criticism for its role in the
deadly trade.

The pair were also found not guilty
on another charge of breaching the
nation's tough Computer Crimes Act
in a high-profile trial that had sparked
condemnation from human rights
groups and the United Nations.

Alan Morison and Chutima
Sidasathian, of the Phuketwan news
website, had faced up to seven years
in jail over a July 2013 article quoting
a Reuters news agency investigation
that said some Thai navy members
were involved in trafficking Rohingya
Muslims fleeing Myanmar.

"The court has acquitted (the
pair),” their lawyer Siriwan
Vongkietpaisan told AFP shortly after
the verdict was delivered at Phuket
Provincial Court.

The ruling is a rare bright spot for
the media in a nation governed by a
junta that has stamped down on
freedom of expression.

Amnesty International welcomed
the verdict but added that the two
journalists "should never have had to
stand trial in the first place”.

"This is just the latest in a long line
of attacks on freedom of expression
and media outlets since the military
seized power in 2014," regional
spokesman Josef Benedict said.

The acquittal comes after the
region's people-trafficking trade was
dramatically laid bare this year when
dozens of migrants' graves were
found on the Thai-Malaysia border.

As the network unravelled amid a
Thai crackdown, migrants were aban-
doned at sea and in jungle camps, in a
crisis that eventually forced Southeast
Asian governments to respond.

Speaking to AFP after the verdict,
Chutima said: "The judge did the
right thing, this is a big step for free-
dom of expression and freedom of
the media in Thailand.”

Southern Thailand has long been
known as a nexus for lucrative and
largely unchecked smuggling net-
works through which persecuted
Rohingya Muslims in Buddhist-
majority Myanmar, and Bangladeshi
economic migrants, pass on their way
to Malaysia.

Murder
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The Rab got clues about the three by
tracking the phone of one of them.
The arrestees said they abducted
Tanvir and then slit his throat on
August 25, said Lt Col Mahbubul,
adding that they demanded ransom
after the murder from Tanvir's family
over the phone.
"l demand exemplary punishment
to the criminals,” said the victim's

father.

Latif quits parliament
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Addressing the House, Latif, with a
smiling face, said, "Honourable
Speaker, | am tendering my resignation
from my Tangail-4 constituency. If you
want, I can read it out.”

“You don't need to do it,” replied
Speaker Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury.

“Today is my last day in parliament.
[ don't want to make any complaints
againstanyone,” he said.

“I am a human being and to err is
human. I don't lose my trust in
humanity. Even though the state acted
repressively on me, 1 faced it with
patience,” Latif continued.

“I haven't come here with a basket
of complaints. I am always against of
all sorts of fraudulence, self-interest
and vagueness,” he said, adding that
he was not afraid of criticism and that
he had dedicated his life to uphold
people's interest.

Refuting the allegations of hurting
religious sentiment, Latif said he was a
“pure Muslim” and believed in secu-
larism and religion.

He also claimed that he was an
Awami Leaguer and a follower of
Bangabandhu.

During his 15-minute speech, Latif
said, "My leader doesn't want me to
continue as a Member of Parliament
and | am offering my resignation from
Tangail-4 constituency. | was loyal to
her when [ was her activist. Why will I
not be so after my expulsion?”

The EC has been holding a hearing

on the issue of the cancellation of
Latif's parliamentary membership. His
resignation came when the EC was yet
to give its decision.

Eight months after his expulsion
from the party, the AL on July 5 this
year sent a letter to the Speaker inform-
ing her of Latif's expulsion. Later, the
Speaker sent a letter to the EC seeking
its opinion on Latif's parliamentary
membership.

In his speech, Latif raised questions
whether the Speaker had the authority
to send letters to the EC seeking its opin-
ion on the fate of his membership.

On October 12, he was sacked from
his position as the telecommunica-
tions and information technology
minister and was also removed from
party presidium, the highest policy-
making body of the party. He lost his
primary membership in the AL on
October 24 last year.

Fake currency
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3,300. Fraudsters sell the notes to
wholesalers in different districts for
Tk 4,000 to Tk 8,000.

The wholesalers then sell them to
their agents for Tk 20,000 to Tk
25,000. The agents hand them over
to retailers for Tk 40,000 to Tk
45,000. Retailers, in turn, circulate
the notes while buying goods and
transferring money.

A case was filed with Mirpur Police
Station in this connection.

4 students suspended
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Haque Bhuyan told The Daily Star.

A show cause notice was also issued
to the four students, the VC said. He,
however, did not say when they would
have to come up with their explana-
tions.

According to campus sources, the
four are followers of BCL's SUST unit
General Secretary Imran Khan. But
Imran rejected the claim.

On Monday night, the BCL sus-
pended three of its SUST leaders -- Abu
Saeed Akond, senior vice-president,
Anjan Ray, vice-president, and Sajedul
Islam Sabuj, joint general secretary --
in connection with assaulting teachers.

The pro-Awami League student
organisation also served a show cause
notice on the three, asking them to
explain why they would not be
expelled, said SM Jakir Hossain, general
secretary of BCL central committee.

He said they would soon begin an
internal investigation into the trio's
involvement in the incident.

On Sunday, alleged BCL activists
swooped on teachers during the lat-
ter's pre-scheduled demonstration to
stop the VC from entering his office.
Several teachers, including Prof
Yasmeen Haque, wife of noted writer
Prof Muhammed Zafar Igbal, were
assaulted at that time.

On that afternoon, BCL's SUST unit
President Sanjibon Chakravarty Partha
claimed that Chhatra League was not
involved in the incident "organisation-
ally”,

Meanwhile, the agitating teachers

yesterday staged a demonstration on
the campus as part of their three-day
programme protesting the assault.

They brought out a silent proces-
sion from the teachers' canteen and
ended it in front of the administrative
building after parading through the
campus streets. They also held a rally
there.

The teachers under the banner of
Mahan Muktijuddher Chetonay
Udbuddho Shikkhak Parishad
launched the agitation on April 12,
demanding the removal of the VC for
his alleged misbehaviour with some
teachers and irregularities.

On the other hand, another group
of teachers under the banner of
Muktijuddher Chetona O Mukto
Chinta Charchai Oikyabaddha
Shikkhakbrinda took the VC's side and
labelled the agitation as “an act of
creating instability”,

On April 20, 35 agitating teachers
resigned from different administrative
posts in protest. Four days later, the VC
went on a two-month leave.

On August 24, the education minis-
try asked all teachers to stop the move-
ment to keep the academic activities on.

Meanwhile, Samajik Pratirodh
Committee, a platform of 70 women
and human rights organisations, yes-
terday condemned the assault on the
teachers and demanded an action
against those responsible for the inci-
dent.

[Our Moulvibazar correspondent
Mintu Deshwara also contributed to this
report].
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"Too costly’
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Shameem Ahmed Chowdhury
Noman, a Bangladeshi private agent
who recruits female domestic workers
in Saudi Arabia, admitted that the
supply of such workers had indeed
declined, and their recruitment cost
which is borne by the employers
gone up.

“There is a gap between the supply
and the demand. Saudi Arabia needs
more female domestic workers, but
the supply [from Bangladesh] is
poor,” he told The Daily Star.

He claimed that the countries like
Sri Lanka, Philippines and Indonesia
were now reluctant to send female
domestic workers abroad, meaning it
would be “hard” for the Saudi recruit-
ers to stop hiring Bangladeshi work-
ers.

Lifting a seven-year ban, Dhaka
and Riyadh on February 10 signed a
deal to resume recruitment of work-
ers from Bangladesh on a gradual
basis, beginning with domestic helps.

Until July, more than 2,200
domestic workers were recruited in
the KSA whereas the average yearly
recruitment was only about 200
between 2009 and 2014, according to
the Bureau of Manpower,
Employment and Training data.

According to yesterday's Arab
News report, an official at the Saudi
embassy in Nepal said the two coun-
tries would ink a labour agreement
“soon” for recruiting domestic work-
ers in the KSA.

Big bug
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River. Scientists at Yale University
determined they were a new species
from about 460 million years ago,
when lowa was under an ocean.

“This is the first real big predator,”
lead author of the study, James
Lamsdell said. "I wouldn't have
wanted to be swimming with it.
There's something about bugs. When
they're a certain size, they shouldn't
be allowed to get bigger.”

This creature is named
Pentecopterus decorahensis after an
ancient Greek warship and is not a
bug by science definitions, Dr
Lamsdell said. It's part of the
eurypterid family.

Those type of creatures “are really
cool,” said Joe Hannibal, curator of
invertebrate paleontology at the
Cleveland Museum of Natural
History. Hannibal wasn't part of the
study, but praised it for being well
done, adding “this species is not
particularly bizarre for a eurypterid.”

Unlike modern land scorpions,
this creature's tail didn't sting. It was
used more for balance and in swim-
ming, but half this creature's length
was tail, Lamsdell said.

There were larger sea scorpions
halfway around the world at the same
time but those were more bottom
feeders instead of dominant preda-
tors, he said.

“It was obviously a very aggressive
animal,” he said. "It was a big angry
bug.”

Zafrullah Chy discharged
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On June 10, the same tribunal found
Zafrullah guilty of contempt of court
for expressing concern over the pun-
ishment of Dhaka-based British jour-
nalist David Bergman, and gave him
one-hour's jail sentence in the dock
and fined him Tk 5,000,

After serving the jail term inside the
courtroom, he made some comments
before the media. Five people, includ-
ing three freedom fighters, filed a
petition on July 6 seeking contempt of
court proceeding against Zafarullah
for his comments.

"Today's contempt of court verdict
is the proof of mental illness of the
three judges. It proves mental illness of
three justices. Ensuring justice is not
possible if the judges can't tolerate
criticism. When they can't tolerate
criticism and lack rationality, they hide
themselves under cover of law,” a part
of his comments reads.

The tribunal on July 12 initiated
contempt proceeding against
Zafarullah and asked him to explain as
to why he should not be punishment
for his “derogatory” comments.

On August 10, Zafrullah, through
his lawyer, sought unconditional
apology and prayed to be exonerated
from the proceeding.

Yesterday, the tribunal said: “"We
admit that we are allowed to suffer
scrutiny and respectful comment on
our ability and authority. But on no
count, the above comment was 'fair’,
'reasonable’ and 'legitimate'. Rather,
the conduct and the utterance the
contemnor Dr Zafrullah made before
the media constitutes grossest scandal-
izing the tribunal...”

“We are of the view that only an

ignorant and wrongheaded person
opts to show such revolting and arro-
gant behaviour demeaning the dignity
and lawful authority of a court of law,”
the order reads.

The tribunal expressed regret to note
that Zafrullah, a valiant freedom fighter,
was facing this contempt proceeding,

“But it does not mean that this
credential has given him unfettered
license to do and say whatever he likes
aiming to the court of law and its
judges remaining present inside the
court room, " it added.

Zafrullah, by his scurrilous and
grave scandalising comments dispar-
aging the lawful authority and ability
of the tribunal and its judges, has com-
mitted the offence of “"grossest con-
tempt’, the tribunal said.

As he sought unconditional apology,
the tribunal pardoned him saying, “Now
pardoning the contemnor, as prayed,
does not mean endorsing his deliberate
wrong and contemptible conduct”.

"It simply aims to provide space of
self-correction so that in future the
contemnor can remain restrained
from maligning the judiciary and the
judges...” itadded.

Endorsing the finding of Justice
Obaidul Hassan and another member
Justice Md Shahinur Islam, Justice Md
Mozibur Rahman Miah, also gave
independent views over the case.

‘1 once again warn his [Zafrullah's]
act of criticism towards the judges
seriously and rigorously and caution
that, in future if he is found to repeat
these sorts of hideous remark towards
the judges, he shall have to face calami-
tous consequence,” Justice Mozibur
Rahman wrote in the judgement.

Doctor for the poor
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sacrifice, the lifelong bachelor had
been treating poor patients in
Madhupur reserved forest area in
Tangail for the last three decades
almost for free.

The New Zealander set up a small
healthcare centre at Kailakuri village of
the union first in 1983 and had been
giving treatment and medicine to the
locals.

For checkups, he used to charge Tk 5
from patients living within three kilo-
metres of the centre and Tk 10 from
those living beyond. After checkups,
patients would get the required medi-
cine from the centre whether they
could pay or not.

The money to run the centre used to
come from private donors and friends
and family members in the US, the UK
and his home country.

In an interview with The Daily Star
in September 2011, he said he chose
Bangladesh to realise his dream
because the people here were “really
good” and they did not get healthcare
due to poverty. “I've chosen this coun-
try in order to give them a little health
support.”

Born into a noble family in 1941,
Baker obtained his MBBS degree from
Otego Medical College at Dunedin in
New Zealand in 1965.

He then joined a government medi-

cal team and served in war-ravaged
Vietnam till 1975. He then went to
Australia and England and took several
courses on child health.

Baker came to Bangladesh in 1979
and joined a Christian mission hospi-
tal in Meherpur. Two years later, he
moved to Kumudini Hospital in
Mirzapur where he worked for eight
months.

He then joined a clinic run by the
Church of Bangladesh at Thanarbaid
of Madhupurupazilain 1983 butsoon
realised that he needed to learn Bangla
if he really wanted to understand his
patients, many of them indigenous
people. In a year, he learned to com-
municate in Bangla and over the years
became fluent.

Finally in 1996, he set up the
Kailakuri Health Care Centre where he
died yesterday. It is also where he will
be laid to eternal rest today according
to his last wish.

When this newspaper interviewed
him in 2011, he was already ill.
Between May and September that year,
he had undergone two surgeries.

Back then, he said he was waiting for
a successor. “Many students get MBBS
degrees in the country every year. I'm
waiting for one of them to come and
take the responsibility to provide treat-
ment to the poorin the area.”

No one has come yet.
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Suicide bomber
kills six in NW
Pakistan: officials

yesterday, officials said.

A suicide bomber killed at least six people and wounded
31 others when he blew himself up outside a local gov-
ernment office in a northwestern Pakistani tribal area
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