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Khaleda for UN
probe into
disappearances

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia yesterday called upon
the United Nations to
investigate what happened
to those who were "made
to disappear between 2009
and 2015" in Bangladesh.

the victims should at least
know whether their near
and dear ones are alive or
not," Khaleda said at an
impromptu programine at
her Gulshan office in the
evening to mark the
International Day of the
Victims of Enforced
Disappearances.

Families of 26 victims of -
- who was allegedly picked up by members of Rapid Action
. Battalion from Bashundhara Residential Area in December

" 2013 along with six other persons.

enforced disappearances
were present there.
In her brief speech,
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VIicTIMS OF ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCE

Families couldn't
hold meeting

- STAFF CORRESPONDENT

. They wanted to tell people about the nightmare they had
- been through since their loved ones were allegedly abduc-
* ted by law enforcement agencies. They wanted to share what
- it meant to live with the whereabouts of their brothers, sons

*The family members of . orhusbands remaining unknown.

They thought the International Day of the Victims of

* Enforced Disappearances yesterday was a befitting occasion
- to organise a solidarity meeting at the Jatiya Press Club,
. hoping to seek the government's help to know the where-
. abouts of their family members,

But they could not hold the meeting as the Jatiya Press

. Club, all of a sudden, cancelled the booking of the
- programme venue only 16 hours beforehand. The meeting
. was scheduled to begin at 9:30am yesterday.

"As family members of the victims, we were victimised
further," said Sanjida Islam, sister of Sajedul Islam Suman,

Family members of 20 victims wanted to observe the
SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

Watching too
much TV
could be fatal

INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

People who spend hours
bingeing on television
shows run the risk of suffer-
ing a fatal pulmonary embo-
lism, according to a major
new study of more than
86,000 people tracked over
18 years.

Pulmonary embolism is a
blockage in the artery that

SEE PAGE 11 COL 5
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The mighty Padma is devouring everything in its way at Kharia in Louhajang upazila of Munshiganj. The erosion by
the river has taken an alarming turn in the last few days. The photo was taken yesterday.

Bus ARSON

37 BNP men
charged with
murder

COURT CORRESPONDENT

Detectives pressed charges
against 37 BNP men, includ-
ing party acting secretary
general Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir, in a case filed in
connection with killing a
person at capital’'s Malibagh

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

PRAYER TIMING

AUGUST 31
Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha

AIAN 4-30 12-45 445 6-23 T7-45

JAMAAT 5-05 1-15 5-00 6-26 8-15
SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION
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JS body defends
hike in electricity,
gas prices

Bus owners for fare hike

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The parliamentary standing committee on power, energy
and mineral resources ministry yesterday defended the hike
in power and gas tariff.

The government had no other alternative than to
increase the prices as it has to spend a huge amount of
money every year as subsidy in the sector,

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

MALAYSIA UNREST

Mahathir calls
for ousting
PM Najib

REUTERS, Kuala Lumpur

Former Malaysian leader
Mahathir Mohamad, join-
Ing anti-government pro-
testers for a second day
yesterday, called for a "peo-
ple's power" movement to
topple Prime Minister
Najib Razak over a finan-
cial scandal.

"The only way for the
people to get back to the

SEE PAGE 11 COL S5

SC ORDER ON RUBEL MURDER

Ex-cop Akram
has to surrender

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court yesterday ordered
former assistant commissioner (AC) of
police Akram Hussain to surrender to the
lower court concerned in seven days in the &~
sensational 1998 murder case of BBA stu- :
dent Shamim Reza Rubel.

The 24-year-old student of Independent University was
picked up by a team of Detective Branch led by Akram from
in front of his Siddeswari residence on July 23, 1998 and

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3
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