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[ ALMONIRHAT--BURIMARI HIGHWAY

Trattic movement halted
as bridge deck breaks

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Lalmonirhat

Traffic movement on
Lalmonirhat-Burimari
highway came to a halt as
three steel plates of the deck
of the Bailey bridge over the
Swarnamati River at
Aditmari upazila of the
district collapsed yesterday.

A good number of vehi-
cles, mostly passenger buses
and goods-laden trucks,
were stranded on both sides
of the bridge.

An official of the Roads
and Highways Department

(RHD) said three plates of
the bridge connecting the
district headquarters with
four upazilas of the district
and Burimari land port--
collapsed in the morning
under the heavy pressure
of overloaded trucks.

Sahidar Rahman, 50, a
bus passenger, said the
passengers were crossing the
bridge on foot because there
is no movement of vehicles
on the bridge,

I have been waiting near
the Swarnamati Bridge to go
to Bogra with my loaded
truck since morning,” said

truck driver Sabedul Islam.

Local businessman
Farhad Hossain Sumon,
42, said this Bailey bridge
was set up there for vehicu-
lar movement as the
bridge over the
Swarnamati River was
declared risky. “We have
been demanding repair
of the vulnerable bridge
or construction of a new
one, but there has been
no response from the
authorities concerned,”
he said.

Sub-Divisional Engineer
of RHD in Lalmonirhat,

Manowarul Islam, said RHD
officials were repairing the
Bailey bridge but they were
facing problems due to
rough weather.

“Caution notices were
hung on both sides of the
bridge stating that wvehi-
cles weighing over five
tonnes would not be
allowed to cross, but
nobody paid heed.
Vehicles of over 30 tonnes
continued to cross ,” he
said, adding that a new
bridge would soon be
constructed there.
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PHOTO: STAR
A few steel plates of the deck of the Bailey bridge over the Swarnamati River collapsed under the pressure of heavily
loaded trucks yesterday, causing suspension of vehicular movement on Lalmonirhat-Burimari highway.

SHOOTING AT RALLY

Nine Natore BNP
men arrested

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Natore

Police early yesterday
arrested nine leaders and
activists of BNP for their
alleged involvement in
shooting at a Jubo League
rally in Tebaria of the district
town the day before.

Two men of Jubo League
and Bangladesh Chhatra
League were injured in the
shooting,

The arrestees are presi-
dent of district unit of
Jubo Dal Saiful Islam
Aftab, 45, BNP activist
Abul Kalam Azad, 62, Jubo
Dal activist Anwar
Hossain, 45, Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal activists Ali
Asgar, 28, Habibur
Rahman, 45, Sadikur
Haque, 45, Shatar Kumer,
25, Kauser Ali, 18, and
Sohel Anwar,

They were arrested in
Tebaria and Baragachha

areas of the town, said
Mizanur Rahman, officer-
in-charge of Sadar Police
Station.

On Saturday evening,
BNP activists allegedly led
by Faisal Alam Babul, joint
secretary of district unit of
Swechchhasebak Dal,
opened fire on the Jubo
League rally near Mamun
Bakery at Tebaria, said the
O

Nazmul Islam, joint
convener of Natore munici-
pality unit of Jubo League,
and Rajib Hossain, an activ-
ist of Chhatra Dal, were
bullet-hit in the incident,
the OC said.

Later, Nazmul and Rajib
were admitted to Natore
Sadar Hospital and
Rajshahi Medical College
Hospital respectively.

Rajib is now on life sup-
port at incentive care unit
(ICU), said police.

Man kills self after
filicide in Rangpur

OUuR CORRESPONDENT,
Rangpur

Aman committed suicide
by hanging after feeding
poison to his two kids at
Baro Alampur village in
Pirganj upazila under the
district on Saturday
night.

One of the kids died at
Rangpur Medical College
Hospital yesterday.

Abed Ali, 40, son of
Abdul Mannan of the vil-
lage, committed the brutal
act over a family feud, said
family members.

Abed was working as a
rickshaw-puller in the capi-
tal for last few months.

Returning home on
Thursday, he got aggrieved
to find that his wife
Waleda Khatun, 30,
returned to her father's
house at Mamudpur vil-
lage of the same upazila,
Md Israil Hossain, officer
in charge (OC) of Pirganj
Police Station, said refer-

ring to family members
and villagers.

On Saturday morning,
Abed went to his father-in-
law's house and returned
along with his two kids --
Kona Begum, 6, and Apon
Babu, 3.

Later around 9:00pm,
Abed fed poison to his kids
and hanged himself from
the ceiling of his room.

Hearing scream of the
kids, relatives and villagers
rushed in and took them to
Pirganj Upazila Health
Complex from where they
were referred to Rangpur
Medical College Hospital.

Kona died there around
1:00pm yesterday while
Apon's condition is critical,
hospital sources said.

"We sent the bodies to
the hospital morgue for
autopsy. An unnatural death
case was lodged in this con-
nection," said OC Israil
Hossain.
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8 gamblers
jailed

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Lalmonirhat

A mobile court here yester-
day sentenced eight gam-
blers to 10 days' imprison-
ment each in Hatibandha
upazila of the district.

The gamblers are Saidul
Islam, Shafiqul Islam,
Nuruzzaman Mia, Faridul
Islam, Delwar Hossain,
Rezwan Islam, Abdullah Al-
Mamun and Khokon Mia.
They all hail from different
villages in the upazila.

Abdul Matin, officer-in-
charge of Hatibandha Police
Station, said a police team,
acting on a tip-off, arrested the
eight while they were gam-
bling on a boat in the Teesta
River near South Doyabari
village yesterday noon.

The arrestees were later
produced before the mobile
court, led by Upazila Nirbahi
Officer (UNO) Mahbubur
Rahman, also the executive
magistrate. After hearing, the
magistrate delivered the verdict.
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Six held for
killing 3
alleged
abductors

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Police here yesterday
arrested six accused in a case
for killing three alleged

abductors on August 25.

The arrestees are Md
Khokon Sardar, 32, Ahsan
Habib Hasan, 25, Sujon Das,
18, Krishna Chandra alias
Bishu Das, 27, Liton Das, 20,
and Abu Bakar Siddique, 16,
of Koromza in Santhia
upazila of the district.

They were identified
from a video footage of the
incident, said Shahed
Mahamud, officer-in-charge
of Santhia Police Station.

Police are raiding differ-
ent areas to arrest the other
accused, said the OC.

Local people chased and
caught the three as they were
allegedly trying to abduct a
kid in C&B Chotur Bazar area
of the upazila on the day.

Later, the angry mob gave
the trio a good beating,
leaving them dead on the
spot.

They are Md Alauddin
Hossain alias Alal Member,
52, Abu Bakar, 48, and
Aslam Hossain, 50.

Hailing from different
districts, the victims came to
the area for business pur-
pose, said family sources.

Md Rana Hossain,
brother of Alal, filed a case,
accusing 3000 people of the
area in connection with the
incident, said police.

Schoolboy
drowns in

canal

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Rangpur

A schoolboy drowned in a
canal in Mahiganj-
Ershadnagar area of the city
on Saturday night.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Akash Ahmed, 13,
son of Abdus Sobhan of the
area, and a Class VII student
of Tajhat High School in the
city, said family sources.
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PHOTO: STAR

Land Minister Shamsur Rahman Sharif Dilu, also president of Pabna district unit of
Awami League (AL), receives the gift of a model boat comprising 9.72 tolas of gold from
local ward-level AL leader Toufikuzzaman Ratan at a programme at Ishwardi Salimpur
Degree College in Pabna district where the minister attended as chief guest to inaugurate
a Shaheed Minar on the college premises yesterday. "It's a personal gift," said Ratan.

CASE FOR TORCHING POLLING CENTRE

23 BNP-Jamaat
men land in
Nilphamari jail

OUuR CORRESPONDENT,
Nilphamari

Twenty-three BNP-
Jamaat men were sent to
jail yesterday in a case
for torching a polling
centre in Dimla upazila
of the district during the
10th parliamentary elec-
tions held on January 5,
2014,

The accused surrendered
before the Court of Senior
Judicial Magistrate AKM
Jahangir Alam and sought
bail. The judge rejected the
bail prayers and sent them
to jail.

The Jamaat men are
Sattar Ali, ameer of the
Dimla upazila unit, and
party activists Lutfur
Rahman, Mohiruddin,
Jewel, Amzad Hossen,
Zia, Afsar Ali, Rashidul
Islam, Kala Mia, Harun-
ur-Rashid, Shariful
Islam, Sobdul, Jasiar
Rahman, Halimur
Rahman, Sahimuddin
and Minarul.

The BNP men are Ghato,
Sobhan Ali, Abdur Rahim,
Shariful Islam Kalta,
Aminur Rahman Alam,
Shahjahan Ali and Russel
Islam.

According to the case
statement, BNP-Jamaat men
vandalised Dakkhin
Goyabari Government
Primary School centre and
set it afire in the early hours
of January 5.

They physically
assaulted the presiding
and the polling officers
and took away ballot
papers and ballot boxes
from them.

The presiding officer
later filed a case with
Dimla Police Station,
accusing a good number of
named and unnamed
BNP-Jamaat men.
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