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egetables M8
et dearer

Supply from flood-hit dists decline

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The prices of seasonal vegetables have been increasing in
the capital's kitchen markets over the last few days and
stakeholders blame floods, incessant rain and poor supply
for the hike.

Officials at the department of agriculture and wholesale
vegetables traders said crops were lost in a number of key
vegetables growing areas due to excessive rain.

Visiting some kitchen markets in the capital, it was seen
that green chillies were selling for at least Tk 200 a kg. Some
people in the kitchen markets said the prices of every vegeta-
bles had increased by at least Tk 5 a kg just over the last one
or two days.

“Today [Monday| the price of green chillies is Tk 200 a kg,
which was Tk 180 just a day before. I bought aubergine for
Tk 60 a kg yesterday [Sunday], but today they are asking for
Tk 70," said Mainul Hossain at Kathalbagan kitchen market
yesterday morning.

Omar Farukh, president of Karwan Bazar wholesale
vegetable traders' cooperative society, claimed that the
supply of seasonal vegetables had dropped by at least 40
percent than that of this period last year.

“This year, the situation is really bad. There are almost no
vegetables in the market,” claimed Omar.

Seasonal vegetables, including snake gourd (Chichinga),

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

A farmer looks at his crops in Mirpur's Beribandh area.
Others, inset, tend to theirs in Amin Bazar. Traders
bring in vegetables to the capital on a boat, botfom
right, on the Buriganga while a retailer hawks the now-
expensive produce. Many farmers have lost their crops
due to rain and waterlogging and had to replant.
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