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Tajul Islam, chief of the parliamen-
tary watchdog, said.

He was talking to reporters after a
committee meeting at the Jatiya
Sangsad Bhaban.

However, a press release of the
parliament secretariat said the com-
mittee at the meeting had recom-
mended that the government recon-
sider its decision of increasing the
power and gas tariff.

Asked about the release, Tajul said
he had no idea about what was in
there.

Retail customers will have to
spend on average 2.93 percent more
on electricity and Tk 200 more on gas
stoves from tomorrow.

Bangladesh Energy Regulatory
Commission (BERC) announced the
new tariff structure on Thursday.

UInder the new rates, households
using a single-burner stove will have
to pay Tk 600 a month, which is now
Tk 400. For double-burner stove
users, the tariff has been raised to Tk
650 from Tk 450 a month.

Industries that use gas to produce
electricity through generators will see
gas tariff double -- Tk 8.36 from Tk
4,18 per cubic metre,

BUS OWNERS FOR FARE HIKE

Private bus operators yesterday
sent a proposal to the Ministry of
Road Transport and Bridges for
increasing bus fare in Dhaka and
Chittagong cities following the gov-
ernment decision of hiking gas and
power tariff.

"As most of the buses in the two
cities run on CNG, we have proposed
to increase the fare,” Khandaker
Enyet Ullah, secretary general of
Bangladesh Sarak Paribahan Malik
Samity, told The Daily Star.

"We have not mentioned [in the
proposal] anything about the new rate
or the amount we want to be increased.
We have just said that the fare should
be adjusted in accordance with the
upcoming gas price hike,” he said.

He said they did not talk about
anything on the fare of inter-district
buses which run on diesel.

Enyet, also the general secretary of
Dhaka Sarak Paribahan Malik Samity,
said all owners of buses in the capital
were asked not to charge passengers
any additional fare until the govern-
ment revised the fares.

According to the government-fixed
fare chart, a minibus passenger has to
pay Tk 1.5 while a bus passenger Tk
1.6 for travelling a kilometre, Long-
route bus passengers pay Tk 1.45 for
the same distance.

From tomorrow, the price of per
cubic meter of CNG would be Tk 35
from Tk 30.

61 Jamaat

men held

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Police last night arrested 61 activ-
ists of Jamaat-e-1slami and pro-
Jamaat student body Islami
Chhatra Shibir at a mosque in
Chalk Chhatari of Bagha upazila of
Rajshahi in connection with holding
a "secret meeting".

The arrestees include Bagha
municipality unit Jamaat amir
Saiful Islam, a fugitive in several
criminal cases, said Abul Kalam
Azad, additional superintendent of
police Rajshahi,

Families couldn't hold
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international day jointly with the
Asian Federation against Involuntary
Disappearances (AFAD), the Asian
Legal Resource Centre (ALRC), the
International Federation for Human
Rights (FIDH) and rights organisation
Odhikar.

Prof CR Abrar, president of
Odhikar, told The Daily Star over the
phone that they had booked the Jativa
Press Club auditorium on July 11, paid
the money and gota receipt.

"But at 5:20pm on Saturday, we
received a phone call from Selim Mia,
an employee of the Jatiya Press Club.
He said that as per the instructions of
the club's general secretary, the book-
ing for the programme was cancelled
and that they will not allow Odhikar to
host the programme at their pre-
mises, " he said.

Abrar claimed that when they con-
tacted the club's general secretary, they
were told that the club had its own
programme at the venue during the
same time and on the same date.

However, when The Daily Star con-
tacted the Press Club authorities, they
declined to mention what programme
they had and at what time.,

A correspondent and a photogra-
pher of The Daily Star, who were pres-
ent at the Press Club from 9:00am to
3:00pm, did not see any programmes
taking place at the auditorium,
Instead, there were police sitting on
the flights of stairs leading up to the
large, empty, dark hall with plastic
chairs stacked on one side.

The policemen said they had been
deployed there since morning,

Talking to The Daily Star, Nur Khan
Liton, a rights activist, said, "The occur-
rence of enforced disappearance has
become quite frequent since 2007. At
first, the victims were mostly notorious
criminals but recently the victims are
mostly activists of opposing political
parties. Some businessmen and even a
few activists of the ruling party also
became victims."

According to Ain O Salish Kendra
(ASK), between 2007 and 2014, 343
people were allegedly abducted by law
enforcement agencies. Of them, 57
dead bodies were recovered, 36 were
released, 11 handed over to police
afterwards, 4 found in DB office, 7
presented before media as arrestees of
RAB and one was shown arrested,

This year, ASK data show, 36 people
became victims of enforced disappear-
ance by law enforcement agencies
from January to July, as claimed by
their families. Of the victims, dead
bodies of 6 were recovered later, 2
came back and 3 were shown arrested.

ASK statistics are based on reports of
national dailies and the ASK investiga-
tion unit.

In 2010, the UN General Assembly
adopted the International Convention
for the Protection of All Persons from
Enforced Disappearance, and decided
to observe 30 August as the
International Day of the Victims of
Enforced Disappearances, beginning
in 2011,

"The day has been observed in
Bangladesh since 2012. It was initially
organised by Odhikar. Last vear,
human rights activists under the ban-
ner of Moulik Odhikar Surakkha
Committee (basic rights protection
committee) observed the day at the
Jativa Press Club auditorium,” said
Liton.

Meanwhile, in a joint statement
posted on FIDH website on August 29,
AFAD, ALRC and FIDH wurged the
Bangladesh government to take
responsibility for ensuring account-
ability, truth and justice for all inci-
dents of enforced disappearances in
the country.

[llegally
imported
drug seized
in City

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Ashipment of illegally imported medi-
cines worth around Tk 50 lakh was
seized from a cargo service office in the
capital last night.

On information, a mobile court led
by Executive Magistrate Towheed Elahi
raided the office of A-to-Z Cargo
Service at Fakirapool around 8:00pm
and found 40 cartons of the medicines
there.

The medicines, mostly produced in
the UK, were imported dodging taxes,
said Assistant Superintendent Ehsanur
Rahman Bhuiyan of the Armed Police
Battalion which along with the
Directorate General of Drug
Administration assisted the mobile
court.

The medicines were couriered to
Dhaka from Chittagong and meant to
be distributed among different drug-
stores in the capital, the police ofticial
added.

The manager of the cargo service

office was jailed for two months and
fined Tk 2 lakh.
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SC rejects
Mosharraf's

review plea

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court yesterday dis-
missed a petition of BNP leader
Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain seek-
ing review of its guidelines for the
High Court Division in granting
anticipatory bail to him in a case.

A four-member bench of the
Appellate Division headed by Chief
Justice Surendra Kumar Sinha passed
the order terming the plea "dismissed
as being time barred”.

The petition was rejected as
Mosharraf delayed in filing it, said
Khurshid Alam Khan, lawyer of the
Anti-Corruption Commission which
filed the money laundering case
against the BNP leader.

The HC on February 10 last year
granted him anticipatory bail in the
case.

Fourteen days later, the Appellate
Division cancelled the bail order and
issued some guidelines in granting
anticipatory bail.

Review petitions against any SC
order have to be submitted within 30
days of the order, according to the
rules. Mosharraf, however, did it only
last month, around 16 months after
the bail was cancelled.

n its 2014 judgment, the
Appellate Division also expressed
disappointment at the HC bench for
"failure to follow its guidelines” in
giving anticipatory bail to Mosharraf.

The HC should have scrutinised
the facts mentioned in the First
Information Report with "expected
diligence", and shouldn't have
pranted anticipatory bail "where the
allegations are of heinous nature”, it
said.

"If satisfied in all respects, the HC
will dispose of the anticipatory bail
applications instantly without issuing
any rule, and will not grant such type
of bail to an accused for more than
four weeks.

"Anticipatory bails shall not sur-
vive post-charge sheet stage,” the
judgment said.

The HC judges would have to
mention the reasons for granting the
bail and "give reasons for their satis-
faction on this unravelling point," it
went on.

"Political threshold of the [bail]
petitioner or claimed rivalry, by itself,
without further ado, shall not be a
pround for entertaining an applica-
tion," the Appellate Division added.

Mahathir calls
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old system is for them to remove this
prime minister,” said Mahathir, a deeply
respected 90-year-old who was once
Najib's patron and is now his fiercest critic,

"And to remove him, the people must
show people's power. The people as a
whole do not want this kind of corrupt
leader,” he told media before heading to
the rally, whose numbers police esti-
mated at 25,000 yesterday afternoon.

The protest has brought into the
streets a political crisis triggered by
reports of a mysterious transfer worth
more than $600 million into an
account under Najib's name.

Najib, who denies wrongdoing, has
weathered the storm and analysts say
the protest is unlikely to inspire broad
public support for him to quit because
itlacks a strong leader.

These protests, unlike the 2012 rally,
also lack the support of a party identi-
fied with the Malay majority: most
protesters were from the minority eth-
nic Chinese and Indian communities.

However, Mahathir - the country's
longest-serving leader - was a leader of
the ruling United Malays National
Organisation (UUIMNQO), which repre-
sents Malays.

UMNO Vice-President
Hishammuddin Hussein said that by
turning up unexpectedly at the anti-
government rally on Saturday, Mahathir
had "crossed overthe line".

Another UMNO leader said a million
government supporters would stage a
"red shirts" rally on Oct 10 that would
trump the protests of the past two days.

"This shows the solidarity of
Malaysians, that Najib still has the major-
ity support,” Jamal Yunos told Reuters.

Mahathir's siding with protesters sits

oddly with the often-authoritarian style
of his own 22-year rule until 2003,
during which Malaysia became a power-
house of economic development but
also won a reputation for cronyism and
dubious "mega-projects”.

Najib was once a protégé of
Mahathir, just as the now-jailed Anwar
Ibrahim - once widely viewed as
Mahathir's heir apparent - was before
him. Anwar fell from favour when he
began a popular "reformasi” (reform)
movement against the graft and nepo-
tism he said marked Malaysia's busi-
ness and political worlds.

37 BNP men
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during the party-enforced country-
wide blockade on November 30,
2013,

Depak Kumar Das, a sub-inspector
of the Detective Branch of police and
also investigation officer of the case,
submitted the charge sheet before the
Court of Chief Metropolitan
Magistrates in Dhaka yesterday.

The accused include BNP standing
committee members Goyeshwar
Chandra Roy and Mirza Abbas and Joint
Secretary General Aman Ullah Aman.

The court fixed September 6 for
hearing whether it would accept the
charge sheet.

On November 30, pro-blockade
activists hurled a petrol bomb at a
bus in Malibagh area around 7:30pm
during a blockade enforced by the
BNP-led 18-party alliance. Losing
control, the bus crushed Habibur
Rahman, to death and injured a rick-
shaw-puller. Two passengers suffered
burn injuries in the attack,

Watching too
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carries blood from the heart to the
lungs, and is usually caused by a blood
clot formed in a vein in the leg. Up to
60,000 people die as a result of pulmo-
nary embolism each yearin Britain.

The study, presented at the European
Society of Cardiology conference in
London, is the first research into the
links between prolonged television
watching and fatal pulmonary embo-
lism. A boom in online television
services in recent vears has allowed
people to download and watch entire
series of shows in one sitting.

But people who sit in front of the
television for five hours or more a day
have more than twice the risk of suf-
fering a deadly blood clot as those

watching less than two and a half
hours per day, the research says. And
the danger of having a fatal pulmo-
nary embolism is even higher among
those between 40 and 59 who watch
more than five hours daily.

They are at more than six times
greater risk than those watching less
than 2.5 hours a day. And in this age
group, those watching 2.5 10 4.9 hours
of television daily are more than three
times more likely to develop a fatal
blood clot than those watching less.

The research, funded by the Japanese
government, looked at 36,007 men and
50,017 women aged between 40 and
79. During the course of the study, there
were 59 deaths from pulmonary embo-
lism.

Khaleda for UN probe
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Khaleda said if her party came to
power again, they would conduct
proper investigations to know the
fate of the victims of enforced
disappearances.

A pall of gloom descended on
the room when a video document-
ing paper clippings and television
footages on the victims of enforced
disappearances was played.

"I'will urge the governmentto tell
me whether my son was killed and,
if so, where he was buried so that |
can visit his grave at least," said an
emotion-choked Shamsuddin,

father of Nizamuddin Munna, joint
general secretary of pro-BNP
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal's Airport
Thana unit.

He said plain-clothes policemen
picked up his son from their resi-
dence in the city on December 6,
2013, saying they had received com-
plaints against him. They didn't
elaborate on this further, he claimed.

"I went to police, to the Rab,
everywhere to know my son's
whereabouts but none of them
could say what really happened to
him," said the 60-year-old.

Tahsina Rushdir -- wife of BNP

Organising Secretary M Ilias Ali
who went missing on April 17,
2012 -- said Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina had assured her of finding
out her husband. "Three years have
passed since then but we have yet to
know the tate of my husband.”
BNP insiders said Khaleda Zia's
programme was organised sud-
denly after the Jativa Press Club
authorities cancelled a pre-
scheduled event of rights body
Odhikar in the afternoon. Family
members of the victims of enforced
disappearances were then asked to
attend the BNP chief's programme. 1
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Mohammad Zakir Hossain.

| have been absconding,

Ex-cop Akram

tortured to death in the DB custody on the same day,
Rubel's father Abdur Rob Miah filed a murder case the
following day with Ramna Police Station accusing 14,
including the then assistant commissioner Akram and
Roksana Begum alias Mukuli Begum, a neighbour of Rubel.
The Metropolitan Sessions Judge's Court, Dhaka, in June
2002 sentenced 13 accused, including Akram, to life-term 3
rigorous imprisonment and Mukuli Begum to one year in

Following appeals challenging the lower court verdict, 4.
the HC in May 2011 acquitted Akram and nine others,
including Mukuli Begum, of the murder, saying that the
allegations brought against them had not been proved

LIntil the HC order, Akram languished in jail for about

The HC, however, upheld the life imprisonment of the | |
then police officer Hayatul Islam Thakur, said Additional S.
Attorney General Momtaz Uddin Fakir.

The Appellate Division yesterday also allowed the gov-
ernment to move a regular appeal challenging the HC ver-

A four-member bench of the apex court headed by Chief
Justice Surendra Kumar Sinha came up with the order after 6
the hearing on a leave-to-appeal petition filed by the gov- ’
ernment against the HC order on Akram,

The SC accepted the government petition on the ground | |
that the HC might not properly assess the evidence pro-
duced against Akram, said Additional AG Momtaz.,

Akram, who is now retired, will have to surrender to the
lower court in seven days on receiving the SC order, he said.
The lower court may grant him bail after his surrender in

Momtaz could not say details as to what would be the
legal procedure against the other accused in the case.

The other accused are the then inspector Aminul Islam
Khan, sub-inspectors Amir Ahmed Tareq and Nurul Alam,
assisant sub-inspector Abdul Karim, havildar Nuruzzaman
and constables Ratul Parvez, Quamrul Hasan, Mir Faruk
Hossain, Mong She Oen, Abul Kalam Azad and

SI Nurul Alam and constables Azad and Zakir Hossain

GD-2851

The Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh has applied
for a loan from Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) toward
the cost of the Dhaka Mass Transit Development Project. It is intended
that part of the proceeds of this loan will be applied to eligible
payments under the contract resulting from the bidding for which this
prequalification is conducted.

2. The Dhaka Mass Transit Company Limited (DMTCL) (hereinafter
referred to as “the Employer”) intends to prequalify contractors and/or
firms for the Contract No. CP-02, “Construction of Civil and Building
Works in Depot for MRT Line-6". Dhaka MRT Line-6 is a 20km (approx.)
long elevated metro rail system with 16 stations and one maintenance
depot.

Prequalification will be conducted through procedures in accordance
with the applicable Guidelines for Procurement under Japanese ODA
Loans, and is open to all Applicants from eligible source countries.

Interested Applicants may obtain further information from and inspect
and purchase the prequalification documents in the room of the Chief
Engineer (Civil), Room No-1421, Dhaka Mass Transit Company
Limited, Level 14, Probashi Kalyan Bhaban, 71-72, Old Elephant
Road, Eskaton Garden, Dhaka-1000 from 9.30hrs to 16.30hrs
(Bangladesh Standard Time) on working days from 30 August, 2015 to
20 October, 2015.
A complete set of the prequalification documents may be purchased by
the interested Applicant(s) on the submission of a written application to
the address above and upon payment of a non-refundable fee of BDT
25,000 (Bangladesh Taka twenty-five thousand only) in the form of Pay
Order/Demand Draft in favour of the Dhaka Mass Transit Company
Limited from any schedule Bank of Bangladesh and payable at Dhaka.

If requested, the Employer will promptly dispatch the documents by
registered airmail, but under no circumstances the Employer will be
held responsible for late delivery or loss of the documents so mailed.

7. Applications for prequalification should be submitted in sealed envelopes,
delivered by hand to the address above by 12.00hours (Bangladeshi
Standard Time (BST)) 21 October, 2015 and be clearly marked
"Prequalification Application for Contract No. CP-02, Construction of Civil
and Building Works in Depot for MRT Line-6". The opening of Applications
shall take place on 21 October 2015 12.30hours (BST).

Dhaka Mass Transit Company Limited
(A Government Owned Company)
Level 14, Probashi Kalyan Bhaban
71-72, Old Elephant Road, Eskaton Garden
Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh

Invitation for Prequalification

Invitation of Prequalification Application for Contract No. CP-02,
Construction of Civil and Building Works in Depot for MRT Line-6.

Date: 30 August, 2015
Loan Agreement No: JICA Loan Applied For
IFP No.: Contract No. CP-02

Project Director/DMRTDP
Dhaka Mass Transit Company Limited
(A Government Owned Company)
Level 14, Probashi Kalyan Bhaban
71-72, Old Elephant Road, Eskaton Garden
Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh
Tel : +88-02-9359828, Fax : +88-02-9358589
E-mail address: pd.dmrtdp

Md. Mofazzel Hossain
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